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Waste & Recycling Services Trends
Waste & Recycling Services Outlook for 2018 to 2025 (UCS2018-0153)
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Trend #1: Increasing 

customer expectations

Trend #2: Changing 

market standards for 

recycled materials

Trend #3: Increasing 

contamination of 

recyclables

Trend #4: Decreasing 

tonnage of waste for 

disposal

Trend #5: Advancing 

technology
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The plan for achieving 70% by 2025 
Waste & Recycling Services Outlook for 2018 to 2025 (UCS2018-0153)
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Previous Council Direction
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On 2018 May 28, as part of the Waste & Recycling Services Outlook 

for 2018 to 2025 (UCS2018-0153), Council directed Administration:

“to undertake a scoping report that investigates options and 

unintended consequences for significantly reducing waste, 

"avoidable” plastic waste, and single-use items, engage citizens and 

waste generators, and the costs of doing this work, and report back 

to the SPC on Utilities and Corporate Services with a scoping report 

no later than Q2 2019.”
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Single-Use Items
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These are convenience items, typically distributed by businesses with other 

purchases, that are designed to be used once before being thrown away. 
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Why is this important for Calgarians?
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82% of Canadians urging government 
action to tackle waste from plastic items.

Single-use 
items…

Are the 
focus of 

increasing 
public 

interest
Contribute 
to waste in 
our public 

spaces

Can become 
litter

Contribute 
to waste in 

landfills

Can be 
replaced 

with 
alternatives

Contaminate 
our recycled 

materials
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Policy Options

• Bans on distributing items

• Fees charged to customers

• On-demand strategies

• Mandatory reduction plans
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Many jurisdictions are taking action to 

reduce waste from single-use items
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Example Jurisdictions
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Increased costs for businesses and consumers

Health risks 

Environmental impact of alternatives

Enforcement costs

Legal considerations

7

1

2

3

4

5

Potential Unintended Consequences
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6

11

Preliminary Engagement
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The estimated cost for this work is $250,000 to $300,000 
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Proposed Approach

Q3 – Q4 2019

• Conduct 

engagement 

and research

• Consult with 

select 

jurisdictions

• Consult with 

City business 

units and other 

orders of 

government

Q1 2020

• Prepare draft 
single-use 
items reduction 
strategy

Q2 2020

• Obtain 
stakeholder 
feedback on 
draft strategy

Q3 2020

• Prepare and 
present final 
single-use 
items reduction 
strategy to 
Council
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Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Utilities and 

Corporate Services recommend that Council direct 

Administration to develop a single-use items reduction 

strategy and return to Committee with a strategy no later 

than Q3 2020.
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