
 
Interim Alternative Uses of Blue Line and 

Green Line LRT Rights-of-Way  
– Rapid Transit Expansion Projects 

 
 
The City of Calgary has established alignments for each of the Blue Line and Green Line LRT, with rights-
of-way being acquired along the corridors.  Since LRT construction is anticipated to be several years into 
the future, Administration has investigated other options to make use of these land holdings to provide 
enhanced transit service along these alignments. 
 
This presents a summary of potential projects that were considered as part of this evaluation. These 
projects are capital investments. Operational improvements, such as service frequency, are not included 
in this analysis as that scope of work is within Calgary Transit’s ongoing service optimization, and would 
not typically have any impact on the LRT rights-of-way. The potential projects respond to Council 
direction to explore options for mode progression on the Green Line North and Southeast corridors, and 
the Blue Line Northeast corridor. Mode progression is the concept of providing increasing levels of 
transit service and infrastructure to build ridership and respond to demand as the city develops. 
 
Potential projects included in the attachment range from upgrading existing bus rapid transit routes 
(BRT) to MAX level of service (enhanced customer amenities, including heated shelters and real-time 
information), to constructing transitways, to pre-building grade separations for the future Green Line 
LRT and using them for bus service in advance of LRT construction.  
 
Each potential project was evaluated in terms of the expected lifespan, the benefits and risks, if the 
necessary land was already City-owned, and an order of magnitude construction cost. Based on these 
factors, some of the projects are recommended to be forwarded to the RouteAhead evaluation process 
where they will be evaluated against other rapid transit expansion projects. Before any potential 
projects move forward to implementation there are requirements such as completing all required 
Corporate Project Management Framework (CPMF) requirements, stakeholder engagement, completing 
designs, undertaking technical investigations, securing funding, purchasing land, and tendering the 
construction projects. 

TT2019-0204 
ATTACHMENT 1Rapid Transit Expansion Projects

TT2019-0204 Interim Alternative Uses of Blue Line and Green Line LRT Rights-of-Way - Att 1.pdf 
ISC: Unrestricted 

Page 1 of 2



A
tta

ch
m

en
t 1

 - 
Po

te
nt

ia
l R

ap
id

 T
ra

ns
it 

Ex
pa

ns
io

n 
Pr

oj
ec

ts

G
eo

gr
ap

hi
c 

Li
m

its
Pr

oj
ec

t S
co

pe
Lo

ca
tio

ns
Ex

pe
ct

ed
 L

ife
sp

an
B

en
ef

its
R

is
ks

La
nd

 O
w

ne
rs

hi
p

O
rd

er
 o

f M
ag

ni
tu

de
 

C
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
C

os
t

R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
n

U
pg

ra
de

 e
xi

st
in

g 
R

ou
te

 3
01

-B
R

T
N

or
th

 to
 M

AX
 s

er
vi

ce
 (i

n-
st

re
et

 
on

 H
ar

ve
st

 H
ills

 B
lv

d)
.

U
se

 e
xi

st
in

g 
ro

ad
w

ay
 n

or
th

 o
f 

Be
dd

in
gt

on
 T

ra
il 

N
 to

 N
or

th
 P

oi
nt

e.
 

In
cl

ud
es

 q
ue

ue
 ju

m
ps

, t
ra

ns
it 

pr
io

rit
y,

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f p

ar
k 

an
d 

rid
e 

lo
t a

t 9
6 

Av
en

ue
 N

.

In
 u

se
 u

nt
il 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

is
 e

xt
en

de
d,

 
an

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

ca
n 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 b

y 
lo

ca
l r

ou
te

s,
 o

r 
sh

el
te

rs
/re

al
-ti

m
e 

di
sp

la
ys

 c
an

 b
e 

re
lo

ca
te

d.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

ex
is

tin
g 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 P
ot

en
tia

l t
o 

in
cr

ea
se

 ri
de

rs
hi

p 
an

d 
su

pp
or

t m
od

e 
pr

og
re

ss
io

n.

Li
m

ite
d 

to
 ty

pi
ca

l p
ro

je
ct

 ri
sk

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t/m
iti

ga
tio

n.
C

ity
, w

ith
in

 ro
ad

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

.

$5
M

 +
 $

6M
 fo

r p
ar

k 
an

d 
rid

e 
(c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

co
st

s 
on

ly
, d

oe
s 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 v

eh
ic

le
s,

 d
es

ig
n,

 
fin

an
ci

ng
, e

tc
)

Fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 R

ou
te

Ah
ea

d 
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

pr
oc

es
s.

U
pg

ra
de

 e
xi

st
in

g 
R

ou
te

 3
01

-B
R

T
N

or
th

 to
 M

AX
 s

er
vi

ce
 (m

ed
ia

n 
tra

ns
itw

ay
 o

n 
H

ar
ve

st
 H

ills
 B

lv
d)

U
se

 e
xi

st
in

g 
m

ed
ia

n 
no

rth
 o

f 
Be

dd
in

gt
on

 T
ra

il 
N

 to
 N

or
th

 P
oi

nt
e.

 
In

cl
ud

es
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f p
ar

k 
an

d 
rid

e 
lo

t a
t 9

6 
Av

en
ue

 N
 s

ta
tio

n.

In
 u

se
 u

nt
il 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

is
 e

xt
en

de
d,

 
an

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

is
 

co
nv

er
te

d 
fo

r L
R

T.
 W

ou
ld

 in
cu

r 
th

ro
w

aw
ay

 c
os

ts
 in

 c
on

ve
rs

io
n.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 L
ik

el
y 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 

rid
er

sh
ip

, s
er

vi
ce

 re
lia

bi
lit

y,
 a

nd
 

su
pp

or
t m

od
e 

pr
og

re
ss

io
n.

Po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 d
es

ig
n 

ch
an

ge
s 

be
fo

re
 

LR
T 

is
 c

on
st

ru
ct

ed
, l

an
d 

ac
qu

is
iti

on
 

(d
ep

en
di

ng
 o

n 
de

si
gn

), 
tre

e 
re

m
ov

al
s 

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 m

ed
ia

n,
 c

on
ve

rs
io

n 
co

st
s.

 
En

cu
m

be
rs

 L
R

T 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n.

C
ity

, p
rim

ar
ily

 w
ith

in
 ro

ad
 

rig
ht

-o
f-w

ay
.

$7
0-

90
M

 (c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

st
s 

on
ly

, d
oe

s 
no

t i
nc

lu
de

 v
eh

ic
le

s
gr

ad
e 

se
pa

ra
tio

ns
, l

an
d,

 
fin

an
ci

ng
, d

es
ig

n,
 e

tc
)

D
o 

no
t f

or
w

ar
d 

to
 

R
ou

te
Ah

ea
d 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
du

e 
to

 p
ro

je
ct

 c
os

t, 
co

nv
er

si
on

 c
os

ts
, a

nd
 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

di
sr

up
tio

n.

C
on

st
ru

ct
 g

ra
de

 s
ep

ar
at

io
ns

 
re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r f
ut

ur
e 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

LR
T 

an
d 

us
e 

fo
r b

us
es

 in
 th

e 
in

te
rim

U
nd

er
pa

ss
es

 a
t B

ed
di

ng
to

n 
Tr

ai
l/H

ar
ve

st
 H

ills
 B

lv
d 

in
te

rc
ha

ng
e 

gr
ad

e 
se

pa
ra

tio
n,

 n
ew

 b
rid

ge
s 

at
 W

es
t

N
os

e 
C

re
ek

, u
nd

er
pa

ss
 a

t 9
6 

Av
en

ue
 

N
, u

nd
er

pa
ss

 a
t C

ou
nt

ry
 H

ills
 B

lv
d 

N
.

Lo
ng

-te
rm

: d
es

ig
ne

d 
an

d 
co

ns
tru

ct
ed

 
to

 b
e 

us
ed

 fo
r L

R
T 

in
 th

e 
fu

tu
re

 a
nd

 
bu

se
s 

in
 th

e 
in

te
rim

.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 L
ik

el
y 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 

rid
er

sh
ip

, s
er

vi
ce

 re
lia

bi
lit

y,
 a

nd
 

su
pp

or
t m

od
e 

pr
og

re
ss

io
n

D
is

ru
pt

iv
e 

du
rin

g 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n,
 la

nd
 

ac
qu

is
iti

on
 (d

ep
en

di
ng

 o
n 

de
si

gn
), 

po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 L
R

T 
de

si
gn

 c
ha

ng
es

 
be

fo
re

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n.

La
nd

 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

/c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
ea

se
m

en
ts

 re
qu

ire
d 

fo
r 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n.

$1
25

M
 (c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

co
st

s 
on

ly
, d

oe
s 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 

la
nd

/e
as

em
en

ts
, f

in
an

ci
ng

, 
de

si
gn

, e
tc

)

D
o 

no
t f

or
w

ar
d 

to
 

R
ou

te
Ah

ea
d 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
du

e 
to

 p
ro

je
ct

 c
os

t 
an

d 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
di

sr
up

tio
n.

U
pg

ra
de

 e
xi

st
in

g 
R

ou
te

 3
01

-B
R

T
N

or
th

 to
 M

AX
 s

er
vi

ce
 (i

n-
st

re
et

 
on

 C
en

tre
 S

tre
et

 N
)

U
se

 e
xi

st
in

g 
ro

ad
w

ay
 b

et
w

ee
n 

do
w

nt
ow

n 
an

d 
Be

dd
in

gt
on

 T
ra

il 
N

.  
In

cl
ud

es
 q

ue
ue

 ju
m

ps
, t

ra
ns

it 
pr

io
rit

y.

In
 u

se
 u

nt
il 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

is
 e

xt
en

de
d,

 
an

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

ca
n 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 b

y 
lo

ca
l r

ou
te

s,
 o

r 
sh

el
te

rs
/re

al
-ti

m
e 

di
sp

la
ys

 c
an

 b
e 

re
lo

ca
te

d.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

ex
is

tin
g 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 P
ot

en
tia

l t
o 

in
cr

ea
se

 ri
de

rs
hi

p 
an

d 
su

pp
or

t m
od

e 
pr

og
re

ss
io

n

Li
m

ite
d 

to
 ty

pi
ca

l p
ro

je
ct

 ri
sk

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t/m
iti

ga
tio

n.

Pr
im

ar
ily

 C
ity

-o
w

ne
d,

 
so

m
e 

la
nd

 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

/e
as

em
en

ts
 

re
qu

ire
d.

$1
5M

 (c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

st
s 

on
ly

, 
do

es
 n

ot
 in

cl
ud

e 
la

nd
, u

til
iti

es
, 

de
si

gn
, f

in
an

ci
ng

, e
tc

)

Fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 R

ou
te

Ah
ea

d 
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

pr
oc

es
s.

C
on

st
ru

ct
 g

ra
de

 s
ep

ar
at

io
ns

 
re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r f
ut

ur
e 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

LR
T 

an
d 

us
e 

fo
r b

us
es

 in
 th

e 
in

te
rim

U
nd

er
pa

ss
 a

t M
cK

ni
gh

t B
lv

d 
N

.
Lo

ng
-te

rm
: d

es
ig

ne
d 

an
d 

co
ns

tru
ct

ed
 

to
 b

e 
us

ed
 fo

r L
R

T 
in

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 a

nd
 

bu
se

s 
in

 th
e 

in
te

rim
.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 L
ik

el
y 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 

rid
er

sh
ip

, s
er

vi
ce

 re
lia

bi
lit

y,
 a

nd
 

su
pp

or
t m

od
e 

pr
og

re
ss

io
n

D
is

ru
pt

iv
e 

du
rin

g 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n.
 L

an
d 

ac
qu

is
iti

on
 (d

ep
en

di
ng

 o
n 

de
si

gn
). 

Po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 d
es

ig
n 

ch
an

ge
s 

be
fo

re
 

LR
T 

is
 c

on
st

ru
ct

ed
. N

ee
d 

to
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 tr

af
fic

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
.

Pr
im

ar
ily

 C
ity

-o
w

ne
d,

 
so

m
e 

la
nd

 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

/e
as

em
en

ts
 

re
qu

ire
d.

$3
5M

 (c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

st
s 

on
ly

, 
do

es
 n

ot
 in

cl
ud

e 
la

nd
/e

as
em

en
ts

, f
in

an
ci

ng
, 

de
si

gn
, e

tc
)

D
o 

no
t f

or
w

ar
d 

to
 

R
ou

te
Ah

ea
d 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
du

e 
to

 p
ro

je
ct

 c
os

t 
an

d 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
di

sr
up

tio
n.

U
pg

ra
de

 e
xi

st
in

g 
R

ou
te

 3
02

-B
R

T
So

ut
he

as
t t

o 
M

AX
 s

er
vi

ce
 (i

n-
st

re
et

 o
n 

52
 S

tre
et

 S
E)

U
se

 e
xi

st
in

g 
ro

ad
w

ay
 s

ou
th

 o
f 1

26
 

Av
en

ue
 S

E.
 In

cl
ud

es
 q

ue
ue

 ju
m

ps
, 

tra
ns

it 
pr

io
rit

y,
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f s
ur

fa
ce

 
pa

rk
 a

nd
 ri

de
 lo

ts
 a

t P
re

st
w

ic
k,

 A
ub

ur
n

Ba
y/

M
ah

og
an

y,
 S

et
on

 s
ta

tio
ns

.

In
 u

se
 u

nt
il 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

is
 e

xt
en

de
d,

 
an

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

ca
n 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 b

y 
lo

ca
l r

ou
te

s,
 o

r 
sh

el
te

rs
/re

al
-ti

m
e 

di
sp

la
ys

 c
an

 b
e 

re
lo

ca
te

d.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

ex
is

tin
g 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 P
ot

en
tia

l t
o 

in
cr

ea
se

 ri
de

rs
hi

p 
an

d 
su

pp
or

t m
od

e 
pr

og
re

ss
io

n.

Li
m

ite
d 

to
 ty

pi
ca

l p
ro

je
ct

 ri
sk

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t/m
iti

ga
tio

n.
C

ity
, w

ith
in

 ro
ad

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

.

$1
3M

 +
 $

14
M

 fo
r t

hr
ee

 p
ar

k 
an

d 
rid

es
 (c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

co
st

s 
on

ly
, d

oe
s 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 v

eh
ic

le
s

de
si

gn
, f

in
an

ci
ng

, e
tc

)

Fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 R

ou
te

Ah
ea

d 
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

pr
oc

es
s.

U
pg

ra
de

 e
xi

st
in

g 
R

ou
te

 3
02

-B
R

T
SE

 to
 M

AX
 s

er
vi

ce
 (m

ed
ia

n 
tra

ns
itw

ay
)

U
se

 e
xi

st
in

g 
m

ed
ia

n 
so

ut
h 

of
 1

26
 

Av
en

ue
 S

E.
 In

cl
ud

es
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f  
su

rfa
ce

 p
ar

k 
an

d 
rid

e 
lo

ts
 a

t 
Pr

es
tw

ic
k,

 A
ub

ur
n 

Ba
y/

M
ah

og
an

y,
 

Se
to

n 
st

at
io

ns
.

In
 u

se
 u

nt
il 

G
re

en
 L

in
e 

is
 e

xt
en

de
d,

 
an

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

is
 

co
nv

er
te

d 
fo

r L
R

T.
 W

ou
ld

 in
cu

r 
th

ro
w

aw
ay

 c
os

ts
 in

 c
on

ve
rs

io
n.

Pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

en
ha

nc
ed

 s
er

vi
ce

 fo
r 

tra
ns

it 
cu

st
om

er
s.

 L
ik

el
y 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 

rid
er

sh
ip

, s
er

vi
ce

 re
lia

bi
lit

y,
 a

nd
 

su
pp

or
t m

od
e 

pr
og

re
ss

io
n.

Po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 d
es

ig
n 

ch
an

ge
s 

be
fo

re
 

LR
T 

is
 c

on
st

ru
ct

ed
, l

an
d 

ac
qu

is
iti

on
 

(d
ep

en
di

ng
 o

n 
de

si
gn

). 
C

on
ve

rs
io

n 
co

st
s.

 E
nc

um
be

rs
 L

R
T 

pr
oj

ec
t.

C
ity

, p
rim

ar
ily

 w
ith

in
 ro

ad
 

rig
ht

-o
f-w

ay
.

$1
70

-2
10

M
 +

 $
14

M
 fo

r t
hr

ee
 

pa
rk

 a
nd

 ri
de

s 
(c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

co
st

s 
on

ly
, d

oe
s 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 

gr
ad

e 
se

pa
ra

tio
n,

 la
nd

, 
fin

an
ci

ng
, d

es
ig

n,
 e

tc
)

D
o 

no
t f

or
w

ar
d 

to
 

R
ou

te
Ah

ea
d 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
du

e 
to

 p
ro

je
ct

 c
os

t 
an

d 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
di

sr
up

tio
n.

Blue Line Northeast

Saddletowne Station              
to Country Hills Blvd
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Harvest Hills Blvd N                     
(North of Beddington Trail N)
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(South of Beddington Trail N) Shepard to Seton

Rapid Transit Expansion Projects
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