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Letters have been submitted in support of the Calgary River Access Strategy from the 
following organizations or individuals: 
 
General Support 

• Patrick Mahaffey, Calgary River Users Alliance 

• Howard Heffler, Calgary River Users Alliance 
 
Canoe and Kayak Community 

• Michael Holroyd,  Alberta Slalom Canoe Kayak 

• Chuck Lee, Alberta Whitewater Association 

• Lorie Travis, Bow Waters Canoe Club 

• Lynda Roberts, Calgary Canoe Club 

• Karla Handy, Paddle Alberta 
 
Fishing Community 

• Nancy Storwick, Maxwell Robinson, Angling Outfitter and Guide Association  

• Peter Crowe-Swords, Bow River Trout 
 
River Surfing Community 

• Neil Esgard, Alberta River Surfing Association 

• Ryan Morstad, River Surfer 
 
Education and Environment  

• Michael Kenny, Calgary River Valleys 

• Cal Kullman, RiverWatch Institute of Alberta 
 
River-Related Businesses 

• David Blair and Nancy Storwick, Fish Tales Fly Shop 

• Harry Daley, Lazy Day Raft Rentals 

• Mark Taylor, Rocky Mountain Paddling Centre 

• Tony Palmer, Undercurrents 
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Laura Smith 
Business & Policy Planner 
Calgary Parks 
The City of Calgary 
Laura.Smith@calgary.ca 
 
Dear Ms Smith, 
 
The Calgary River Users’ Alliance (CRUA) would like to express its 
Calgary’s proposed River Access Strategy.
 
The CRUA represents most of the recreational and commercial river user
which includes canoeing, kayaking, rafting, paddleboarding, river surfing, and fishing.
 
We have been working with The City of Calgary over the past year to find ways to improve 
access to the city’s rivers for recreational use, to help improve the condition of the riverbanks, 
and to educate river users about responsible use of our rivers.
 
We are very pleased that The City has responded so positively and has generously allowed us 
to contribute to the proposed River Access Strategy, and we believe it is largely aligned with the 
CRUA’s objectives.  We urge City Council to approve the Strategy and 
that significant improvements can be made to river access this year and into the future. 
 
We will continue to collaborate with The City 
including seeking other additional 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Patrick Mahaffey 
Calgary River Users’ Alliance 
 
cc. CRUA members 
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January 17, 2017

Calgary River Users’ Alliance (CRUA) would like to express its overall support
Calgary’s proposed River Access Strategy. 

most of the recreational and commercial river user groups in the city, 
canoeing, kayaking, rafting, paddleboarding, river surfing, and fishing.

e have been working with The City of Calgary over the past year to find ways to improve 
access to the city’s rivers for recreational use, to help improve the condition of the riverbanks, 
and to educate river users about responsible use of our rivers. 

re very pleased that The City has responded so positively and has generously allowed us 
iver Access Strategy, and we believe it is largely aligned with the 

CRUA’s objectives.  We urge City Council to approve the Strategy and an adequate budget so 
that significant improvements can be made to river access this year and into the future. 

We will continue to collaborate with The City in facilitating the implementation of 
additional sources of funding. 
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canoeing, kayaking, rafting, paddleboarding, river surfing, and fishing. 

e have been working with The City of Calgary over the past year to find ways to improve 
access to the city’s rivers for recreational use, to help improve the condition of the riverbanks, 

re very pleased that The City has responded so positively and has generously allowed us 
iver Access Strategy, and we believe it is largely aligned with the 

an adequate budget so 
that significant improvements can be made to river access this year and into the future.  

in facilitating the implementation of the Strategy, 
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mholroydcoach@gmail.com 
403-479-8017 

January 9, 2017 
Calgary City Council: 
 
Alberta Slalom Canoe Kayak (ASCK) supports the Calgary River Access Strategy and highly encourages 
Calgary to allocate funds to accelerate its implementation. Calgary has great recreational water 
opportunities that all Calgarians should be able to appreciate. 
 
In particular interest to our membership are hand launches for kayaks where people can put on to the 
river for training purposes, near where they live. In our 2010 club facility guide we recommend that each 
athlete have access to a training site within 15min of their house. Anything further and it becomes a 
significant barrier to participation. 
 
Harvie Passage, when rebuilt, will become one of the defining sports facilities of Calgary, the same way 
Denver’s Confluence Park is used in tourism brochures and advertising everywhere. ASCK supports a 
safe, accessible facility, that is being used to its fullest. We are working with Alberta Environment and 
Parks, and Calgary Recreation to develop a world class training site and ASCK will be funding the 
installation of slalom infrastructure on the site (about $250,000). 
 
ASCK members appreciate the environment and will continue to enjoy Alberta’s rivers with our low 
impact sport. Almost nothing leaves as little trace as canoeing or kayaking down a river. 
 
The only part we don’t support are sections 14 and 16 of the Parks Bylaw 20M2003. We believe it is 
every Canadian’s right to free access to our rivers. A better solution to these unconstitutional bylaws is 
to build excellent access points and provide information so that people make good decisions about 
where and when to use our rivers. 
 
We hope that City Council approves the Calgary River Access Strategy and finds ways to implement the 
reports’ recommendations as quickly as it can.  
 

Sincerely,   

 
 
Michael Holroyd        
Head Coach / Sport Development Director - Alberta Slalom Canoe Kayak 
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ALBERTA WHITEWATER ASSOCIATIONALBERTA WHITEWATER ASSOCIATIONALBERTA WHITEWATER ASSOCIATIONALBERTA WHITEWATER ASSOCIATION    
 
 
 

January 16, 2017 
 
Calgary City Council: 
 
The Alberta Whitewater Association (AWA) is the Provincial Sport Governing Organization for 
whitewater canoeing and kayaking in Alberta. We represent 4 paddling clubs in Calgary and 13 clubs in 
the rest of the province within the 5 Disciplines of our sport. The AWA supports the Calgary River Access 
Strategy and encourages the City of Calgary to move ahead with implementing the work envisioned as 
quickly as possible. 
 
Canoeing, kayaking and river rafting are important sport and recreational activities that Calgarians enjoy 
in the city. More people participate in these activities than play organized sports such as hockey or 
soccer and our sports rank ahead of participation rates in most other outdoor sports. When asked, 
Albertans said canoeing and kayaking were in the Top 4 sports that they want to start participating in.  
(Alberta Recreation Survey 2013) 
 
We believe it is every Canadian’s right to freely access our waterways. Sections 14 and 16 of the Parks 
Bylaw 20M2003 impede this right and as such are unconstitutional. We believe that by creating 
excellent access points and providing information to people they will make good decisions about where 
to access our rivers and these clauses are unnecessary. 
 
Calgary has great opportunities for lake and river recreation that everyone should be able to enjoy. But 
there has been insufficient attention to the needs and desires of Calgarians to access and utilize these 
natural recreational facilities. Just as there are neighbourhood - regional recreation facilities for other 
sports, canoeing and kayaking in Calgary is building towards the same goal. In other major urban centres 
around North America and Europe there are often several different canoe/kayak clubs and facilities that 
offer a variety of programs for local residents without having to drive across the city. Children are able 
to hop on their bikes or local transit to get to their club after school, participate in a training session and 
then get home in time for supper.  Adults will come down to the club in the evening grab a boat and go 
for a paddle.  
 
There are now 4 facilities for our sport in Calgary, Bowness Eddies, Calgary Canoe Club on Glenmore 
Reservoir, Bow Waters Canoe Club on the WID canal and Harvie Passage.  We see the long term need for 
additional facilities in Calgary West, Calgary Downtown and Calgary South regions. The River Access 
Strategy is the first step in creating the infrastructure for our sport that Calgarians need.  
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When Harvie Passage reopens it will be a unique sports facility for a Canadian city. The AWA has been an 
active partner in the planning and design of this facility and we look forward to having the appropriate 
amenities and infrastructure to support the future demands of this whitewater park in the city.  
 
Canoeing and Kayaking are dependent on clean fresh water and one of paddlers’ biggest pleasure is 
seeing river ecosystems from a unique perspective.  The AWA and our members pride ourselves on 
being good educators and stewards for the environment and we will continue to foster that core value 
with future generations of Canadians.  
 
As a member of the Calgary River Users Alliance we appreciate the opportunity to participate in a City 
Committee to review and assess new opportunities for river access and citizen needs. We hope that City 
Council approves the Calgary River Access Strategy and moves ahead with the report’s 
recommendations. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Chuck Lee 
Executive Director 
Alberta Whitewater Association   
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Hello Laura, 

 
My name is Harry Daley and I operate just one of many Bow River related seasonal business's here in 
Calgary.  My company, Lazy Day Raft Rentals offers many locals, tourists and visitors a unique 
experience, floating down the beautiful Bow River.  We can see numbers of up to 500 people per day 
using our services from Jun - September which leads to our main concern that is in alignment with the 
CRUA's short and long term goals. 
 
Our customers mainly use one of the following 3 launch points when beginning their journey; BN01, 
BN02 and BN03 (as per strategy and requirements document).  The finish area is located in close 
proximity to our shop, BC03 - Hand Launch (Prince's Island North) and requires attention as it serves as a 
popular exit point for not only our customers but for as many as 2 or 3 times that of other River users 
who have parked at the pay parking site on East side of Calgary Curling Club. 
 
As stated in the plan, the steep and rocky area leading to the foot path is in need of attention for the 
benefit and safety of all tourists, visitors and locals using it.  We have had numerous complaints from 
people visiting our city asking why something can’t be done to make it easier and safer for all users to 
exit the river and get onto the pathway.  Our customer reviews and feedback show that the only 
negative part of the Bow river rafting experience most people share is the rocky shore and steep hill at 
end of trip making it very difficult and stressful at times.  The rocks on shore are jagged, very unstable 
and can be very slippery.  From these concerns, we now ask families with elderly parents and small 
children or anyone needing it,  to call our shop as they arrive to end point so that we may provide 
assistance to ensure they   to the hazard.  In 9 years, we have had to give band aids too many times to 
people who have scratched or cut their legs, hands etc… in this specific area. 
 
We absolutely love our business and that it gives so many people a wonderful experience in the summer 
in our City.  We strive to do all we can for our customers but this one thing is out of our control.  As the 
owner operator, I am willing to assist in any way possible with making this location safer for everyone 
wishing to use it.  With tens of thousands of people using this exact location each summer, I believe 
action should be taken immediately to minimize the hazards.  Some ideas would be:  Engineering 
controls like a ramp from River to level area (Picture), stairs from level area to grassy landing (Picture), 
hinged gate leading to paved pathway (Picture3) and Signage to indicate location up stream for all River 
users, directing them to the preferred exit location.  (Picture 4 is a view from pathway above) 
 
We are excited to be a part of the Calgary River Users Alliance and will continue to support the group as 
we move forward in many positive directions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Harry Daley 
Lazy Day Raft Rentals 
403 999 1123 
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Rocky Mountain Paddling Centre Ltd 
Box 75115 216 Stewart Green SW 

Calgary, Ab 
T3H 3M1 

 
 
 
Laura Smith 
Business & Policy Planner 
Calgary Parks 
City of Calgary 
laura.Smith@calgary.ca 
 
 
Dear Ms Smith, 
 
The Rocky Mountain Paddling Centre and Raft Calgary strongly support the City of Calgary 
recommendations as set out in the River Access Strategy. 
 
Our company has been offering canoe, kayak, sup and raft lessons and rentals to the public in 
Calgary since 1992.  Our company and patrons utilize the Bow river daily during the paddling 
season. 
 
Access to this amazing resource has become a serious issue in the past decade.  We fully 
support and are a member of the CRUA.  We look forward to working with the City and CRUA to 
restore public access to the Bow and Elbow rivers and in protecting the environment and 
recreational opportunities that exist on and around the rivers. 
 
The Rocky Mountain Paddling Centre believes the city needs to act quicker in finding funding to 
support the goals of the River Access Strategy.  Waiting will only lead to greater environmental, 
social and economic losses. 
 
We appreciate all the work that has gone into this project and look forward to the rewards the 
City will reap when complete. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Taylor 
Rocky Mountain Paddling Centre Ltd 
 
  

mailto:laura.Smith@calgary.ca
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January 17, 2017 
 
Attn: Laura Smith 
Business & Policy Planner 
Calgary Parks 
The City of Calgary 
Laura.Smith@calgary.ca 
 
 
Comments regarding the proposed Calgary River Strategy
 
Undercurrents is a retailer of quality paddling equipment, and a hub of the Calgary paddling 
community. Undercurrents also operates
stripes to safely enjoy their time on the water in canoes, kayaks and paddleboards, and on river 
surf boards. 
 
I am writing today to express our general support for the proposed river access strategy. 
rivers are a public resource and it falls to the City to responsibly develop those resources to 
benefit our citizens. We are thrilled to see the City reengaging on this important file.
 
The strategy’s focus on Access, Environment, Education, and Econom
balanced and responsible. That visible action is planned for the 2017 season shows that the 
City is serious about acting now to improve our river access. Thank you.
 
I congratulate you for working with the Calgary River Users’ Alliance 
you to continue doing so in the future. As a varied group of river users, both recreational and 
commercial, CRUA well represents the broader river user base. CRUA will continue to be an 
asset to the City as the river access strategy 
time. 
 
We urge City Council to approve the Strategy, along with an adequate budget so that significant 
improvements can be made to river access, both this year and on an ongoing forward basis.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tony Palmer 
Undercurrents Sports Ltd 
6531 Bowness Rd NW 
 
403-262-4327 
tony@undercurrents.ca 
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Calgary Alberta T3B 0E8

403
experts@undercurrents.c

Comments regarding the proposed Calgary River Strategy 

Undercurrents is a retailer of quality paddling equipment, and a hub of the Calgary paddling 
community. Undercurrents also operates an active paddling school, teaching Calgarians of all 
stripes to safely enjoy their time on the water in canoes, kayaks and paddleboards, and on river 

I am writing today to express our general support for the proposed river access strategy. 
rivers are a public resource and it falls to the City to responsibly develop those resources to 
benefit our citizens. We are thrilled to see the City reengaging on this important file.

The strategy’s focus on Access, Environment, Education, and Economic Opportunities is 
balanced and responsible. That visible action is planned for the 2017 season shows that the 
City is serious about acting now to improve our river access. Thank you. 

I congratulate you for working with the Calgary River Users’ Alliance and strongly encourage 
you to continue doing so in the future. As a varied group of river users, both recreational and 
commercial, CRUA well represents the broader river user base. CRUA will continue to be an 
asset to the City as the river access strategy unfolds, and as the river inevitably changes over 

We urge City Council to approve the Strategy, along with an adequate budget so that significant 
improvements can be made to river access, both this year and on an ongoing forward basis.
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rivers are a public resource and it falls to the City to responsibly develop those resources to 
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We urge City Council to approve the Strategy, along with an adequate budget so that significant 
improvements can be made to river access, both this year and on an ongoing forward basis. 


