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CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT

Re; Cultural Plan / Local Area Plan for Chinatown

Your Worship Mayor Naheed Nenshi
and Ward Councilors

On 2016 December 6th, after several months of public engagement, deliberation and debate over
guidelines for the future development of Chinatown as-a-whole and regarding the proposed land use
redesignation of a significant property at the centre of Chinatown, City Council decided to adopt eight (8)
Guiding Principles for Chinatown Development. These Guiding Principles are to be used as a guide to
reviewing land use planning and development permit applications, in conjunction with the current
Chinatown Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP), the Centre City Plan (2007) and other City policies, “until a
new ARP is approved by Council”. The Chinatown community endorsed and accepted this decision.

Further to this, City Council directed Administration to prepare a Cultural Plan for Chinatown which would
lead to a Culturally-based Local Area Plan for Chinatown. it was clearly Council’s intention to move forward
with development of a new Chinatown ARP. Once again, the Chinatown community endorsed and
accepted this decision.

As directed, on 2018 June 25th, City Council approved the City Administration’s recommendations to
proceed based upon the Option #3 approach to develop the Cultural Plan and Local Area Plan. The
Chinatown community deeply appreciates City Council’s recognition of the importance and vital needs
of these Plans and direction to Administration to recommend options to fund this initiative. All words
and sentiments expressed in Chinatown has been positive and supportive; not a negative word said.

Since 2016 December, the Chinatown community has come together in a variety of ways including:
e evolving Chinatown partnerships of Chinese associations, societies and individuals to work
together on a variety of civic, community, cultural and festival initiatives;
e establishing a common brand and outcome: ‘CalgaryChinatown: One Chinatown for Everyone’;
e showing support for the Guiding Principles, Cultural Plan, and Local Area Pian through
o astrong commitment to participate in the process of public engagement
o asupportive and unified voice in the determination and fulfillment of future Chinatown
development;
o an expressed desire for an urban fabric which balances residential, commercial, cultural,
environment, entertainment, and socio-economic harmony and balance; and
o the hope for an outcome that leads to and advances ‘Chinatown as a Must Visit
Destination’.
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This was demonstrated through the signed commitment of over 30 Chinese associations and
‘Tong Societies’ plus more than 1,000 individual Chinatown and Chinese citizens and stakeholders.

We trust that City Council and City Administration have been witness to this unification.

Chinatown Community Pledge

Therefore, Chinatown pledges
.. to participate responsibly, respectfully, and with the fullest of interest in the process of
developing a mutually satisfying Cultural Plan and Local Area Plan;
... to lead the Chinatown and Chinese community stakeholder interests to realize implementation
success with our Chinatown property owners, business operators, residents, other stakeholders
and ultimately future property and business investors in the spirit of the eight (8) guiding principles.

... and we ask that

... Calgary City Council to support the Cultural Plan and Local Area Plan per Option #3 as proposed

by City Administration;

... that City Council approve
... a ‘one-time’ operating budget request for 2019/20;
.. an application from the Council Innovation Fund. Chinatown and the Chinese-Asian
culture is an integral part of Calgary’s heritage cultural fabric for over 135 years. It is and
will grow to be a greater destination for arts, culture, cuisine, entertainment, festivals and
tourism. This Cultural Plan done right will be o model and template for other cultural
communities with Chinatown’s fullest support; and
... the Fiscal Stabilization Reserve for unforeseen activities and issues

as funding is imperative to moving forward;

... City Administration and Planners to acknowledge that an ‘iron-clad’ Cultural Plan and Local Area

Plan can be realized through collaborative public engagement with the Chinatown community;

.. The City regards Chinatown’s voice as a ‘significant participant’ in the consultation and

determination of the Plans; and,

... City Council recognize that we have come too far in this process to stop now.

Sincerely and Respectfully,
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Grace Su Ed Tam
Chair, Chinatown District BIA President, Calgary Chinatown Community Association
T.K. WONG
Terry Wong Tiffany Whitnack
Executive Director, Chinatown District BIA Secretary, Calgary Chinatown Community Association

FILE NAME: pledge.docx
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Friends of Chinatown

...representing Calgarians the Chinatown Residents, Property Owners, Business Owner / Operators, Associations and Societies, Visitors and Tourists,
and Community Stakeholders undersigned

We support the eight (8) Guiding Principles for Chinatown Development as approved by City Council (December 2016) for the:
e Establishment of a Cultural Plan for Chinatown;
e Development of a Culturally-Led Local Area Plan for Chinatown; and the
e Redevelopment of existing Chinatown lands / buildings until replaced by new Chinatown Local Area Plan.

However, the Calgary’s Chinese-Asian community and Chinatown entities must have

‘IT’S VOICE HEARD AND BE CONSULTED DURING THE PROCESS OF DECISION MAKING’

in how Chinatown’s:
e (135-year) history, heritage, culture, and social fabric is protected;
future culture, social fabric and physical environment is defined;
residents and visitors are kept safe, secure and socially healthy;
property ownership wealth and business prosperity grows and thrives;
cultural associations, societies and religious groups remain community pillars;
Chinese and Asian culture has ample space to celebrate through events and festivals; and
e tourist and visitors can realize a ‘world-class’ Chinatown experience
through land, building, parks, recreation, public infrastructure, economic, social and environmental development initiatives.
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Calgary Chinese Merchants Association

Brian Wong

Director

o

Sien Lok
Kevin Wong

President

4

Calgary tilmtown Lions Club
Dr. Thomas Cheuck

President

Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre

Malcoim Chow

Chairman / President

FILE NAME: pledge.dox
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Calgary Chinése Community Services Assoc.

Lily Kwok

Executive Director
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Calgary Chinatown Dévelopment Foundation

Jack Yee

President

United Calgary Chinatown Association
Lyn Chow

President

L

Calgary Chinese Elderly Citizens Association

Liza Chan

Executive Director
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