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The following excerpts are from the Municipal Government Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, 
Chapter M-26, Current as of April 1, 2018. 
  
“Subdivision applications 
653.1(1) A subdivision authority must, within 20 days after the receipt of an application for  
subdivision approval under section 653(1), determine whether the application is complete. 
 
(2) An application is complete if, in the opinion of the subdivision authority, the application  
contains the documents and other information necessary to review the application. 
 
(3) The time period referred to in subsection (1) may be extended by an agreement in writing  
between the applicant and the subdivision authority or, if applicable, in accordance with the land  
use bylaw made pursuant to section 640.1(c). 
 
(4) If the subdivision authority does not make a determination referred to in subsection (1) within  
the time required under subsection (1) or (3), the application is deemed to be complete. 
 
(5) If a subdivision authority determines that the application is complete, the subdivision  
authority must issue to the applicant an acknowledgment in the form and manner provided for in 
the land use bylaw that the application is complete. 
 
(6) If the subdivision authority determines that the application is incomplete, the subdivision  
authority must issue to the applicant a notice in the form and manner provided for in the land use  
bylaw that the application is incomplete and that any outstanding documents and information  
referred to in the notice must be submitted by a date set out in the notice or a later date agreed  
on between the applicant and the subdivision authority in order for the application to be considered 
complete. 
 
(7)  If the subdivision authority determines that the information and documents submitted under 
subsection (6) are complete, the subdivision authority must issue to the applicant an 
acknowledgment in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw that the application is 
complete. 
 
(8) If the applicant fails to submit all the outstanding information and documents on or before the  
date referred to in subsection (6), the application is deemed to be refused. 
 
(9) If an application is deemed to be refused under subsection (8), the subdivision authority must  
issue to the applicant a notice in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw that the  
application has been refused and the reason for the refusal. 
 
(10) Despite that the subdivision authority has issued an acknowledgment under subsection (5) or  
(7), in the course of reviewing the application, the subdivision authority may request additional  
information or documentation from the applicant that the subdivision authority considers necessary  
to review the application. 
 
(11)  A decision of a subdivision authority must state 
 

(a) whether an appeal lies to a subdivision and development appeal board or to the 
Municipal Government Board, and 
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(b) if an application for subdivision approval is refused, the reasons for the refusal.” 
 
 
“Development applications 
683.1(1) A development authority must, within 20 days after the receipt of an application for a  
development permit, determine whether the application is complete. 
 
(2)  An application is complete if, in the opinion of the development authority, the application  
contains the documents and other information necessary to review the application. 
 
(3) The time period referred to in subsection (1) may be extended by an agreement in writing  
between the applicant and the development authority or, if applicable, in accordance with a land  
use bylaw made pursuant to section 640.1(a). 
 
(4) If the development authority does not make a determination referred to in subsection (1) within  
the time required under subsection (1) or (3), the application is deemed to be complete. 
 
(5) If a development authority determines that the application is complete, the development  
authority must issue to the applicant an acknowledgment in the form and manner provided for in 
the land use bylaw that the application is complete. 
 
(6) If the development authority determines that the application is incomplete, the development  
authority must issue to the applicant a notice in the form and manner provided for in the land use  
bylaw that the application is incomplete and that any outstanding documents and information  
referred to in the notice must be submitted by a date set out in the notice or a later date agreed  
on between the applicant and the development authority in order for the application to be  
considered complete. 
 
(7) If the development authority determines that the information and documents submitted under  
subsection (6) are complete, the development authority must issue to the applicant an  
acknowledgment in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw that the application is  
complete. 
 
(8) If the applicant fails to submit all the outstanding information and documents on or before the  
date referred to in subsection (6), the application is deemed to be refused. 
 
(9) If an application is deemed to be refused under subsection (8), the development authority must  
issue to the applicant a notice in the form and manner provided for in the land use bylaw that the  
application has been refused and the reason for the refusal. 
 
(10) Despite that the development authority has issued an acknowledgment under subsection (5) 
or (7), in the course of reviewing the application, the development authority may request additional  
information or documentation from the applicant that the development authority considers 
necessary to review the application. 
 
(11) If the development authority refuses the application for a development permit, the 
development authority must issue to the applicant a notice in the form and manner provided for in 
the land use bylaw that the application has been refused and the reasons for the refusal.” 


