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Engagement 

Stakeholder Workshops: 

In 2017 November, The City of Calgary held stakeholder workshops with representatives from 

community and business organizations to discuss policy and regulation areas regarding business 

licencing, community standards bylaws, land use planning and other affected bylaws: 

 

Consumption locations  

Public spaces  

o Participants generally agreed with the locations where cannabis could be consumed as 

outlined by the Government of Alberta, especially in order to protect exposure to 

children and non-cannabis users.  

Enforcement  

o Participants raised concerns about if/how The City could enforce consumption of 

cannabis via oils, edibles and vaping as these methods of consumption are hard to 

identify.  

Special events  

o Participants indicated that consumption of cannabis should be allowed at public events 

such as outdoor events and concerts. However, The City should consider providing 

separate areas to prevent consumption of both cannabis and liquor.  

o  Participants supported the consumption of cannabis in private backyards; however, 

some had varying opinions on whether consumption on restaurant patios should be 

permitted or align with what is permitted by the smoking bylaw.  

Cannabis lounges  

o Participants indicated that cannabis lounges (for cannabis vaping, edibles and oils) 

should be permitted. However, concerns about health issues for staff from secondhand 

smoke were raised.  

o  Participants shared mixed feedback on whether there should be separation distances 

between cannabis lounges, retail stores and production facilities. 

 

      Online Survey: 

From 2017 November 20 to 2017 December 10, The City of Calgary hosted an online survey on 

its engagement portal at www.engage.calgary.ca to solicit feedback from Calgarians, resulting in 

over 15,000 responses. The results pertaining to public consultation are provided below: 
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Research 

To better understand the attitudes of Calgarians regarding cannabis legalization, Environics Research 

was commissioned by The City of Calgary to conduct quantitative and qualitative research on this topic. 

Environics conducted a telephone survey with a randomly selected sample of 1,002 Calgarians aged 18 

and older between 2017 November 06 and 2017 November 19. Both landline (70 per cent) and cell 

phone (30 per cent) samples were used to obtain a random and statistically representative sample of 

Calgary adults aged 18 years and over. The results pertaining to public consumption are provided below:  
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Focus Groups: 

A total of five mixed-gender focus groups were conducted, comprised of: opponents of legalization, 

legalization supporters/non-users, recreational cannabis users aged 18-39, recreational cannabis users 

aged 40-69 and medical cannabis users. 

Environics recruited a total of 11 participants for each session, with eight-nine participants taking part in 

each group. All participants were recruited via telephone using a customized screening instrument. Each 

group lasted approximately 120 to 125 minutes. With respect to public consumption, Environics 

received the following feedback:  
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