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RE: LOC2017-0374 at 8500 23rd Avenue SE 

Council Public Meeting – June 11 

RE: Proposed Rezoning and development permit of LOC2017-0374 at 8500 23rd Avenue SE. 

We would like to speak against the rezoning and development permit # LOC2017-0374 at 8500 23rd 
Avenue SE. There are a number of concerns regarding the approval of this permit from many of the 
residents in Garden Heights/Belvedere along with myself and my husband Garth.  

I would like to start by bringing to Councils attention what the plan was for this area when Garden 
Heights was amalgamate – I have included from the initial proposal that was presented to the residents 
in this area in 2008. As you will see from the attached (A-1) we were amalgamated into the City of 
Calgary as Residential with some agricultural. We were also promise that the area would be more Urban 
with a Mediterranean look and feel.  

Since the Amalgamation, our beautiful area of Garden Heights is now known as Garbage Heights as it 
has become a lawless and free for all to run illegal industrial style businesses. If this zoning is approved 
all the City will be doing is confirming yes to industrial living in a residential area who will be affected in 
many ways.  

 Please let me continue with several of the most important aspects, why NO to this rezoning. 

1. The Garden Heights area is all maintained by well water which was paid by residents as many
drilled for their wells. Currently we are struggling with all the large vehicles in this area as they
dump not only garbage and contaminated soil in a number of properties but as well, the leakage
of these vehicles goes into our water table and system which we bath and many drink in this
area. This is dangerous to our health. Including another 100 semis in this area would be like
adding fuel to an already burning fire.

2. Our current road situation cannot handle anymore larger vehicles and proposing to pave 23rd

Ave. would not be a solution.  It would be inevitable that vehicles would be cutting through from
34th Ave, to 88 Street to get to the property. This would not only cause additional large vehicle
traffic in an area that is already hurting, but it would be dangerous as well with all the gravel
flying off the tires. I say this as a few years ago we had an incident where I was in my front yard
and rocks and gravel came flying at me from a roofing truck.

3. Many of the neighbours and I have been working at cleaning up this lawless area that has
overtake us by fly by night companies that rent and dump, and park large vehicles in the area.
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When does this stop! Approving this will only make it worse after a long 8 year battle we have 
had trying to clean this up and getting our quality of life back as we once knew it and were 
promised by the city.  
 

4. Please as well, let’s remember that our mailboxes are right there (84th Street and 23rd Ave) and 
this may cause several incidents along with casualties.   
 

5. If this rezoning is approved, it is only saying that it is okay to bring in large vehicles to a 
residential area (even thought the city has re-zoned to DC without any notice or knowledge to 
it’s resident’s), we are still a residential area by what the City of Calgary had presented us.  
 

6. This will as well increase traffic off of 17th Ave SE and 84 St SE. Currently, during traffic hours 
Stony Trail and the new Mall is not able to handle the busy traffic and more and more are using 
84th Street to get around.  
 
 

7. 84th Street was never upgraded after the long haul of traffic being diverted to 84th 
Form Glenmore while they completed Stoney Trail. If you drive it, you will notice that the road is 
splitting in the middle. It is only a matter of time that 84th Street will literally fall apart. I say it 
again, including another 100 semis in this area would be like adding fuel to an already burning 
fire.  
 

8. The industrial area is a mere 2 kilometers from the proposed rezoning and right off Piegan Trail 
with plenty of land to lease or buy. Why are they not using that land? Using that land, is futher 
from our water table and as well off Piegan Trail where many of the truck can enter and exit. 
This would facilitate in our cause as well in cleaning up Garden Heights and making it a healthier 
place to live.  
  

9. Allowing this will increase the noise pollution in our area. We are currently struggling with noise 
pollution from Stoney Trail on many days and have asked for a Noise Wall/Barrier to put up, 
however this is another item we are still working on. We struggle with semis jag breaking on 
Stony Trail. This will get even worse with allowing this rezoning.  
 

10. Approving this will also cause the value of our home and properties to drop, is this resident who 
is asking for the re-zoning going to reimburse the residents for lost value on their properties? Is 
it fair that the residents of Garden Heights loose value on their properties because of someone 
who just purchased a property and wants to re-zone and park trucks? Many of the residents 
have lived here for over 40-50 years. Should we all pay for this?  
 

11. We are currently struggling with cleaning up this area from all the illegal companies which use 
this land for dumping and storing large vehicles, (Please see Overview 1-10) This has been an 8 
year battle for many in the area working to clean it up. It has been even more difficult with the 
City of Calgary changing us to DC without our knowledge. We ask to please help us – not hurt us 
even further with approving this re-zoning.  
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I have included some images as well, of another few clean-ups we have been working at from a close up. 
As mentioned above this has been an ongoing battle for 8 years as many of us here work hard to keep 
this area cleaned up. We not only feel exhausted from trying to clean this up, but as well abandoned 
from the City of Calgary. We are excited with our new Councilman, Councillor Gian-Carlo Carra, and see 
a light at the end the tunnel, please help him help us in cleaning this area up by not approving this re-
zoning.  

 

During a temporary use hearing in 2014 - Past Councillor Dale Hodges said to us to keep fighting – it is 
worth while if we don’t our area to turn into the same as Saddleridge and Martindale in the NE. (See C1) 
He said for us to take a look at that area and many of us are devastated even to think about it.  

 

I have also included some of the nice homes in our area, so you may see why many of us are fighting to 
keep the quality of life here as we knew it. Please see (B-1 to B4).  

 

Please help us by not approving this re-zoning.  

 

Thank you for taking time to listening to our concerns 

 

With respect  

Tula Edmunds  
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Letter to City Council, 

Regarding the rezoning and development of property off 84th and 23rd Ave SE. Permit number LOC2017-0374 at 8500 

23rd Avenue SE. 

We would like to speak AGAINST the rezoning and development of this property. This will further affect us in an already 

bad situation that we have been faced since being amalgamated in the City of Calgary.  

We have lived in this area since 1965 and we have never had to go through what we are going through now. We 

currently struggle with our roads, water being contaminated from current large vehicles illegally being here, adding 

another 100 semis or more to already devastating situation is not good.  

The industrial area is just down the road where appropriate property can be leased or bought for this type of business. 

Our Roads from Piegan and 84th  to 17th Ave and 84th are falling apart, and our area, the circle which is even more 

affected 34th Avenue, to 88 St, to 24th Ave, the city cannot keep up with the current situation with all the current semis, 

gravel trucks and parked illegal vehicles.  

Please DO NOT APPROVE this application.  

Quick facts of why it should not be approved: 

Our Roads in this area cannot take any more. 

Our property values will be affected, who will compensate us?  

We are on well water and our water is being poisoned. 

Danger to residents with all these large trucks going up and down the road. 

Danger to residents picking up their mail.  

We are supposed to be residential not industrial here.  

Industrial is just down the road – they can go there. 

Noise pollution 

This does not fit with the Urban Development that was promised.  

It is time that the City of Calgary to help this area by NOT APPROVING this application and to help us with our current 

devasting state.  

Please get the trucks out of here, don’t bring more in and FIX OUR ROADS! We have struggles enough the past 8-9 years 

since your promises.  

Tula has more details for what else it affects – we agree with her and want to include our voice with this letter. 

Unfortunately, with all our recent medical conditions and Gwynne breaking his shoulder, we are not able to attend the 

meeting but would like Tula to read our concerns.  

Thank you 

Gwynne and Margaret Jones  
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