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The City of Calgary's Flood Mitigation Strategy 

Federal 

Citizens 
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Components of The City's Flood Mitigation Strategy 

• Gravel bar • Land use and 

reshaping building policy 

• Riparian Action • New Federal 
Program and Provincial 

policy 
• Environmental 

Reserve 
Stormwater 

ELBOW RIVER 
Improvements •Green 

• Citizen Stormwater 
education and Infrastructure 

Springbank Reservoir engagement 

+ • Wetlands 

Glenmore Gates 
Emergency conservation • Property 
response protection 
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Bow River Flood Mitigation Components 
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Bow River Flood Mitigation Barriers 

o Located in four communities: 
- Downtown 

- Sunnyside 

- Bowness 

- Pearce Estate-Inglewood 

o Complementary to upstream mitigation 

20 18 Mav 9 LJCS?018-0600 6 

3 



08/05/2018 

Calgary's flood mitigation strategy fully implemented 

2013 flood unmitigated 2013 flood actual 

(City and TransAlta operations) 

2013 flood with full strategy 

implemented 

(Upstream reservoirs, enhanced operations, 

community barriers) 

Bow River Water Management Project final report 

Key report recommendations 

Extend/expand 2016 TransAlta operational agreement 

and 

Enhancements to overall TransAlta operations 

and 
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Status of BRWG key recommendations 

A renewed Bow Working Group process is needed to move from conceptual studies to implementation 
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Areas of opportunity 

Bow River 
Working Group 

(BRWG) 

Policy and 
regulations 

• Urgency is needed to move beyond conceptual 
work. 

• Reconvene BRWG and develop a renewed 
governance framework. 

• Community barriers alone cannot protect Calgary. 

• The City's remaining projects should be funded as 
submitted to the Province. 

• Timely floodplain regulations must recognize 
structural and operational flood mitigation efforts. 
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Regional watershed management 

• Several interrelated watershed 
management issues for Calgary: 

o Flood mitigation 

o Water security 

o Water licensing 

• Holistic solutions needed: 
o Bring provincial Ministries together 

o Develop a bi-lateral Task Force 
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ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION 

That the SPC on Utilities and Corporate Services 
recommend that Council: 

Send a letter to the Province requesting: 

a) The Province reconvene the Bow River Working Group with a 
renewed governance framework as soon as possible; 

b) All projects in The City's 2017 Alberta Community Resilience 
Program application be approved and funded as submitted; 
and 

c) The Province work with Administration to develop a proposed 
scope of work for a bi-lateral Task Force to address The City's 
flood mitigation, policy, and watershed management issues. 
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