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Wednesday, August 7, 2024 – Beltline BIA Board approved expansion
Thursday, November 14, 2024 – Expansion boundaries proposed to the City of Calgary
January 2025 – Connect with key stakeholders, launch expansion portion of website

January 6 - email to key stakeholders with expansion proposal
January 15 - Initial meeting with Sunalta CA
January 16 - Social media post and newsletter circulated

https://www.instagram.com/p/DE5gG8wykM2/?img_index=1
January 22 - Meeting with BNA and Janet Eremenko
January 30 - Website Page launched

https://www.bloxbia.ca/expansion
January 31 - Social media post

https://www.instagram.com/p/DFgPbz4z60z/
February 2025

February 3 - Meeting with Joe Ceci, social media post & newsletter
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFnjc6GvRqf/

February 10 - Second meeting with Sunalta CA
February 13 - First Expansion Information Session Hosted

1 person in attendance
February 20 - Meeting with Ward 8
February 24 - Sunalta CA circulates expansion presentation on our behalf

March 2025
March 3 - Newsletter distributed
March 11 - Completion of expansion toolkits to go out to businesses
March 18 - First business engagement day
March 26 - Second business engagement day
March 31 - Social media post

https://www.instagram.com/p/DH4LSKjBmSZ/
April 2025

April 1 - Newsletter circulated
April 11 - Second expansion Information Session

1 person in attendance
April 16 - Third business engagement day
April 29 - fourth business engagement day

May 2025
May 7 - Mailout to all 361 new businesses in proposed boundary
May 15 - Fifth business engagement day
May 20 - Social media post

https://www.instagram.com/p/DJ4kjUSv8cC/?img_index=1
May 22 - 100 Street Posters went up in Beltline, Sunalta and surrounding
areas for 2 weeks

May 27 - 1 month of CJSW Ads start
June 2025

June 2 - Social media post & Newsletter
https://www.instagram.com/p/DKaJGTUBliH/?hl=en

June 9 - Third meeting with Sunalta Ca & interested businesses
June 11 - Final business engagement day
June 12 - Email to all expansion businesses including formal letter on
expansion and invite to final open house
June 26 - Final expansion information session

26 people in attendance
June 30 - Board vote to change proposed expansion boundaries

Engagement Package
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Engagement Package

Expansion Kit Content

Full Expansion Presentation

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C9rkwyvz32xD
RAGTDSfmvSh7XoqMrG-uL6ZCwUgxUUU/edit?
slide=id.p#slide=id.p
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The full expansion presentation was developed as a clear
and accessible visual guide to walk attendees through
the proposed plans during our open house discussions.
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The expansion presentation was shared with Sunalta
businesses by the Sunalta CA via email. Printed copies
were made available as visual aids during the in-person
information sessions to help support the discussion.
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Engagement Package

Expansion Email Sent
93.7% Open Rate
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Open House Attendance Sheets
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Engagement Package

Boundary Revision & Sunalta Email
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Engagement Package

Letters of Support
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August 3, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed expansion of the BLOX BIA on behalf of 
the Lougheed House Conservation Society. 

Lougheed House is a National and Provincial Historic Site, with a historic house museum 
and approximately 3 acres of public green space called Beaulieu Gardens. Through the 
museum and gardens, Lougheed House seeks to convene community through exhibitions, 
public programs, and private events. The gardens are one of the few freely accessible 
green spaces in the Beltline, making them an essential resource for our Beltline 
neighbours.  

Lougheed House has partnered with BLOX on a variety of programming, including their 
annual Party in the Park event. Through these collaborations, we have seen how BLOX has 
worked to support local businesses, improve public spaces, and bring more activity, 
vibrancy, and safety to the area. Expanding their boundary means more organizations and 
community members can benefit from these services. 

I believe Lougheed House would benefit from their proposed BIA expansion, as would the 
broader community, and I fully support the initiative. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon Murray, PhD 
Executive Director 
Lougheed House Conservation Society 

Letters of SupportLetters of Support
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To Whom It May Concern, 

I’m writing to express my support for the proposed expansion of the BLOX BIA. 

I am currently situated outside of the BIA zone and would like to gain additional support 
to both my business, and in building community in the Beltline area.  Family owned and 
operated businesses like Gravity need help with advocacy in order to survive. The 
BLOX BIA would bring this advocacy. 

I have experience working with other BIA’s in the city and would welcome the expansion 

Sincerely, 
Andy Fennell 

Gravity Coffee Roasters 

Letters of Support
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Dear Sunalta Business Owners,

Thank you for your time, insights, and engagement over the past several months as
we explored a possible expansion of the BLOX Business Improvement Area (BIA) into
Sunalta.

After meaningful conversations with local businesses, community members, and the
Sunalta Community Association, we’ve decided not to move forward with expanding
into Sunalta at this time. Our proposed boundary change has been amended to end at
14th Street SW; properties on the west side of 14th Street will no longer be included.

This decision is based on the understanding that now may not be the right time for a
formal expansion into the area. However, it does not close the door on future
collaboration. We remain open to revisiting this conversation down the line should
there be continued interest from the community or a more tailored approach that fits
Sunalta’s distinct identity and needs.

Over the course of this process, we’ve built strong relationships with many Sunalta
businesses and with the Sunalta Community Association. While an official expansion
won’t be moving ahead right now, we’re proud of the connections we’ve made and
look forward to continuing our positive relationship with the business community.

If you have questions, please feel free to reach out tobkatie@bloxbia.ca. You’re also
welcome to connect with the Sunalta Community Associationbinfo@sunalta.netb, who
remain a strong advocate for the needs of the neighbourhood’s businesses.

Thank you again for your time and feedback.

Copyright © 2025 BLOX Business Improvement Area, All rights reserved.
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RE: Beltline Business Improvement Area Proposed Change in Boundaries 

Dear Business Owner: 

This letter is to inform you that The City of Calgary has received a request from the Beltline Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) to change its boundaries. Attached is a map that identifies the current and proposed 
expanded boundaries. Your business is located within the current Beltline BIA boundaries, and this does not 
impact your BIA taxes for 2025. Please see the back of this letter for more information on how the BIA tax is 
calculated.  

BIAs are established through a community-led process where businesses within a specific geographic area 
(the boundaries) pay an additional tax. The tax is collected to promote the BIA as a business or shopping 
area, and improve, beautify, and maintain property and public parking in the BIA. 

The annual BIA tax is collected from all businesses within the BIA boundaries by The City of Calgary and is 
transferred in full back to the BIA. The BIA operates as a non-profit organization and works with its business 
members to set priorities that are reflected in an annual budget approved by City Council.  

Requests from a BIA to change its boundaries must be approved by City Council.  As outlined in the provincial 
Business Improvement Area Regulation section 8, before City Council decides on the request to change a 
BIA’s boundaries, business owners within the BIA’s current and proposed boundaries must be given the 
opportunity to make representations to City Council. The opportunity to do this is scheduled for: 

Date and time: September 9, 2025 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
Location: Council Chamber, Calgary Municipal Building, 800 Macleod Tr. S.E. 

For information on how to submit written comments to City Council or participate (in person or remotely) in 
the meeting, please visit: www.calgary.ca/agendaminutes and click, “Learn how to participate in Council”.  

Have Questions? Please don’t hesitate to reach out: 
Beltline BIA 
Katie Thies, Executive Director 
403-473-7642, katie@bloxbia.ca
www.bloxbia.ca/expansion

    The City of Calgary, Major Partners 
Jordan Lamey, BIA Strategist 
403-803-1389; Jordan.Lamey@calgary.ca
www.calgary.ca/BIA

Sincerely, 

 

Kim Mustard, Manager  
Major Partners, Partnerships 
Community Services, The City of Calgary 

Attachment: Map of the Proposed Beltline BIA Change in Boundaries 
CC: Councillor Courtney Walcott, Ward 8 
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How is a Business Improvement Area bill calculated? 
 
The City of Calgary assesses business premises each year for Business Improvement Area (BIA)  
taxation purposes. Your business assessment reflects the typical net annual rental value of your  
premises based on the July 1 valuation date and provides the basis for your next year’s BIA tax bill.   
 
BIA tax rate calculation: 
 

BIA =   BIA’s annual approved budget ÷ Total business assessment within the BIA 
tax rate   

 
 
BIA tax bill calculation: 
 

BIA = Assessed value of your business premises x BIA tax rate 
tax bill                      

 
 

*BIA tax is based on the calendar year January 1 to December 31. 
 

 
For more information on BIAs in Calgary, please visit www.calgary.ca/BIA  
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RE: Beltline Business Improvement Area Proposed Change in Boundaries 

 
Dear Business Owner:  
 
This letter is to inform you that The City of Calgary has received a request from the Beltline Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) to change its boundaries. Your business is located within the proposed expanded 
boundaries. Attached is a map that identifies the current and proposed expanded boundaries. If this request 
is passed at Council on September 9th 2025, it will result in an annual BIA tax being applied to your 
business starting in 2026. In 2025, the average BIA tax paid in the Beltline BIA was approximately $1,328 
per year, and the median was approximately $422 per year. Please see the back of this letter for more 
information on how the BIA tax is calculated. 
 
BIAs are established through a community-led process where businesses within a specific geographic area 
(the boundaries) pay an additional tax. The tax is collected to promote the BIA as a business or shopping 
area, and improve, beautify, and maintain property and public parking in the BIA. 
 
The annual BIA tax is collected from all businesses within the BIA boundaries by The City of Calgary and is 
transferred in full back to the BIA. The BIA operates as a non-profit organization and works with its business 
members to set priorities that are reflected in an annual budget approved by City Council.  
 
Requests from a BIA to change its boundaries must be approved by City Council. As outlined in the 
provincial Business Improvement Area Regulation section 8, before City Council decides on the request to 
change a BIA’s boundaries, business owners within the BIA’s current and proposed boundaries must be given 
the opportunity to make representations to City Council. The opportunity to do this is scheduled for: 
 
 Date and time: September 9th 2025 beginning at 9:30 a.m.      
 Location: Council Chamber, Calgary Municipal Building, 800 Macleod Tr. S.E.  

For information on how to submit written comments to City Council or participate (in person or remotely) in 
the meeting, please visit www.calgary.ca/agendaminutes and click, “Learn how to participate in Council or 
Committee meetings”.   
 

Have questions? Please don’t hesitate to reach out: 
 
Beltline BIA 
Katie Thies, Executive Director 
403-473-7642, katie@bloxbia.ca 
www.bloxbia.ca/expansion 
 

 The City of Calgary, Major Partners 
Jordan Lamey, BIA Strategist  
403-803-1389; Jordan.Lamey@calgary.ca 

  www.calgary.ca/BIA

Sincerely, 

 
 

Kim Mustard, Manager  
Major Partners, Partnerships 
Community Services, The City of Calgary 
 
Attachment: Map of the Proposed Beltline BIA Change in Boundaries  
CC: Councillor Courtney Walcott, Ward 8
 

Calgary 

The City of Calgary I P.O. Box 2100 Stn. MI Calgary, AB, Canada T2P 2MS I calgary.ca 
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How is a Business Improvement Area bill calculated? 
 
The City of Calgary assesses business premises each year for Business Improvement Area (BIA)  
taxation purposes. Your business assessment reflects the typical net annual rental value of your  
premises based on the July 1 valuation date and provides the basis for your next year’s BIA tax bill.   
 
BIA tax rate calculation: 
 

BIA =   BIA’s annual approved budget ÷ Total business assessment within the BIA 
tax rate   

 
 
BIA tax bill calculation: 
 

BIA = Assessed value of your business premises x BIA tax rate 
tax bill                      

 
 

*BIA tax is based on the calendar year January 1 to December 31. 
 

 
For more information on BIAs in Calgary, please visit www.calgary.ca/BIA  
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