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2024 Overview

8.4M
visitors

$2.9B
in visitor spend

84,000
Calgarians employed

Tourism and hospitality is the #1 service industry in Calgary
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Goal:
Double visitor 
spend to $6B 

by 2035
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Our four strategic pillars
How we are going to get there
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Special Event 
Fund

Other Funders:
• CHA

• Destination Canada

• Prairies Canada

• Sport Canada

• Travel Alberta

• Government of Alberta

• Sponsorships

$8,662,433 

$10,896,000 

$1,146,000 

$623,965 

City of Calgary Calgary Hotel Association Travel Alberta Other

2024 Funding Model

*City funding includes base funding and one time funding for Chinook Blast and Brand work

SEF Economic 
Impact

ROI

2022 $3.97M $110.0M 40:1

2023 $3.97M $132.0M 45:1

2024 $3.97M $127.0M 39:1
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Stretching our dollars
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Budget compared to other Destination Management Organizations across Canada

Note: Vancouver does not include Richmond, Burnaby or North/West Vancouver
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Events Attracted 2024 Events Hosted
ROI for major events and sport

36:1

ROI from meetings and conventions

46:1

Total events 
and conventions hosted

186
Economic impact

$265M

Total events 
and conventions booked

for future years

213
Future 

economic impact

$328.6M

Opportunity Funding invested  to
 secure events in City facilities 

$1.45M

Number of events 
confirmed into city 

facilities 
44

Third consecutive record
 year of Meetings

 & Convention sales 
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Future City-Wide* Events

2025

2026

2027

2028

* City-Wide defined as min 600 hotel rooms on peak night
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Major Events
2025
World Junior Short Track 

Championships*

Sport Event Congress*

Canadian Gymnastics 

Championships*

Pacific Nations Cup - Rugby*

2026
Volleyball Canada Super Nationals*

Grey Cup*

World Women’s Curling Champs*

U Sports Men’s Basketball 

Nationals *

FIS World Junior Championship

Good Games

FIM World Super Cross

2027
North America Irish 

Dance Championships*

North America 

Indigenous Games*

Skills Canada*

X - Games

2028
Junos

Volleyball Canada 

Super Nationals

North American 

Bridge

X – Games 

VEX Robotics World 

Champs

2031
North American 

Irish Dance 

Champs*

North American 

Bridge

2033
Special Olympic 

World Winter 

Games

2030
Homeless World Cup

Volleyball Canada 

Super Nationals

2029
World Men’s Curling

Volleyball Canada Super 

Nationals
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Supporting 
local 
businesses
Tourism Calgary facilitated 
1.2M referrals to local 
businesses in 2024

• 1,150 partner organizations

• 30 Indigenous-owned businesses

• >75 Women-owned businesses

• 125+ BIPOC-owned businesses
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Thank you!

Attracts further events, jobs and economic impact

Builds culture and vibrancy

Shows the city’s diversity

Supports Downtown Revitalization

Enhances our profile and reputation on the world 

stage

Supports Indigenous business and reconciliation

Supports arts and culture organizations

Together, we are advancing the City’s 
key priorities
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