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The MDP as a Guiding Instrument

CITY ADMINISTRATION HAS 
CONSISTENTLY EMPHASIZED 

THAT THE MUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN (MDP) IS 

THE GUIDING FRAMEWORK 
FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF 

GLENMORE LANDING.

WHILE THE MDP DOES 
PROMOTE STRATEGIC 

DENSIFICATION, IT IS CRITICAL 
FOR CITY COUNCIL TO ADOPT A 
HOLISTIC INTERPRETATION OF 

THIS FOUNDATIONAL 
DOCUMENT. 

BEYOND ITS FOCUS ON URBAN 
GROWTH, THE MDP DEDICATES 

EXTENSIVE SECTIONS TO 
SAFEGUARDING 

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEGRITY, 
INCLUDING POLICIES TO 

PROTECT WATER QUALITY, 
RIPARIAN ZONES, AND 
SENSITIVE PARKLANDS. 

BY BALANCING ITS DIRECTIVES 
ON DENSIFICATION WITH ITS 
ROBUST ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION POLICIES, 
COUNCIL CAN ENSURE THAT 

REDEVELOPMENT ALIGNS 
WITH THE BROADER VISION OF 

SUSTAINABILITY AND 
RESPONSIBLE URBAN 

PLANNING ENSHRINED IN THE 
MDP.



Municipal 
Development Plan 
(MDP): Overview

• The MDP is Calgary’s 
statutory guide for growth 
and city-building.

• Strong emphasis on 
sustainability and 
environmental protection.

• Aligns local decisions with 
broader provincial goals like 
the South Saskatchewan 
Regional Plan.



Key Environmental 
Policies in the MDP

• Sustainability Principles (1.1.1):

✓ Preserve open space, natural 
beauty, and critical environmental 
areas.

✓ Utilize natural infrastructure.

✓ Protect biodiversity and watershed 
integrity.



Specific MDP 
Sections Supporting 
BIA

• Water Protection Policies (2.6.3):

❑ Developments near water bodies must 
safeguard water quality and hydrological 
systems.

“Watershed management cannot occur in 
isolation and must tie closely with land 
development and urban growth. Population 
and economic growth require a secure water 
supply and The City must consider the 
quantity, quality and movement of water 
alongside other planning outcomes. This 
requires direction guiding water conservation, 
improving flood and drought resilience, 
protecting source water, planning for 
infrastructure upgrades and managing 
increased stormwater runoff in communities 
that are growing and changing. “



Specific MDP Sections 
Supporting BIA

• Ecological Networks (2.6.4):

❑ Preserve riparian areas and ecological 
corridors.

❑ Ensure no encroachment or 
degradation by urban  development.

Policies Protection of natural ecosystems:

“i.Protect environmentally-significant areas in the 
allocation of land use. ii. Ensure the protection of 
sensitive ecological areas and unique environmental 
features within the city’s parks and open space system 
takes precedence over other uses.”

• ii. Strategically protecting areas 
adjacent to waterways to safeguard 
freshwater resources



MDP Requirements 
for Environmental 
Oversight

Outline Plans and Subdivisions (1.4.7):

❑ Preservation of environmental reserves 
and open spaces.

❑ Compliance with policies ensuring 
sustainable integration of natural systems.

Development Permits (1.4.9):

❑ Must adhere to MDP environmental 
guidelines.



The 
Importance of 
Environmental 
Stewardship

• The Glenmore Landing redevelopment proposes a dense urban 
project near Calgary's drinking water source.

• Sensitive riparian parklands and natural ecosystems are at risk.

• Calgary’s Municipal Development Plan (MDP) mandates robust 
environmental protections.



Specific 
Environmental 

Concerns of 
Proceeding 

without BIA

• Construction Dust and Air Quality
The planned excavation for six floors 
of underground parking will produce 
significant dust and particulate 
matter. Such emissions threaten 
local air quality and could drift into 
the parklands and Reservoir. Dust 
settling on riparian vegetation can 
impede photosynthesis, disrupt 
habitats, and affect biodiversity. 
Section 2.6.5 (Climate Change and 
Energy) of the MDP emphasizes 
mitigating development-related 
emissions to safeguard Calgary’s 
environment.

• Runoff and Water Contamination
Heavy construction near the 
Glenmore Reservoir risks 
contaminating runoff with 
sediments, chemicals, and debris. 
This threatens Calgary’s drinking 
water source, as noted in the MDP’s 
Section 2.6.3 (Water), which stresses 
protecting watersheds and ensuring 
high water quality standards.

• Riparian Habitat Degradation
Riparian zones are crucial for 
ecological balance, acting as natural 
buffers that filter pollutants and 
provide habitat. The intensity of use 
proposed by RioCan’s development 
risks encroaching on these zones, 
disrupting their delicate ecosystems. 
Section 2.6.4 (Ecological Networks) 
of the MDP mandates maintaining 
and enhancing natural linkages to 
support biodiversity.



Why 
Conduct a 

Biophysical 
Impact 

Assessment 
(BIA)?

• Identifies risks to 
natural ecosystems 
and water quality.

• Ensure all plans 
comply with MDP 
sustainability and 
environmental 
directives.

• Protects critical 
areas like Glenmore 
Reservoir and 
riparian corridors.



Conclusion

• The Glenmore Landing redevelopment must 
prioritize environmental sustainability.

• Calgary’s MDP provides the framework to protect 
critical natural areas.

• A Biophysical Impact Assessment ensures 
responsible and informed urban development.
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