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Calgary Climate Hub
• Volunteer-led municipal climate action group

• Educate and empower Calgarians to become active climate citizens

• Advocate directly and proactively for climate action in Calgary

• Represent the perspective of climate action and provide reactions to 

Calgary’s government and media



Climate Hub Budget Priorities
● Continue to fund the low income transit pass

● Express support for the committed 5A investment 
streams

● Both of these should be viewed as investments in the 
efficiency of Calgary’s transportation network, both energy 
wise and fiscally



34% of Calgary’s emissions come from gas and 
diesel burned in our vehicles

We have over 1,000,000 vehicles on the road in 
Calgary

All of these vehicles will need to be replaced with 
other modes, such as:
- transit
- active transportation
- zero emission vehicles

Transit and 5A: Climate Priority



"High quality transit, walking and wheeling infrastructure and carpooling networks 
provide the backbone of a low carbon transportation system." 

- Calgary Climate Strategy, Page 44

Transit and 5A: Climate Priority



Source: https://www.calgary.ca/planning/transportation/travel-cost-calculator-results.html?TripDistance=0.5

Infrastructure is an investment and investments pay dividends.

Transit and 5A: Fiscal Priority



How much do 5A users cost the city vs the drivers they replace?

$4,510 per year.

Source: https://www.calgary.ca/planning/transportation/travel-cost-calculator-results.html?TripDistance=0.5

5A Infrastructure: Fiscal Priority



How much do 5A users cost society vs the drivers they replace?

$17,600 per year.

Source: https://www.calgary.ca/planning/transportation/travel-cost-calculator-results.html?TripDistance=0.5

5A Infrastructure: Economic Priority



What does it look like when we scale these benefits?

If just 1000 users are added.

Savings more directly to the City: $4.5M/yr

Savings to Society: $17.6M/yr

5A Infrastructure: Fiscal Priority



My Story
● I bought a bike for $2,700 in 2021
● I sold my car for $1,700
● I avoided renewing my insurance for $2,700 each year
● I avoided annual vehicle maintenance of ~$1,000 each year
● I paid additional bike maintenance of ~$500 each year
● I biked +5000km each year and saved $1600 @ $1.60/L
● I get a net carbon tax rebate of ~$500 each year
● In total I’ve saved $14,900!
○ This is enabling me to save for a home



My Story
● This was only possible because of cycling infrastructure such as
○ 12 Ave Cycle Track

● Other folks can have this savings opportunity if we build infrastructure 
for them



Conclusion
● We are asking you to fund the low income transit pass
● We continue to support your decision to expand our city’s wheeling 

infrastructure


