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Key considerations 
when creating a 
local area plan 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

Context & Trends 

What is the current 
context of the area? What is 
changing when it comes to 
population demographics, 

needs and trends? 

Participant Input 

Wllat ideas, insights, 
opportunities and concerns have 

been raised by the 
public and other participants? Professional Expertise 

What are the urban planning best 
practices, what is economically 

feasible and technically possible? 
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Equity 
How do we plan for 
equity within our 

communities and city? 

City Policies 

How do we ensure 
alignment to the Municipal 

Development Plan, 
Climate Strategy and other 

City policies? 
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A local area plan 
creates a vision for growth 
and change in a group of 
communities over the next 
30+ years 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

Provides direction on future 
development and investment 
that residents, landowners, 
builders/developers, City 
Planners and Council can 
commonly refer to when new 
development and investment 
ideas are proposed. 
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A local area plan CA ... 

✓ Convey a long-term vision for the area 

✓ Help guide future development 

✓ Include information about future 
improvements needed and/or desired to 
support future development. 

✓ Be updated: it is a statutory document but 
also a living, dynamic document that is meant 
to be updated/amended as local conditions 
and circumstances change. 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

A local area plan CANNOT ... 

X Make development happen 

X Stop development from proceeding while the 
plan is being created. 

X Allocate budget 

X Include/ duplicate policies that exist in other 
City bylaws, policies, etc. 

X Be considered a preservation plan or a set­
in-stone contract. 
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Calgary Local Area Plan Chapters 

A local area plan is a policy document and includes four chapters: 

CHAPTER 1: VISUALIZING GROWTH 
• Identifies the vision and core values for 

the evolution of the area 

CHAPTER 2: ENABLING GROWTH 
• Provides direction for growth that makes 

sense based on local/custom direction 
to realize development in the area 

• Urban Form and Building Scale Maps 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

CHAPTER 3: SUPPORTING GROWTH 
• Outlines current and future community 

improvements and investment priorities 

CHAPTER 4: IMPLEMENTATION AND 
INTERPRETATION 
• Amendments, Map and Figure Interpretation, 

Glossary 
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Calgary Riley Communities Local Area Plan Vision 

1.2 Vision and Core Values 

Vision 

The Ri ley Communities are a network of connected and celebrated 

neighborhoods situated north of the Bovv River. With easy access to the 

Greater Downtown and the Bow River, these communities provide a range 

of housing options, diverse mobility options, dist inct commercial and retail 

areas flowing fro,m the Kensington Business Area, and a network of inspiring 

parks and destinations that connect Calgarians. 
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Calgary Riley Communities Local Area Plan Core Values 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

Core Values 

Housing Choice 

Expand the range of housing options 
in the Riley Communitic:; to meet the 

evolving needs, life stages, and household 
compositions ofCalgarians Ensure that 

as new housing is developed, it suits the 
evolving context of each of Riley's individual 

communities and provides opportunities for 
the recognition, celebration, and r~tention of 

heritage assets. 

Moving to and Through the 
Riley Communities 

Focus growth and investment around the 

Sunnyside Station, Lions Park Station, 19 

Street NW. 14 Street NW, 10 Street NW. 

Kensington Road NW. and the Always 
Available for All Ages and Abilities (SA) 
Network, fur ther enhancing peoples walking, 

wheeling, and transit experience as they 
move to and through the Riley Communities. 

Parks, Recreation, and 
Public Space 

Improve the quality of and access to parks, 

natural areas, and public spaces throughout 
the Riley Communities to meet the needs of 
the current cind future residents with 

a focus on creating recreational and 
communal spaces. 

Climate Resilience 

Improve energy use, reduce 

greenhouse gas emissiom end better 
adapt to climale•related hazards in 
bl1ildlngs through a range of initi;,tivP.r; 

such as building design, increasing the 
urban tree canopy, and creating more 
complete communities. 

Safe and Accessible 
Communities 

Ensure that safety and accessibility 

are key considerations in public 
space improvements, new building 

design, and in considering improved 
transportation options. especially 
.1round transit station areas~ 
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Calgary Engagement Tactics 

In-Person & Virtual 
Public Sessions 

Development 
Industry Sessions 

f acebook. L: . 

Lomrnur~i1 v , c-'dC\·clop1i·1t'11l 

ll \ corrq] ;r:' ~ Let's chat. 

~~..::,~ 
-~1~ 

f-9) I yk J..a:i I 
GFLu.c Jwl9 311 

·'c)~ ~)~ .>i!p-) 

i ·,' ~ ~ - J , • 

h ¥·J• : 

Falrchlld Radio 
/111';/<<j,:,:o;g 

Working Group 
Sessions 

Community Associatfon 
Sessions & Conversation 
Series 

-'f,Nextdoor 
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Calgary 

Engagement 
Summary 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

2+years 
to create the Riley Communities 
Local Area Plan 

1 0 community 
asso~ia tion 
sessions 

110days 
of online engagement 

45K+ 
instances of 
involvement 

4 phases 
of public 
participation 

9 working 
group 
sessions 

42K+ 
engagement packages 
& booklets mailed 

1.8K+ 
instances of 
direct engagement 
participation 

s Riley Heritage 
working group 
sessions 

32 public 
engagement 
events 

4 landowner/ 
development 
industry sessions 

2.6M+ 
advertisements displayed 

3K+ 
contributions 
submitted 



Calgary Engagement Approach 
WEARE HERE 

PRE-ENGAGEMENT CORE ENGAGEMENT PLAN READY FOR REVIEW I 

• • • • • Phase 0: Discover Phaie 1 : Envision PhaH 2: Exploro Phase 3: Refine Phase 4: Realb:e 

Pre-project research, Looking back at the Exploring where Refining the plan and Committee and Council 
awareness building, and past. understitflding the and how growth and confirming the review llfld decision. 

knowledge transfer. present and envisioning change could happen investment priorities. 
the future of the area. in the area. 
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Calgary Aerial Photo of Plan Area 
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Calgary Urban Form Map Changes 

Phase 2 
Potential Focus Area 
for Growth Map 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

Phase 3 
Draft Urban Form Map 

Phase 4 
Proposed Urban Form Map 
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Calgary Building Scale Map Changes 

Phase 2 
Potential Focus Area 
for Growth Map 
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Map 4: 
Building Scale 

Nole: Building si::.-.lf:'s m;:;y be further 1 

lhrm1gl1 ;in•;:i ~per:ific pulky far arkh1 
guidance on modified building scale 
to ~lion 2 2 4 Compreh":mive Planr 
and Section 2 S - Area Specific Pollcie 

legend 

UrnHed 
(up to3Storeys) 

0'. 
Low- Modified 
(up to4 Storeys) 

Low 
(uplo6Storeysl -Mid 
(up to 12 Storeys) -High 
(up to 26 Storeys I -Highest 
(over26Storeys) 

No Scale Modifier 

Parks.Civic 
and Recreaticn 

Plan Area Bound.wy 
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Calgary Figure 4: Modified Building Scale ~reas 
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So Why Do We Need Modified Building Scales? 
I Legend j
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Accounting for Recent Land Use 
Decisions By Council 

0 

• • 

Former Grace Hospital Site 
(Recent ARP Amendment) 

JEMM Site I Kit at Kensington 

East side of 10 Street NW 
(multiple applications) 

Accounting for Four Phases 
of Engagement 

0 Safeway Site Beside LRT 

8 Sunnyside Triangle Site 

C, 14 Street NW Main Street 

Accounting for At Risk Commercial 
Heritage Assets I Enabling Flexibility 

8 Kensington 10 Street NW 
Heritage Concentration 

Modified to 15 storeys 
or less 

Modified to 16 storeys 

Modified to 10 storeys or 
less + 16 storeys or less 
at corner 

Modified to 15 storeys 
or less 

Modified to 15 storeys 
or less 

Modified to 10 storeys 
or less 

Modified to 8 storeys 
or less 
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Calgary Heritage Guideline Areas 

Figure 21: Example of Roof and Building Massing 

Figure 20: hample or Front Setback and Tree Planlings 

Figure 23: Example of Windows, Materials and Details 
Figure 22: Example of Front Fac;ades 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 19 



Calgary Heritage Commercial Areas in Riley Communities 

• A range of heritage resources and assets are located throughout the 
Riley Communities. 

• Two external reports from 2021 identified four key commercial areas with a 
concentration of commercial heritage assets in BeltlineNictoria Park; 
Kensington; Stephen Avenue; and Inglewood/Ramsay. 

• Clusters of commercial heritage properties located along 10 Street NW and 
Kensington Road NW are some of the most intact heritage resources within 
Calgary. 

• The concentration of commercial heritage assets in Kensington cover 2.9 
acres and are comprised of 13 buildings (of which seven or 54 percent are 
heritage assets). 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 

Heritage Value Analysis & Conservation Tool 
Development Focused on Commercial Streets 
Phase 1 Report 

Heritage Value Analysis and Conservation Tool 
Development Focused on Commercial Streets 
Phase 2 Report 
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Calgary Heritage Commercial Areas in Riley Communities 

Appendix C - Catalogue of Heritage Districts 

Kensington 
Kensington Road NW - North side 
lOA Street NW to 11 Street NW 
1100-block Kensington Road NW - I 

I 
I 
I 
I .. 

Source: Heritage Value Analysis and Conservation Tool Development Focused on Commercial Streets 
https://www.calgary.ca/content/dam/www/pda/pd/documents/heritage-value-analysis-conservation, tool-pha.se-1-report..pdf 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED Riley Communities Local Area Plan 
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Calgary Heritage Commercial Areas in Riley Communities 

-Kensington 
10 Street NW - East side 
Memorial Drive to 134 10 Street NW 
100-block 10 Street NW 

1!)54 1!'.)13 
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1!'.l33 193B 1961/1927· ' 193-1 1911"' 1952 
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Calgary Regional Transmission Corridors and Context 
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Map B2: Attachment 2 

Regional 
Transportation 
Corridors and 
Context 

Legend 
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RailTransportation 
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Calgary Growth Plan Placetype 
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Calgary Pedestrian Corridors 
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Calgary Goods Movement Network 
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MapC4: 
Goods Network 
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Calgary Constraints -2 
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Calgary Crowchild Study - 5 Avenue NW bridge 
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Calgary Crowchild Study - Kensington Road NW Bridge 
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