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Something about me 
• Professional Biologist (Alberta Society of Professional Biologists). 

• Affiliate Researcher, IHE Delft Institute for Water Education, the Netherlands. 

• Policy Analyst- Fortalece.ca. 

• Mediator-Community Mediation Calgary Society. 

• Consultant and trainer on Environmental and Social Impact Assessment and 
Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

Past: 

• Lecturer and Researcher in Environmental Planning and Management-I HE Delft 
(Environmental Assessment, Policy Analysis). 

• Biodiversity Specialist (Golder Associates), Environmental Planner/ Cumulative 
Effects Specialist (CH2M Hill) . 

Education 

• PhD. Environmental Design, Speciality Environmental Management, U. of Calgary. 

• Certificates in Public Participation (IAP2), Consensus Decision Making and 
Conflict Management (ADIRA/AAMS). 

• Resident of Briar Hill Community . 



The Engagement Process 

The process for the Riley Communities (RC) Local Area Plan needed more 
transparency and participation. 

• Maps were not available for reviewing before or after the meetings, 

• Relevant information was not available for other residents, 

• Other resident did not have opportunities to participate 

(even this meeting was not among the "upcoming meetings"). 

• Planning requires integration of different types of information to 
analyze alternatives and select the best option. 
• Key information was missing: 

o Focus on types of buildings and locations is insufficient for a 30- year plan, 

o RC Local Area Plan-draft Mobility Plan was not shared, 

o Plan for Parks, green areas and wildlife corridors were not available, 

0 Safety concerns were not fully addressed. Me~!ng~ Jiic7~~ Co~t~7!~:~~~~fngs 

Upcoming Meetings 

Infrastructure and Planning Committee 

Tuesd~y. Oc1ober 22. 2Q24 @9:30AM 0 l,le,;Uns ' OtiC;>.p<i(!!/ 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

Community Development Committee 

Tue~(l~y. October 22. 2024 @9:30 AM 0 Me-etlog 'OtlCl!.pdr~ 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

Other 
Meccings 

List la 1 



Strategic Environmental Assessment is a 
recognized process to improve planning1 

The City will benefit by using Strategic Environmental Assessment(SEA) to 
engage residents in the planning process 

• Analyze interactions (positive and negative) among different local area 
plans that are being done in isolation. 

• Integrate adaptation of a changing climate based on constrains (water, 
space, infrastructure ... ). 

• Analyze alternatives for integrated/multicriteria planning at Local Area and 
Calgary Region scales. 

• Combine different types of information to have a better understanding of 
challenges and opportunities at different scales. 

• Have meaningful discussions to set a new vision for the future and allow all 
interested residents- and potentially affect ones- voice their concerns. 

1 Cabinet Directive on Strategic Environmental and Economic Assessment, 
2024 



Cumulative environmental and 
socio-economic impacts are 
ignored by taking a piece-meal 
approach to planning and not 
integrating different types of 
information. 

https://findcalgaryhome.ca/wp-content/uploads/202 
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Strategic Environmental Assessment(s) can help The 
City, among other ... 

• Identify areas where densification may not be 
appropriate 

o Glenmore Landing Multistorey buildings - water quality, 
recreation, visual and cultural impacts 

o Multi-storey buildings adjacent to green areas. 

• Determine potential environmental, social and 
economic impacts and how to manage them. 

• Analyze gaps in policies and regulations . 

• Address the causes of the housing crisis and not just 
the symptoms. 

1 Cabinet Directive on Strategic Environmental and Economic Assessment 



Example: 

Parking Policy (4.1.1 Residential Areas) is insufficient to 
help residents deal with problems caused by increased 
density and limited on-street parking: 

• Conflict arising in neighbourhoods. 



Poor engagement 

La .nd use districts/ zones 

Find your land use dist rict 

Enter your address to find your land use district and property information 

l--;102 12 AV NW Go 

21 02 12AVNW 

R-CG Residential - Grade-Oriented Infi ll 

R-CG 1s a residential designation that is primari ly fo r rowhouses but also allows for single 

detacl1ect side-by-side and cJuplex llornes that may include a secondary suite. 

DEVELOPED AREA 

Rowhouses and townhouses are in Multi-residential (Ml}! 

https://www.calgary.ca/planning/land-use/districts.html 



Thank you for listening 
Dr. Angeles Mendoza Sammet, P. Biol. 
angeles@angelesmendoza.com 
403-585-5525 
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