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Project Description

Amble Ventures Kensington is a 9-story mixed use building located in the heart of Kensington's 10" Street NW. The site sits where the Kensington Manor previously
stood, before being demolished due to issues with its structural integrity. The new complex has 88 residential units spanning 8 of the 9 levels, with a total of 6,961.16
SM (74,929.3 5F), the ground 984.57 SM (10,597 .82 SF) level contains service spaces and 314.56 SM (3,385.9 SF) of commercial retail space (CRU). The designated
CRU space has the potential to be split up into 3 separate units, to accommodate various leasing interests and requirements. Beneath the complex sits a single level
of underground parking with 34 slalls, with an additional 2 stalls adjacent to the back lane to accommodate customer and visitor parking. (Please refer to site plan

and statistics DP-10-01, DP-20-P1, and DP-20-01).
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City Policy Compliance

Amble Ventures Kensington embraces the Hillhurst — Sunnyside Area Redevelopment Plan
(ARP), and echoes many of the principals and goals of the community; from tree-lined streets,
variety of eclectic shop opportunities, environmental transportation mentality, to building
massing. Our proposal aligns with many of the ARP principles within the TOD study area, such
as increasing housing along the transportation corridor, provides various unit types that have
the ability to accommodate different demographics and needs within the neighbourhood;
provides opportunity for at grade local small-scale stores and restaurants; provides entrances
along the street; promotes and prioritizes walking, cycling, and transit; building has step-backs
to reduce perceptual mass; and improverment of safety and functionality of rear lane

Our proposal achieves walkability through its mixed used nature, the 1.8m set back along the
street to add to the public walkway, and the additional trees to provide natural shading and
impraves the pedestrian experience and safety. Additionally, the limited number of parking
stalls and site location encourages the tenants to not own a vehicle and utilize the available
public transit, cycle, or walk to their destination, Thus, alse supporting the communities goals
to reduce vehicular greenhouse gases.

The use of the back lane for waste and recycling, parkade access, and visitor/customer
parking stalls, relecation of the transformer, in conjunction with lighting increases the safety
and functionality of the lane

Kensington - Mixed Use | 310 - 10" Street NW, Kensington, Calgary, AB & AMBLE
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Building Stepbacks
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A series of frames, stepping with purposeful delineation, enables pattern methodology and implies functionality. The structure is divided into 3 main sections: the
base, which is heavy, at the scale of the pedestrian, and connects with the street level; the body, containing a central dynamic frame that is flanked by white to further
highlight the central outdoor spaces; and the top, that is an airier extension of the central frame creating a holistic structure that draws the eye up.

At the base a black brick frame, indicative of the retail zone, contains large store front glazing with a dark walnut metal panel strip above that is incorporated to add a
sophisticated warmth and define the signage area for the CRUs. The scale of the black brick frame is welcoming to pedestrians. The retail entrances are located in
small alcoves to draw in pedestrian customers, further denoted by aluminum bulkheads.

The grey brick frame introduces the residential entrance at the ground level, distinguished by the double-glazed door, sidelights, black awning, and a softer playful tone
of wood grain fiber-cement paneling. These elements have a more homely feel and draws the eye further up from the pedestrian scale to the upper levels that it
relates to. The scale of the grey brick frame acts as terrace to the units on levels 2 and 3 and additionally functions to allow the building to be pulled back enabling the
pedestrian scale to be pronounced so the building is less cumbersome on the street level.

The 3" frame is a black metal frame that
connects the remaining residential floors with
the roof top patio signifying the warmth and
outdoor spaces. Within this frame the lighter
playful tone of wood grain is introduced as a
primary material adding warmth and a natural
element suggestive of its exterior space. To
exaggerate the playfulness, interest is added
through irregular balconies, while adding
functional means of adapting to various needs
of tenants (shade vs. direct sun, size to
accommodate individuals who enjoy spending
time on their balcony vs. those who only use it
to BBQ). This dynamic value add suggests
towards the captivating and artistic culture of
the community.

A roof top patio is provided for the tenants to
contribute to available outdoor spaces and
incorporates additional activity opportunities.
The side elevations (North and South) of the
building embrace the local artistic culture by
adding pattern and improves visuals for the
adjacent buildings.

The materiality of the building further
expresses the concepts described above with
natural and neutral tones and textures.

The brick frames relate to the surrounding
context of the neighbourhood while the profile
and colouring adds a more contemporary
element. The brick also gives the perception of
a sturdy base with a strong street presence.
The white fiber-cement siding is a calming
blank canvas that allows for the eye to be
drawn to the framed elements. The frames and
charcoal fiber-cement siding brings attention to
the warm wood grain fiber cement paneling
that is suggestive of its outdoor balcony use
and a feeling of warmth and homeliness. There
are calming textures implemented throughout
the facade that adds interest and an increased
perception of value, while maintaining
approachability.
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=" """ THE BRICK BASE AND STEPPING BACK FORM
CREATES SCALE AT THE PEDESTRIAN LEVEL,
MAKING THE FORM MORE WELCOMING AND
READABLE AT STREET LEVEL.

,+""** THE SETBACKS AND THE COMMUNITY AMENITY
COMMERCIAL RETAIL ALONG THE STREET FRONT
ALLOWS FOR ACTIVATION AND VIBRANCY IN THE
PUBLIC REALM OF THE PROPERTY.

THE BALCONIES IRREGULARITY =****s,
CREATES VISUAL INTEREST AND
ADDS VIBRANCY TO THE BUILDING.

THE ARCHADING FRAMES CREATE *****+,
LEGIBILITY OF FORM, WHILE
HIGHLIGHTING PUBLIC AND

PRIVATE AMENITY SPACES.

USE OF BRICK TO RELATE TO THE *****»,

EXISTING CONTEXT OF g
KENSINGTON ALLOWING THE
BUILDING TO BECOME A
CONTINUATION OF PLACE WITHIN
THE COMMUNITY.

Urban Design Approach

Along 10™ Street NW is various mixed use and commercial buildings, allowing Amble Ventures Kensington to nestle in with ease. The commercial retail units at grade,
and the brick frames of the fagade add to the community's sense of place and creates the base at the scale of the pedestrian. The setback nature of the building
provides extra space for pedestrians and street landscaping, furthering the neighbourhood’s sense of safety and community. The commercial frontage provides
amenity to the area, making it more walkable, reducing the demands of other transportation modes. The addition of these services, in combination with housing,
generates a more resilient community.

The legibility of the massing is introduced through the use of scale and frames, creating a logic and denoting the different uses withing the building. The frames
highlight the outdoor resident amenity areas; personal terraces, balconies, and a shared roof top amenity. Within the central frame, spanning the residential floors, lies
a livelier pallet and irregular dynamic balconies creating visual vibrancy, reflecting the community. The fagades proposed materiality is resilient, in durability and
cleanliness.
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