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Why We Need a City-Wide 
Growth Strategy 
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$16 BILLION MOR._E 
EXPENSIVE 

$7.7 BILLION 
INFR._ASTR._UCTUR._E DEFICIT 

The 
suburban growth 

strategy 
• 
IS 

unsustainable 
on too many sides 
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. ~--, / ) ( We need the city-) 

\ wide growth ( ~l "-, 

strategy now 



The right way to 
manage growth 
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What Should be in the City
Wide Growth Strategy 
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• Improved management of 
redevelopment 

• Accelerated Activity Centres and 
Main Streets 

• Unified development process 

• Commitments met 

• Enhanced funding 

Five Steps 



• The commun'ity as an equal portner 

• Community-specific guidance for 
distributing growth 

• Unified process for approvals 

• Civic Census & housing/land supply 
and demand analysis 

• Completion of the Primary Transit & 
SA network by 2030 

• Full-cost accounting of the off-site 
levies program 

Key elements 



1 1.1 SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES AND KEY DIRECTIONS 

In J,mu;iry of 2007 G1y Council adopted th~ 
Smra 11Ab1ll1y Princ,pl,!~ TJ1~ Pnnc,pl.,\ v1.,,e 

de11ved f10111 c,:y of C.11'},UV pol,,:y dir':'Ctmn w,;11 

r<?C0tJn1z<:-d Sm.1,t Grc,wth p,incipl'?s ,md 1he 
•J1r~cr1dn ort1,., l•.mq R.inge u,b.,,1 Sus!o1in.1l>!lily 
Plan f'lr C.1lg,1ry !1m.19111eC/,LIJf\RYl 

The Susl ainability Principles for Land Use and 

Mobm1yare: 

1 Cn!.W:> a rJnge of hQu ~1nq opporlun1r1e> 

,mt1chr.i1(es 

l c,.,,11.,w;,l~,1hl•?t"rw11onm•mts 

J Fos1t.>1 d,mn,:t,ve. JIU¥.t•~·ecommum11~~ ~,.,1h 

•l urnng s":"nv.> of plaC<! 

4 Provide a v.i,,~ty of t1,111,non;,t1t'J11 option~ 

S Preserve ol){>ll s~(!?, ,V)'icultw,11 land naLunl 

bea11t:, ,1nd 0111,:i!I env,ronrn>?ntal .irt:,cis 

fi M,xlanr:lusr;>> 

7 Strat~1c;-,ll,-d1r<;.>(tanrlmanagl' 

TL'<fev.,lopment opport1Jn1tie~ 1\•11hin 

8 )uppo,t<Ollll},lCI d'!!vell)(')mO!nl 

9 Conn'c'Cl ,,.,,r,pl~. ']OO<h ~nd ~er•1ice; kJcally. 
r';'g 1m1~lly ;ind glob;,lly 

10 Prov,de tr,1n~por1atlon ~ervicl'!s ir, a ~.3fe 

c>Hc-cr1v,;-, .:iffmd,1ble Jnrj O!ffici~nt rn.:mnE"r that 
o:nsure, re~sonable 1tccess1bility l<J all are.JS of 
th'-c1tyfor1tllt0!iid<mt~ 

li1 Nov,.mbr, of 200$ Crty Council ,,pp,c,-.ied ~1qht 

tt.ev 01,~tmm f.-,r L.1nd U'K' ,,.rid Mob•llty fm ~,;e 
•'11he<Jcvelopmem of lh<? MOP ,tn~l CTP fheK<:y 
O,rec11011~ ri;p,es<?nled 1h .. ·,t,ategic mo•,e·, lhdt 

ni;,,a.d,..d 10 b"-' .icconipli~h"-rl m o••for re, <JU id,; 
(.1\g~ry roward-; th':' 1m.14111eCI\LGflR'r' yi-;1011 

,ind tht.' 5uc,l,1inc1b,l1t)' P1111ciple> for L<1ruJ Us'c 

,lnd MQbil1t1 

The Key Di rec lions for Land Use o1nd Mobili1y are: 

1 Aclw~~·e a bal,rni::e of qrowth l;-:1ween 
c·, t,11;/i~hed ,mrl 9r...,.n(1"eld ron1mumr,e<; 

2 Puiv,de 1110,~ d10,cl' witl1111 comph:::1~ 

3 O,ri:-ct l,rnrJ USE ch,mge w,th,n;, r,,m,l'\'JfJrk fJf 

,'ctiv1ty (t.'ntr>c~ ,11ld M.J111 Strl'i;:>f-; 

<\ L1n'r. l<1ml •H~ d,;.c1s1tm~ IO trjn~•l 

Good urban design 

f,~-..lu,l· -,Ctt.~•1U ""' (•~:, >I ..... 
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Acomp..crciry 

Connecnng the city 

J \." ,._.,.,; ~""• !m ~•,•• I' IY,;<I""' ,...., 

, ,..,,,~.,.,.,i~~~, .,.,..,.,-1 n ... ,.,, .,.,., 
O,.• •• .,,,. .,. f·' ,., , •. ~. J,7', ,,, •' 

Great communi•i~ 

Words of hope so 
soft and tender 
won't get you 

where you want to 
grow 
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Nothing less than 
Calgarians expect 



What We Ask Council to Do 
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I ~ Do it faster 

Do it better 

Do it in a fair and 
equitable manner 



Direct Administration 

by Q3 2024 

to create the city-wide growth strategy 

That's not too much to ask 



A city-wide growth strategy achieves 
the right balance 



BACKGROUND 



The Problem 

The deuelopment theft myth 

• 9 to 12 years of suburban 
supply 

• Target: 3 to 5 years 

Make City Hall Work for Us All 
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Population Growth 
(2006-2020) 

14% 

New Suburbs 
86% 

Almost 90% of 
population growth 

has occurred in 
new subdivisions 



Population Growth 
as % of Forecast 

What's 
Left 

Established 
Area 

New 
Subdivisions -

Current & 
Planned 

With current trends 
50% of population 

will be in new 
subdivisions by 

2079 



► Nine to twelve years of serviced land in new 
subdivisions 

► Another thirteen to nineteen years of 
suburban growth capacity approved. 



More effective, less divisive process for development approval 

► Planners, developers, and the community equal partners 

► All engagement managed by The City as neutral compilers of 
information and mediators 

► Full range of issues evaluated 

► Adherence to bylaws, legislation, etc. 



Net-zero construction and quality control 

► More inspectors, more timely inspections 

► Strict approval conditions and enforcement 

► Zero tolerance of non-compliance with bylaws 

► No net loss of trees and natural GHG absorption 

► A City ombudsman for resolving deficiencies 



State-of-the-art heritage preservation 

► More clarity, less discretion 

► Meaningful consequences for non-compliance 

► Improved promotion and funding 
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Top Ten Highest 
Scoring Development 

t-------,--<,-;, rn-- 201 4 
.,t1,J,, ... 

Areas • ~=- ~ 

• Established Area 

New Community 

Skyview 
Ranch 

Hillhurst/ 
Sunnyside 

16th Avenue 
North 

City Centre/ 
Beltline 

Chinook 
Station Area 

R = Remaining development ·- - ~-

G 

Rocky View 
Count 

Saddle 
Ridge 

Otyol 

Unified process for 
• approving 

development and 
redevelopment 



► Full compliance with 
strategies & plans 

► Non-market & co-operative 
housing Ensure 

I µ; 
► Housing assistance for the commitments are 

·"t marginalized met to unlock the I 

I full potential of our I 

► Specific targets 
communities 

► Effective engagement of 
"little democracies 
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Water licence annual diversion allocation 

Maximum day licence capacity 

-

2017 2026 2036 

I Calgary Current regional water customers 

2046 

Year 

-

2056 2056 

I CMRB supplemental population 
(growth beyond 2017) 

-

2076 

Demand will 
exceed water 
supply by 2046 



"Invest in and fund 
growth in a fiscally 

sustainable manner." 

(City of Calgary, major planning topics) 

Re-orient the City 
budget 

► Increase 
affordability 

► Reduce the 
burden on 
taxpayers 

► Generate a 
greater return on 
City investment 



A household is in need of affordable housing 
when it 

• Earns less than 65°/o of the Calgary Area 
Median Income and 

• Spends more than 30o/o of its gross income 
on shelter costs. 



"I'm quite prepared to let the market 
decide, as long as the market is pricing 

the costs to the city in total." 
- Dauid Watson, 2008 


