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Please use this form to send your comments relating to an upcoming Council or Committee matter, or to request to 
speak on an upcoming public hearing item. 

In accordance with sections 43 through 45 of Procedure Bylaw 35M2017, the information provided may be included in the writ-
ten record for Council and Council Committee meetings which are publicly available through www.calgary.ca/ph.  Comments that 
are disrespectful or do not contain required information may not be included. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT

Personal information provided in submissions relating to matters before Council or Council Committees is collected under 
the authority of Bylaw 35M2017 and Section 33(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act of 
Alberta, and/or the Municipal Government Act (MGA) Section 636, for the purpose of receiving public participation in 
municipal decision-making and scheduling speakers for Council or Council Committee meetings. Your name and com-
ments will be made publicly available in the Council agenda. If you have questions regarding the collection and use of 
your personal information, please contact City Clerk’s Legislative Coordinator at 403-268-5861, or City Clerk’s Office, 700 
Macleod Trail S.E., P.O. Box 2100, Postal Station ‘M’ 8007, Calgary, Alberta, T2P 2M5. 

Please note that your name and comments will be made publicly available in the Council agenda. Your e-mail address 
will not be included in the public record. 

I have read and understand the above statement.

ENDORSEMENT STATEMENT ON TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION, ANTI-RACISM, EQUITY, DIVERSITY, INCLUSION AND 
BELONGING

The purpose of The City of Calgary is to make life better every day. To fully realize our purpose, we are committed to addressing 
racism and other forms of discrimination within our programs, policies, and services and eliminating barriers that impact the lives 
of Indigenous, Racialized, and other marginalized people. It is expected that participants will behave respectfully and treat every-
one with dignity and respect to allow for conversations free from bias and prejudice.

I have read and understand the above statement.

First name (required) Bob

Last name (required) Morrison

Are you speaking on behalf of a 
group or Community Associa-
tion? (required)

Yes

What is the group that you 
represent? Calgarians for Sensible Growth
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What do you wish to do? 
(required) Submit a comment

How do you wish to attend?

You may bring a support person 
should you require language or 
translator services. Do you plan 
on bringing a support person?

What meeting do you wish to 
attend or speak to? (required)

Standing Policy Committee on Infrastructure and Planning

Date of meeting (required) Jul 25, 2023

What agenda item do you wish to comment on? (Refer to the Council or Committee agenda published here.) 

(required - max 75 characters) IP2023-0559: Citywide Growth Strategy: New Approach to Growth Applications

Are you in favour or opposition of 
the issue? (required) In opposition

If you are submitting a comment or wish to bring a presentation or any additional materials to Council, please insert below. 
Maximum of 15 MB per submission (5 attachments, 3 MB per pdf document, image, video) 
If you have additional files to attach, email them to publicsubmissions@calgary.ca

Comments - please refrain from 
providing personal information in 
this field (maximum 2500 
characters)
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Calgarians for Sensible Growth 
 

Submission to City Council 

Amendments to the Municipal Development Plan & Area Structure Plans 

IP2023-0559 
 
On June 7th, we advised the Infrastructure and Planning Committee to reject the proposed 
process for new community growth applications (video @ 00:42:40).   
 
At the time, we exposed the false assumptions behind the process: 
 

• Assumption #1: City funding is needed – FALSE.  The market can take care of itself. 

• Assumption #2: Shifting growth to the Established Area is not feasible – FALSE. 
Subsidizing spawl has distorted housing economics. 

• Assumption #3: The full costs can be ignored – FALSE.  Socio-environmental issues have 
huge financial implications. 

• Assumption #4: Calgary needs more new communities – FALSE.  Calgary has plenty of 
suburban land supply. 

 

But our key message was that Council asked Administration the wrong question.   
 
Instead of asking how to approve more new subdivisions, Council should have 
asked:  
 

“DOES CALGARY NEED MORE NEW SUBDIVISIONS ON THE FRINGES?”  
 

And the answer – the only fiscally prudent answer – 
is an emphatic NO!   
 

What Calgary needs instead is a moratorium on 
new subdivisions outside the Established Area.   
 
Growth – community-sensitive, community positive growth – 
needs to be channelled to the Established Area to benefit the 
communities where 80% of Calgarians already live. 
 
Approval of the Municipal Development Plan amendments 
and Area Structure Plan amendments will carve into stone a 
financially foolhardy growth pattern that will be with us for at 
least another fifty years.   

Eighty per cent of 
Calgarians live in the 

Established Area 

Established 
Area 
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During those fifty years, infrastructure and services in the Established Area will continue to 
deteriorate.  Instead of the 50% of growth promised to the Established Area, continuing to 
sprawl will guarantee that, by 2079, 50% of Calgary’s population will be living outside the 
Established Area. 
 
This will be a travesty in terms of more greenhouse gas emissions, greater social inequity, 
higher housing costs, and – especially for you as custodians of the public purse – financial 
carelessness. 
 
Your responsibility, your obligation to Calgarians today and into the future is to refuse 
Administration’s requests for these amendments and instead: 
 

DIRECT ADMINISTRATION TO IMPLEMENT A MORATORIUM ON NEW 
SUBDIVISIONS OUTSIDE THE ESTABLISHED AREA 

 
We would like to discuss this issue with you prior to the 25th.  Please let us know when it would 
be convenient to meet.  E-mail: SensibleGrowth@shaw.ca 
 
 
 

We drive into the future using only our 
rear-view mirror 

 
- Marshall McLuhan 
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