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Letters of Response 
 

Heritage Calgary 
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Rosedale Community Association 
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Renfrew Community Association 
 

North Hill Communities Heritage Guidelines 
 
Renfrew Community Association Comments 
 
Concerns from Renfrew regarding the Draft Heritage Guidelines are two-fold as follows: 
 
1) Heritage Guidelines:  
There are only four categories in the Heritage Guidelines that would govern development in 
Heritage Guideline Areas. These are site and landscaping; design roofs and massing; front 
facades; and windows, materials and details. None are too detailed or too onerous and outline 
the bare minimum of building consideration required. Using  “encourage” in any of guidelines 
dilutes the intent of the program and defeats the purpose of the original exercise. With that in 
mind, we request that all references to “encouraged” in the Guidelines be changed back to the 
original designations of  “should”. There remains enough “wiggle-room” in the definition of 
“should” for rare occasions where a guideline might not be appropriate. 
 
 
2) Heritage Guideline Areas (Boundaries): 
We request that the historic communities of Regal Terrace and Beaumont which Renfrew 
shares with Crescent Heights be designated as heritage guideline areas in their entirety. This 
would ensure that the historic communities are respected and treated fairly across boundaries in 
both Renfrew and Crescent Heights. Single heritage asset protection is not currently in place 
and is a poor alternative to heritage guideline areas in this case. 
 
Crescent Heights heritage guideline area already covers almost all of the historic communities 
within their borders whereas Renfrew has only two blocks designated as heritage guideline 
areas – see Map 5. Renfrew has very similar numbers of Windshield Survey heritage homes in 
Regal Terrace and Beaumont compared to Crescent Heights but not “clustered” as required. 
The reason Renfrew no longer has the required clusters is due solely to development in our 
area. Perhaps we have been too amenable to development or perhaps not vigilant enough. 
Regardless, the requirement for block faces to have more than 25% of the building identified as 
heritage assets reduces Renfrew’s heritage guideline areas to insignificant levels. We believe 
this is one of the circumstances where the “one size fits all” employed in the NHCLAP simply 
does not work, or does not work fairly.  
 
Below is the supporting data should you wish to read further. 
 

 Renfrew Beaumont – 12 Avenue north to 16th Avenue- between 6 Street and 
Edmonton Trail 

 Renfrew Regal Terrace- 8 Avenue north to 12 Avenue south - between 6 Street and 
Edmonton Trail 

 65% of the houses in Regal Terrace are on the Renfrew side and 35% of 
the houses are on the Crescent Heights side.  

 Although Renfrew has by far the greater number of houses, we have only retained 
18% as Heritage Assets while Crescent Heights has retained 35%.  

 The same can be said for Beaumont where 69% of the houses are on the Renfrew 
side and 31% are on the Crescent Heights side. Again, Renfrew has retained only 
10% of its Heritage Assets while Crescent Heights has retained 28%. 

 Renfrew Beaumont has 20 Windshield Survey identified heritage homes,  
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 Crescent Heights Beaumont has 24 Windshield Survey identified heritage homes.  

 Renfrew Regal Terrace has 72 Windshield Survey identified heritage homes, 

 Crescent Height Regal Terrace has 74 Windshield Survey identified 
heritage homes.  

 There are only 6 more heritage homes in these areas in Crescent Heights than 
there are in Renfrew. 

 The number of heritage homes remaining in the historic communities of 
Beaumont and Regal Terrace in both Renfrew and Crescent Heights are almost 
identical.  

 The Guideline Areas determined for these two areas are not in keeping with the 
above noted statistics. Renfrew has insignificant guideline areas; Crescent 
Heights is almost all guideline area. 

 
It is important to remember that expanding these guideline areas would not actually protect any 
heritage assets from destruction or prevent new development so developers are not affected all 
that much. It does however require a thoughtful approach and adherence to guidelines for 
respectful development in heritage areas. The community of Renfrew is equally deserving of 
respectful development within its boundaries. 


