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1.0 Planning Referrals 

1.1 Context 

As a result of recent annexations by both The City of Calgary and The City of 
Cheste~mere, the two urban municipal ities nOW' share a common border (see 
Map #1 )- This provides the opportunity to put in place a strong working 
relationship between Calgary and Chestermere_ In particular, the mutual referral 
of planning applications, poficy plans, studies and other information is essential 
to inform each other of these acti'lities_ In addition. through effective 
communication, potential impacts and conflicts can be avoided_ 

1.2 nterrnunicipal Referrals 

The following that occur partially or wholly within the Circuration Agreement Area 
(Map #1) will be drculated to au munidpalities who are signatory to this 
Circulation Agreement: 

1 _2_ 1 statutory and non-statutory ptans and proposed amendments to such 
plans; 

122 applications for !and use redesignation and subdivision; 

1 _2_3 disposition of envtronmental, municipal and/or school reserves, 
environmental easements, public utility lots and/or road allowances; and 

r---C~I~TY~O..,F_C_A_l_G_A_R_':Y~-~-+.all.applicatians for development permits, induding renewals for the 

RECEIVED fo owing: 
IN COUNCIL CHAMBER a) tntensive agricultural operatiOns; 

b) natural resource extraction; 

JAN 1 2 2015 
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c) .andfills; 
d) discretionary uses along intermunicipal entranceways; 
e) commercial, industrial or business development; 
f) institutional! development and 

CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 
g} residential development 

Subject to agreement between both municipalities, items may be added to or 
deleted from the preceding drculation lists_ 

1.3 Referral Responsibility 

The respective administrations of both municipalities shall d.edde wtlich 
Department(s) is to be responsible for responding to inter-munidpal planning 
referrals_ Typfcal.ly the review and response to inter-municipal planntng referrals 
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will be coordinated through the Planning Department of each municipality. The 
respective municipalities' administrations shall refer any avallable planntng 
information with respect to lands Within the Circulation Agreement Area that 
might be requested by any other municipality. 

1.4 Circulation Time Periods 

Unless otherwise agreed to by the administrations of both1 munictpalities, the 
responding munidpality shall have thirty days from date of receipt to reply to any 
inter-munidpal circulation provided for under this Circulat£on Agreement Every 
effort should be made to refer the application to the other municipality as early as 
possib e, preferably before fJrSt reading, where applicable. Both munidpaflties 
commit to ongoing consultation where amendments have been made to the 
appricaron after the original inter-municipal circulation. 

In the event that the responding municipality does not reply within or request an 
extension to the maximum response period of thtrty days for any inter-muntctpal 
ctrcu ation, it may be assumed that the responding municipality has no comment 
or objection to the referred planning document. 

2.0 Enhanced Communications and Collaborative Planning 

2.1 Conrich Road COrridor Circulation 

This provision allows for more up-front discussions with the key stakeholders in 
the interface area (see map#1) where greater collaboration is desired by ~ther 
munidpality. An OU1Jlne Plan I Land Use Amendment application Within an 
interface area iS encouraged to gather broader input into the form.Jiation of 
concept plans tn order to reflect the issues of both jurisdictions_ 

2.1.1 ThiS collaboration can tnclude but is not limited to themed meetings, 
'W'Orkshops and site visits. It should involve representatives of adjacent 
munidpaliti.es and may in dude landowners within adjacent juriSdictions_ 

2.1.2 The interrnunioipal circulation period can be extended in order to 
acoommodate a collaborative planning process_ 

2.1.3 The outcomes of the collaboration can be included with the drrulation to 
indicate how the proposed development utiliZed the input in their design. 

3.0 Dispute Resolutio 

The City of Calgary and The City of Chestermere will arrange to maximize 
opportunities for diSa.Jssion to resolVe areas of disagreement on interrnunic,paf 
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referrals (identified in section 12} ear1y in the process in order to minimize the 
need for formal mediatiOn. A review by the lnterrnunicipal Committee (IMC) 
should occur prior to a proposal proceeding to Planning Commission. 

3.1 lntermunicipal Committee Revi·ew 

In the event that intermunicipal referrats are unable to be addressed through 
administration review, then the matter may be resolved at lntermunicipal 
COrrroitlee (1MC) in the following manner: 

3.1 .1 In advance of the IMC, the host municipality will ensure that information on 
the particular issue is made avallable to both municipalities. The host 
munidpality will cl1arify any questions or comments that were raised by the 
responding municrpality. 

3.1.2 During the IMC, the Committee will hear the perspectives of both 
municipalities. This may include, but is not limited to, presentations from 
Administration including subject matter experts if required1

• 

3.1.3 If the matter is unable to be resolved at IMC then the COmmittee may 
con dude that no agreement could be reached and direct the matter to 
each Munidpal Coundl. 

3.1.4 If the two Municipal Coundls cannot reach an agreement on the proposal, 
then they should consider referring the matter to a mediation process so 
that a solution can be found. 

3.2 Mediation 

The mediation process shall only be initiated by Municipal Coundls, with the 
following requirements: 

3.2.1 Appointment of an equal number of representatives from both 
munidpalities to participate in the mediation process; 

3.2.2 An impartial mediator agreed to by both municipalities and at equal cost to 
both; 

3.2.3 Approval of a sch.ed.ule which indudes the times and locations of meetings 
and a deadline by wtlich the mediatJion process is to be completed agreed 
to by both municipalities; and' 

3.2.4 The initiating munfcipality should not give approval in the rorm of second 
or third reading untn mediation has been condud'ed. 
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If no mediated agreement can be reached or if a mediated agreement is not 
approved by both Municipal Coundls, then the appeal process on referral 
applications may be initiated. 

3.3 Appeal 

If the initiating municipality passes a bylaw to implement the proposal, then the 
responding munidpality may appeal that action to the Munidpal Government 
Board in accordance to the provisions outuned in Section 690 of the Municipal 
Government Act (MGA). The responding municipality must file a notice of appea 
with the Municipal Government Board and provide a copy of the appeal notice to 
the [nitiating munidpality within thirty (30) days of the approval of the disputed 
bylaw. 
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