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Automatic snow removal on slides

Robot vending machines

Animal translators

Heated trails that melt snow 

Imagining Parks
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Mission
We enable, contribute to 

and sustain dynamic 
communities through great 

parks and open space.

Calgary’s parks and open 

space are cherished places 
that connect us to nature, our 

heritage and one another.

Vision
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ImagineParks Focus on People

ActionPlan - A healthy and green city

Provide education and volunteer programs

Stewardship and Ecological Literacy 

Environmental Education & Initiatives Strategic Plan

Protect, conserve  and enhance urban parks and 

open spaces

We value the natural environment and behave 

accordingly

Agents of Nature app
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ImagineParks Governance & Management

ActionPlan – Implement ZBR recommendations to 

ensure optimal staffing and work  plans

Optimized Resources

Parks Asset  Management Plan

Manage assets and provide infrastructure that is 

affordable and cost-effective

Goods and services are affordable, accessible

Performance management and maintenance 

standards
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ImagineParks Focus on Open Space

Natural Environment Conservation

Action Plan – Protect and enhance our urban forest 

and natural landscape throughout Calgary. 

Protecting, conserving & restoring environmentally 

significant areas, & providing a sustainable, 

connected & diverse open space system 

Healthy levels Native biological diversity as 

measured through Habitat Sustainability index

Biodiversity Strategic Plan

Annual workplans—restoration, naturalisation and 

habitat management
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Biodiversity Strategic Plan (CPS2015-0260)

• Based on principles of protection, 

development & management of Calgary’s 

parks for biodiversity

• Has a city-wide focus – healthy 

communities need healthy parks and 

ecosystems
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Biodiversity — What is it?

• The species and habitats in a given region

• Important for our own well-being

• Vital ecosystem services – food, shelter, clean air and water

• Increasingly important urban issue
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What have we done already?

• Strong history of public & policy support

• Builds on direction from MDP/CTP/Imagine Calgary

• Fits into imagineParks 30 year vision

• Consistent with planning at 
provincial/federal/international levels

…Conservation in urban areas becomes more important in order 

to improve human health and economic benefits to Canadians, 

and to minimize habitat loss and fragmentation.

—Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, Minister of the Environment, 2013 
(Response to the Parliamentary Report on Urban Conservation)
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• Part of the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) program

– International group focused on building local capacity for 

conservation in cities

– Provided international experience and opportunities for 

benchmarking

– Development of plan and policy done through this 

framework

Calgary’s approach
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• Durban Commitment on Biodiversity (UE2011-19)

• Status Report on Calgary Biodiversity

• Strategic Action Plan

• Biodiversity Policy

• Implementation of 3 new biodiversity projects

LAB Commitments
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• Stakeholder engagement

• Four Guiding Principles

– Ecological Literacy

– Ecological Resilience

– Collaboration

– Integration

• Principles and Recommendations 

form the basis of the Strategic Plan 

& the Biodiversity Policy

Development of the Plan
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Implementation

• 3 Biodiversity Initiatives at the core of the work program

• Ecological Integrity Index

• Landscape ecosystems

• Citizen engagement and education
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• By 2025, we will

• Evaluate landscapes and set conservation targets

• Restore/naturalize 20% of Calgary’s open spaces

• Comprehensive strategies for the management of 

invasive species

Measuring Success
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ImagineParks (CPS2015-0259)

Biodiversity Strategic Plan (CPS2015-0260)

Administration Recommendations:

CPS2015-0259 

• Approve in principle, ImagineParks

CPS2015-0260

• Receive for Information, The City of Calgary Biodiversity 

Report 2014, and Our BiodiverCity, Calgary’s 10-year 
Biodiversity Strategic Plan

• Approve the proposed Biodiversity Council Policy.
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Comments in support of the general initiative to conserve biodiversity 

My name is Linda Stewart – private citizen 

In reviewing the plan – I thought it might be useful to consider some actual 

examples of biodiversity decline right here in our own city. 

To do so, I contacted several field naturalists who have been studying nature over 

many years to gather some first-hand information about the state of biodiversity 

in Calgary.  

Two members I contacted who have extensive field experience at Nose Hill Park 

(North America’s largest urban grassland park) have noted a marked decline or 

disappearance of a variety of species such as the Richardson Ground Squirrel (our 

native gopher), which provides food for other species such as owls, hawks, 

coyotes and badgers. The biodiversity action plan itself notes the disappearance 

of the Sharp-tailed Grouse from the park.  

A breeding bird census was conducted by volunteers on a 60-acre portion of the 

SW corner of Nose Hill each May and June from 2003 to 2009.  Of special interest 

was the Clay-coloured sparrow – a grassland bird species that should be attracted 

to this large grassland park.  Results showed a decrease in numbers of Clay-

coloured sparrows by approximately 40% over the 6-year study, compared to the 

relatively stable population in Alberta in general.  Previously nesting species that 

are no longer seen in the park include Western Meadowlark, LeConte’s and 

Baird’s Sparrow, Spotted Towhee and Brown Thrasher. 

Gus Yaki and a number of volunteers have been conducting a monthly birding 

survey along a stretch of the Elbow River from Stanley Park to Glenmore Dam 

since the summer of 1993.  Over the last 21 years, they have found that at least 

15 once-common species of birds have totally disappeared along the route, while 

many other once-abundant species have greatly declined.   

Suzanne Visser observes, after 20 years of plant surveys in Calgary’s natural areas 

a noticeable reduction in abundance of certain species.  For example, flowering 

plants like Hookers Townsendia, Moss Phlox and Yellow Umbrella Plant are 

species which are susceptible to disturbance from trampling and may be declining 

as a result of increased soil compaction due to foot and bicycle traffic in sensitive 
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areas.  Others, such as Yellow Lady Slipper, Bracted Bog Orchid and Prairie 

Gentian may be declining in numbers as a result of habitat fragmentation caused 

by too many trails and too much disturbance by humans, dogs and bike activity.  

The greatest concern is the potential disappearance of rarer species which are the 

most sensitive to human disturbance.   

Many relatively hardy native plants are disappearing from some of our parks and 

natural areas because they are simply being beaten down by over-use in areas 

such as the upper plateau of Edworthy Park, or being out-competed by non-native 

invasive plant species.  If plants cannot grow to maturity, blossom and set seed, 

they are doomed.  So what is the problem if we lose a few (or a lot) of native 

plants?  Well it means, for example that we are losing the biodiversity of insects 

that pollinate most of our plants.  The larvae of the native insects need to feed 

upon the leaves of native plants – they cannot survive on invasive plant species.  

The lack of insect larvae means that many of our nesting birds and amphibian 

species are dying from lack of food.  When adult birds die without replacement 

the species becomes extirpated.  Time is of the essence. 

As an example, there is an area of about 4 or 5 hectares on the north side of the 

Weaselhead Natural Environment Park that has been totally taken over by 

Caragana – a very hardy and aggressive European invader.  Gus Yaki describes this 

area as a “biological desert” with little living there except Caragana.  In 10 years it 

will dominate a much larger area of the park - every seed of invasive plants 

survives because none of our native wildlife feed on them, so these plants 

increase exponentially.  

The greatest concern of those who know and love Calgary’s natural areas is the 

concern over timing.  The reports we have before us have been 5 years in the 

making.  Now it seems we still have an implementation plan to come and some 

targets for 10 years in the future.  The measures suggested seem minimal in scope 

and the timeline far too lengthy.  We need to be thinking about what we can do 

right now! 
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Nature Calgary brief on the City of Calgary’s

10 year biodiversity Strategic Plan

March 4, 2015

Madam Chair thanks to you and the committee for the opportunity to speak to this

plan and to Calgary Parks for giving Nature Calgary (Calgary Field Naturalists’

Society) the opportunity to have meaningful input into the plan.

1. Nature Calgary

 Established in the early 1950’s, 500 members

 Promote the understanding, appreciation and conservation of Calgary’s

Natural Areas

 Inglewood Bird Sanctuary (its creation and nature centre), Nose Hill

 Provide speaker series and nature walks

 Publish many books related to Calgary Natural areas.



2. Importance of Calgary Natural Areas to Calgarians

 Natural Areas full of Calgarians unplugging from the virtual world,

recreating and de stressing.

 Many of the natural areas have local community groups who’s focus is the

protection of their local natural area

 Thousands of Calgarians volunteer in helping the city maintain the quality

of its parks

 Thousands of Calgarians, especially our children, take part in natural

history educational opportunities within Calgary’s natural areas.



3. Important Role that Council has played in protecting:

 Glenmore Reservoir/Weaselhead – Grant MacEwan while on council played

a very important role in protecting this natural area.

Encouraging the appreciation, observation, study,

conservation and protection of all components of the

natural world.
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 Inglewood Bird Sanctuary

 Nose Hill

 Griffith Woods

 Ralph Klein Park, Legacy parks – Haskayne and Bearspaw Natural Areas

 River Valleys Plan, Urban Parks Master Plan, Nose Hill Master Plan, Natural

Areas Plan, Urban forest Plan, Greenway Plan, Calgary’s Wetland

Management Plan

4. Biodiversity Strategic Plan

 Logical follow up to councils previous efforts.

 Monitoring the biodiversity of Calgary’s natural areas with the

establishment of an Ecological Integrity Index for each natural area is

fundamental to the success of the plan. The sooner the better.

 Nature Calgary has a lot of expertise and a volunteer base that can be of

great assistance to Calgary Parks in monitoring the health of the Natural

Areas.

 Think globally act locally – e.g. Neotropical migrants

 LAB Durban Accord for Biodiversity adopted by City Council 2011

5. Legacy

 By accepting this plan and sending it on for council’s approval you will be

performing a vital link in the process of protecting Calgary’s biodiversity

now and most importantly as a legacy for Calgary’s future generations.

“In Wildness is the Preservation of the World”

Henry David Thoreau.

Nature Calgary Box 981 Stn M Calgary, Alberta T2P 2K4

www.naturecalgary.com
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