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Automatic snow removal on slides

Robot vending machines

Animal translators

Heated trails that melt snow 

Imagining Parks
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Mission
We enable, contribute to 

and sustain dynamic 
communities through great 

parks and open space.

Calgary’s parks and open 

space are cherished places 
that connect us to nature, our 

heritage and one another.

Vision
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ImagineParks Focus on People

ActionPlan - A healthy and green city

Provide education and volunteer programs

Stewardship and Ecological Literacy 

Environmental Education & Initiatives Strategic Plan

Protect, conserve  and enhance urban parks and 

open spaces

We value the natural environment and behave 

accordingly

Agents of Nature app
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ImagineParks Governance & Management

ActionPlan – Implement ZBR recommendations to 

ensure optimal staffing and work  plans

Optimized Resources

Parks Asset  Management Plan

Manage assets and provide infrastructure that is 

affordable and cost-effective

Goods and services are affordable, accessible

Performance management and maintenance 

standards
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ImagineParks Focus on Open Space

Natural Environment Conservation

Action Plan – Protect and enhance our urban forest 

and natural landscape throughout Calgary. 

Protecting, conserving & restoring environmentally 

significant areas, & providing a sustainable, 

connected & diverse open space system 

Healthy levels Native biological diversity as 

measured through Habitat Sustainability index

Biodiversity Strategic Plan

Annual workplans—restoration, naturalisation and 

habitat management
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Biodiversity Strategic Plan (CPS2015-0260)

• Based on principles of protection, 

development & management of Calgary’s 

parks for biodiversity

• Has a city-wide focus – healthy 

communities need healthy parks and 

ecosystems
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Biodiversity — What is it?

• The species and habitats in a given region

• Important for our own well-being

• Vital ecosystem services – food, shelter, clean air and water

• Increasingly important urban issue
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What have we done already?

• Strong history of public & policy support

• Builds on direction from MDP/CTP/Imagine Calgary

• Fits into imagineParks 30 year vision

• Consistent with planning at 
provincial/federal/international levels

…Conservation in urban areas becomes more important in order 

to improve human health and economic benefits to Canadians, 

and to minimize habitat loss and fragmentation.

—Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, Minister of the Environment, 2013 
(Response to the Parliamentary Report on Urban Conservation)
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• Part of the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) program

– International group focused on building local capacity for 

conservation in cities

– Provided international experience and opportunities for 

benchmarking

– Development of plan and policy done through this 

framework

Calgary’s approach
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• Durban Commitment on Biodiversity (UE2011-19)

• Status Report on Calgary Biodiversity

• Strategic Action Plan

• Biodiversity Policy

• Implementation of 3 new biodiversity projects

LAB Commitments
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• Stakeholder engagement

• Four Guiding Principles

– Ecological Literacy

– Ecological Resilience

– Collaboration

– Integration

• Principles and Recommendations 

form the basis of the Strategic Plan 

& the Biodiversity Policy

Development of the Plan
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Implementation

• 3 Biodiversity Initiatives at the core of the work program

• Ecological Integrity Index

• Landscape ecosystems

• Citizen engagement and education
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• By 2025, we will

• Evaluate landscapes and set conservation targets

• Restore/naturalize 20% of Calgary’s open spaces

• Comprehensive strategies for the management of 

invasive species

Measuring Success
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ImagineParks (CPS2015-0259)

Biodiversity Strategic Plan (CPS2015-0260)

Administration Recommendations:

CPS2015-0259 

• Approve in principle, ImagineParks

CPS2015-0260

• Receive for Information, The City of Calgary Biodiversity 

Report 2014, and Our BiodiverCity, Calgary’s 10-year 
Biodiversity Strategic Plan

• Approve the proposed Biodiversity Council Policy.
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