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CITY OF CALGARY 
RECEIVED 

IN COUNCIL CHAMBER 

CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 
July 14, 2014 

Mr. Rlaz Mamdanl, CEO 
1402801 Alf»rta Ud. 
400, 630- B"' Avenue SW 
Celgary, AB T2P 1G5 

Dear Mr. Mamdanl, 

Alter careful considerallon of lhe matler, I have decided not 10 proceed Wllh lhe 
proposed deiJirplliOn of lhe eXIeflor of the Barron 8uldlng under lhe HltJtorical 
Rwoiltr:tiS Act In making this decision, I rwvlewlld ht pOIIIians of 8lakaholders and 
wefghed lhe racommendallon made to me by 1he AIJerta Hiltodcal Reeoun:es 
Foundation beard. 

I under&land that you w11 be SIDnftlng 10 lhe aty of caQary milled deveqJment 
permltdlawlngs lhalllllecllhe Canl:epl Dallgn dated Aplll15, 2013. The City of 
Calgary haa indicallld II& lnhlnl to pmceed Wllh a dlnlct conlrol bVIaw 10 POf8CIIhe 
bUilding's charal:tar-cfaftnlnO hlstlflc feabe&. 1bla pmtection Mil lf1IUf8 lhatlhe 
radeveiCJpmllf)l of this llndmaltl bulclng llrllces lhe I'IIG8IIIIUy balance betwaan 
ralafnfng ICs clisllnclhle htrfllga chalacler and 8111Udng the propedy Is ICCinOIIbly 
vleble. 

I flank you for your commllmentiD ,...._lllill heritage ti8UUI8. and In paJticular, 
lle I8C8IIt CXIIJimllment )IOU hlmt made 1o lt8lllblllh a permanent.......,... c11p1ay 
lhaf will eWcale viailora on lhe ~ alditec:luraJ Md historic lignlllcance. I Wish 
you much succ:eu as you puceec1 wllh yow project. 

Best Regards, 

Minister 

R. Mounty 
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July9, 2014 

Honourable Heather KUmchuk 
Minister of Culture and Community Services 
107 lesislilture Bulldlna 
108110-97 Ave NW 
Edmonton, AB TSK 286 

~t~· 
DearMin~chuk, 

RE: laf'I'OJ'I BuUdiJ11 

I am excited by the prospect of havlns the Barron Bulklfna find a new purpose In actlvatlna the economic and 
street Are or downtown c.llary. In response to conversations with your office,. I am writlns to convey ow 
commitment to securin& the desiBn as presented laSl month at the Alberta Historic foundation Board Hearins, 
lhrouaJa the tools ;~vailable to City Council. 

In diswssions with the applicant they have aareed to submit revised development permit drawtnp reflecti111 
the Concept Desfsn dated April 15. 2013 presented at the Board Hearfn& on May 28, 2014. A direct control 
bylaw will be presented for City Council approval, which wiH tie the development permit drawincs to the land, 
not the owner. It is our intent to ensure that the character deflnina elements as presenRd in the Concept Desiln 
wiU be uplicitly ndtected in the drawlnp. This approach nqates the need for a provincial historic deJilnation. 

In ilddition, the appliant mentioned two items not in the desiln concept that thev have ap1!ed to. These tlerns 
include placlfll blacllaranlte between the retal openlnas up to the hel&flt of the exlstlfll blldt Jl'alllle and 
preparlfll a permanent display in the buildint that art1c:ulates the historY of the Barron Bulldin& and its 
lmportlnce In this city becoml111 the oil capital or the country. 

The City of carpry Is very active In intepiltJns our architectural p;~st Into the modem dty. Our invatment in 
movins the MdiUWI House Jut month Is a strorw ind"ution of thi5 wmmitment. In Che Barron Bulkllns we have 
an 011111er enpll!d In lnvesdnl private funds In a similar manner. A direct wntrol bylaw wll provide the 
certainty neceSSCJry to see the mnc:ept throiJih to construction. 

rtr:li 
~:J!nshi 
MAYOR 

H151oric City !tall. 700 MecleodTr~ll South, #IIIW>. C.lpty. All. (Arwfl '111' 1M5 
T AOU611 • .i622 f 40J.268.111JO E lhr~D ... y.<:a 

Proudly s~rving a great cit)' 

R. Mounty 
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Mr. MatthewWangler 
Executive Director 
Alberta Historical Resources Foundation 
Alberta Culture 
8820-112Street, Edmonton, AB TOO 2P8 
MattJJeyfflanglerJigov.ab.ca 

Dear Mr. Wangler: 

Re: Barron Building 

Earlier this year, I sent a letter to the Ministry indicating concern over demoltion 11110rk ~t the 
Barron Building. My cause for wrling that letter was to ensure no v.ork was undertaken until 
such tine as my staff could work out the details of the proposed new'NOrk to the building. Since 
that time, we have met with the owner and their representatives and the plans have been 
detailed to reflect not only preservation of a large portion of the building, but what we expect to 
be the catalyst to the revitalization of this part of the dO\Mltown. 

As background I provide the folbNing: 

1. That the owner Is proposing to preserve the. facade of such a large building, oMih the 
alterations at grade to provide the necessary fea1ures to create an active street frontage, is 
surprising. While in T 01011to in the mid 80's, I was unsuccessful in convincing Oxford 
Properties to preserve the 14 storey facade on the historic Concourse Building. The reason 
given was that new office buldings required higher floor to oeling heights. Instead, all we 
could secure we~e the reconstruction d some features lb a tile mtl$8llc decoration. 

The preservation of such a large portion cl the Barron bulding, preserving the floor to ceilng 
heights blended with new construction is remarkable In this instance. 

2. While head d Planning and Development in st. Louis, we rebuilt the dCMfltown core d the 
city that lost 1he greatest percentage cl its population in the Country, lhrough histori:: 
preservation. We led the nation in federal tax credits for three straight years bringing 6,000 
units and new businesses Into the core. The resurgence of the core has been largely 
recognized as the most signific:ant in the United States. 

We did this by blending preservation with the economic realities of today's markstplace. The 
Barron Building proposal is an example of how this works. One of the biggest chalenges 
facing many cities Is the reuse of old movie theatres. Having been involved In several efforts 
to reYitalize such structures, it has become obvious that the trend in urban movie houses is 

VIWW.Co~Jol'l'.CA a1Jl·1·1------------.,.......-1!0_ ..... _2_100_._!>Cn_. _.\\_c.:dal....::...;fY:_• A_ll._t:._r._lld.l_~1_f' 2_loU_• 
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vastly different than the options these structures present. However, this building can again 
be an Important part of the City, perhaps more so In that the proposal provides an 
opportunity to enliven the street edge, so critical to the city's efforts to create pedestrian 
oriented streets. 

Any new building at this location would be asked to create retail bays along the street edge. 
Most new office developers shy away from this city buikling characteristic as being a leasing 
challenge. However, In the proposal for the Barron Building we have exactly the type of 
frontage we would be seeking coupled with the transparent facade d the new comer 
element 

3. The rear elevation of the building picks up on the window treatment of the original structure. 
I v.ould point out we are entertaining a redevelopment across the lane ......nh a transit station 
rebuOd. This elevation wll not be visible from the street unless looking directly down the 
Janeway. We are more than satisfied the design \M:lrks and wll provide greater oversight of 
the Janeway. 

4. The extent of the pre5ervation is very similar to \\flat we W81'e encouraging in the reuae of 
hertage buidings in the core ofT oronto. I prepared zoning that provided density incentives 
br four levels of preservation ranging from facade only, ID full structure. The proposal before 
us would have achieved the third highest level, reflecting the goal of seeing heritage 
buildings repurposed to uses that activate the street. 

In conclusion, we are amclous to see the Barron Building once again become an active 
component of our city and believe the applicalon we currently have before us, will do this. 

Sil'l(l8f'ely, 

Roln Stanley 
General Manager, Planning, Development and Assessment 
T 268-2601 I F 268-67851 Mail Code #8138 

Pmurlly sc-n•irrg il gn•.11 rity 
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R. Mounty 


