
Members of City Council, 

City of Calgary 

P. 0. Box 2100, Stn. M,

CALGARY, Alberta

T2P 2M5 

Dear Mayor Gondek and Councillors: 

Hawkesworth Strategies 

June 6, 2022 

Our community needs you to adopt The Calgary Climate Strategy. The Strategy puts Calgary on 

the right course. It's the journey we must make. You are doing what our future requires. 

There's no governance manual for leaders in a climate emergency. 

How do you govern in a climate emergency? We all share some responsibility for climate 

warming. What is the most constructive role for you to play in this political environment? 

Perhaps something in my experience will resonate and help inform your choices going forward. 

The climate issue is contested, as you know. Some use climate as a litmus test to define political 

identities. "Conserving", and keeping our planetary home safe, should be as important to 

"conservatives" as to anyone else. Climate change threatens loss and entails grief. This can be a 

hard reality for anyone to face. Denial is one coping mechanism. Show kindness and empathy to 

one another. This work is the hardest you will ever do. Try always to find common ground. 

The problem of climate warming is physics, not ideology. 

Large numbers of citizens and policy makers do not understand climate change. They cannot 

describe the process. Please ensure City climate communications with our citizens continually 

provides basic climate science knowledge. My own climate "ah ha!" moment came at a 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) conference in 1998. The workshop explained how 

CO2 in the atmosphere inhibits the earth's heat from radiating into space. Once I understood 

the science and the likely risks, I felt a compelling need to act. 

Climate warming has to get under our shells and into our hearts. 

Emergencies call out our courage and passion. Resolve to do something tangible every day to 

fix the climate problem, no matter how small or seemingly insignificant. I made that resolution 

in 1998, when climate was not on any City of Calgary agenda. I've kept that promise ever since. 

Mandate a framework for climate action. 

Approving The Calgary Climate Strategy- Pathways to 2050 is your next step. My first step as a 

Council member was to submit a Notice of Motion for Calgary to join the FCM's, Partners for 

Climate Protection (PCP) Program. 

Make commitments with integrity. 

Several days after submitting my motion, Lyle Ward, Commissioner of Operations, came to see 

me. He told me administration would not be able to support it. Joining the PCP Program would 
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