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How to avoid progress 
on secondary suites 
~.......,~~ 

Thank you for purchasing the 
2015 edition of the Canadian 
City Councillor's Guide to 
Spinning In Circles on the 
Issue of Secondary Suites'M. 

This year's pamphlet is a 
small miracle. We'd decided 
late last year to cease pub­
lication due to poor sales 
nationwide. Most large mu­
nicipalities endorse allowing 
homeowners to rent out 
basement apartments and 
granny flats citywide. Can­
adian city councillors, by and 
large, have no interest in our 
particular endeavour. 

To our surprise, however, 
interest has remained strong 
in one city- enough to 
keep us afloat one more year. 
Here's to you, Calgary! 

Follow these guidelines 

any time your council looks 
like it might actually make 
progress on this issue: 
1. Stay lost in the weeds. 

People often say "don't get 
lost in the weeds," by which 
they mean don't focus on 
minute details at the expense 
of the big picture. Zoom out, 
and you'll see the situation 
anew and act with clarity. No. 
Don't do it. The weeds are 
your friends. Cling to them. 
Get so tumed around in 
them that your fellow coun­
cillors feel lost, too. When 
people ny to pull you out, 
sigh and say: "It's just not 
that simple." 
2. Ignore expe1t advice. 
. Any number of local organ­
izations will peddle so-called 
"expertise" to uy and get 
your council unstuck on this 
issue. Don't listen. The local 
Chamber of Commerce -
what do they know about the 
business of running a city? 
Agencies on the front lines 

of your city's housing shmt­
age -what can they possibly 
contribute? Smile and nod, 
but ignore it all. You know 
best, and what you know is 
weeds. (See Guideline No. 1.) 
3. Ignore lessons from 
other cities. 

Inevitably. some know-it­
all will say, "[Insert city name 
here] has citywide suites and 
there's no mayhem there." 
Here you must imply that 1m­
man beings in your city are 
fundamentally, inexplicably, 
biologically different than 
human beings in that city . 
"This is not [insert city name 
here]," you must say disdain­
fully. "This is Calgary." 
4. Talk about parking. 

It doesn't really matter 
what specifically you say, so 
long as you use phrases like 
"worried about parking," 
"parking concerns," "inad­
equate parking" and so on. 
Keep people more worried 
about where to put cars than 

where to put humans, and 
your city will remain stuck. 
5. Push for a plebiscite. 

Pull off this neat trick and 
you can pander to the elec­
torate while evading your re­
sponsibility as a civic leader 
all at once! Emphasize that 
the issue is too impmtant 
to be left to politicians: "Let 
the people decide." Not only 
does this save you (at least 
for now) from the discomfort 
of taking a stand, you can 
justify the entire exercise by 
calling it democracy. 

Follow these guidelines, 
and your council will stay · 
bogged down for the foresee­
able future, likely ensuring a 
2016 edition of the Canadian 
City Councillor's Guide to 
Spinning ln Circles on the 
Issue of Secondaty SuitesTM. 

Jeremy Klaszus is a 
freelance journalist and 
stay-at-home dad. He tweets 
at @klaszus. 
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