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Our Mandate

Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board 

•Is independent from 
the City of Calgary`s 
Planning department

•Makes decisions in 
an impartial manner 
and applies the 
principles of natural 
justice and 
procedural fairness

•Hears appeals 
regarding decisions 
made by the City of 
Calgary subdivision 
and development 
authorities

•Renders decisions 
based on the 
evidence presented

Theme Role 

Independency Principle



Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

Composition

SDAB

Minimum of 
15 Calgary 
residents Maximum of 

25 Calgary 
residents

Current  
SDAB 

complement 
is 23

Balanced 
gender 

profile of 
people

Highly 
experienced

/ skillsets



2021 Key Accomplishments 

Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

103 appeals 
heard

95 written 
decisions 
rendered

Convened 
various internal 

procedural 
meetings

Participated in 
various training 

sessions with both 
internal and 

external 
facilitators 

Interviewed 
candidates for the 

year 2022 and 
made 

recommendations 
to the City Council



Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

SDAB`s 
current  

initiatives and 
projects 

Installing 
additional 

technology in 
our main 

hearing rooms 
to move to 
paperless 
hearings

Exploring the 
notion of 

conducting 
hybrid (in 

person and 
virtual) 

hearings

Preparing to 
return to  in-

person hearings

Currently 
streamlining its 
procedures for 
chair and vice 

chair 
nomination 



Accomplishments and Opportunities

Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

Accomplishments Opportunities



Narratives

Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

S
ta

tis
tic

s

101 development 
permit appeals heard

Combination of single 
detached dwellings

Secondary suits

Backyard, above garages 
and basement suites

2 Subdivision permit 
appeals heard

Various change of use, 
multi-residential, dwelling 

and new accessory 
building applications



Narratives continues…. 

Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

103 
appeals 
heard in 

2021

8 appeals 
withdrawn

13 appeals 
involved an 
amending of 

the DA`s 
decision

32 appeals 
involved an 
overturning 
of the DA`s 

decision



Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

One

Continue to hold hearings 
as required by the MGA and 
Bylaw 1P2007

Two

Call for resumption of in-
person hearings 

Three 

Continued performance in 
issuing fair, well-reasoned 
decisions withing the 
stipulated MGA timelines

2023 Work Plan 



Subdiv is ion and Development  Appeal  Board

Operations

Meeting Held

•53 meetings held since May 2021

Access to meeting, agendas or 
minutes

•Public invited to attend all hearings of the 
SDAB

•Meetings advertised through the SDAB 
website

Members` participation in 
meetings

•All meetings were held virtually in 2021

Barriers

•Lack of proper technologies by a limited 
number of parties to fully participate in 
the hearings*

* The parties were able to participate by telephone in these circumstances



Questions


