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()c.\btl"t:. Sub()ti'&lli'li?Y 
tiTY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 

( )n beh.df of. the cititcm of ( 'algarr. l ,1111 pleased to submit The City of ( :algary's proposal for the 

,tcquisi t ion of l'attcrmn \'V'umll. 

Patterson \Voods is located on the Pask,tpuo Slopes on rhe south slope nf the Bow River valley west of 

~J.rcec Trail. Support f{,r th e protecrion of the l'askapoo Slopes has been ~he subject of public interes t 

for many )'C.Jrs. P.mcrson W'oods is the mmt critical cumponem oJ the Paskapoo Slopes c<.:osysrem. It 

'its at the troS>roo~ds of rhc Bow and Elbow River wildlife corridors and as SJrch is integral to the 

mainrcnJnc..: of h..:aldty n.uural h.tbit,ll., throughout rhe cicy. Acquisition of rhis pared , in c.:onjunccion 

with amitip.ned future municip.J and en\'ironmcmal reserve dcdil:atiuns, will eliminate chc need fi>r 

funh..:r acqui~irions in chi' area .111d \\ill n:t..tin thi' extremely important nanmJ ecosystem. 

Prort'ltion of natur.d ..:nvironmcnh i~ a high priority for nil Calgarians. Acquisition of Parcerson 

\'V'omh willtcrr.tinl} conlirm the Provinn~'s commirnrem to chc nnrural heritage of our ci ty and 

prm ince. 

l h.mk ) 'O ll for your un:tid tOmiJeracion of chis 

propos.d. 

Your' truly. 
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rotection of the Paskapoo Slopes has been a 

high priority for Calgarians over a number of years. While this 

intention is cerrainly noble it has become apparent that acquisition of 

the entire area is unrealistic. Upon careful review and assessment, The 

City of Calgary has' identifted the protection of the Patterson Woods 

parcel as the highest priority for maintaining the ecological inregrity of 

the Paskapoo Slopes. 

Careful review and consideration has concluded that this parcel is the most environmentally 

significant part of the Paskapoo Slopes. Acquisition and integration of this parcel into Calgary's river 

valley park system will ensure the maintenance of a healthy ecosystem throughout the C ity. 
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Patterson Woods is at the crossroads of the Bow and Elbow 

River corridors. It's ecological importance can be measured 

in many ways. 

Patterson Woods is one of rhe most ecologically diverse land parcels on the enti re Paskapoo Slopes 

and poss ibly within the entire C ity of Calgary. T he complexity, quality and number of habitats in 

one location an~ rare and un ique. H igh quali ty and numbers of native species are characteristic of iliis 

area. T he vegetation is virwally weed free and typ ically represents numerous high quality species. 

T hese dive rse habitats provide food, cover, resting, nesting and breeding areas for a wide variety of 

animals and bi rds. 

r Development of th is area will severely fragment the entire area and interrupt positive wildlife 

movement between the Elbow and Bow Ri ver corridors. An intact Patterson Woods acts as an 

imporranr nucleus to rhe entire Paskapoo slopes habitat. In turn , removal or fragmenration puts ilie 

entire Paskapoo Slopes at risk. 

Development of tl1is area will sign ificantly disrupt wildlife movement, nesting, resting, escape 

and thermal cover and will lower food availabili:J 

The entire Paskapoo Slope dominates the views in western Calgary. Calgary is a city largely 

defined by its natural landscapes. Calgarians value the maintenance of this natural visual heritage 

as being an important aspect of their community. The major 

tourism corridor through Calgary west to the Rocky Mountains 

runs adjacent to rhe slopes. The Alberta landscape in itself is a 

major tourism attractio n that is valued and deserves protection. 

Calgarians have told us that one of the reasons rhat they support 

rhe p rotection of their u rban natural areas is for the recreational 

benefits iliat rhese places provide. Patterson Woods offers diverse 

land forms and vegetation communities that will enhance passive 

outdoor recreation opportunities in western Calgary. 
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The complexity, quality and number of habitats in one location 

are rare and unique. 
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ow can we work together to protect Patterson Woods? 

The Alberta Government has the opportunity now to become partners with Calgarians for the protection of this highly valued 
parcel of land. The City of Calgary encourages your continued s4pport for the protection of Alberta's natural heritage. 


