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Background - April 2021 

Encouraging Street Play NoM 

AND WHEREAS The City of Calgary bylaws and 
provincial legislation (Traffic Safety Act) currently 
hinder the use of streets for play; 

AND WHEREAS The City of Calgary recognizes 
the importance of utilizing neighbourhood 
streets to promote recreational activities that 
will build community capacity and promote 
healthy habits; 

City to review Calgary bylaw restricting 
play on neighbourhood roads 

ihHfrf&·iMHiif iif&Uil·iili·liAi+J.O·HiiHJHfiMN.fo■ditbii+M@·HS1Mhli 

City administration will look at rules around encouraging street play in Calgary communities. LIVEWIRE FILE 
PHOTO 
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C.algary 

NoM - THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1) Council directs Administration to complete a full review to encourage safe street level play including current bylaws 

and enforcement practices with a report back to the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation and Transit no 

later than Q1 2022 in alignment with the scheduled Neighbourhood Streets Policy Update, with recommendations 

and funding sources, including but not limited to: 

a. Review provincial laws and legislation that currently limit The City's ability to encourage safe street level play; 

b. Identify changes necessary to encourage safe street level play; 

c. Include an environmental scan of other municipalities that encourage safe street level play; 

d. Review all safety hazards and risks with proposed recommendations and provide mitigating strategies; 
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Calgary 

Two Types of Play 

Unstructured Structured 
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Calgary Provincial Traffic Safety Act -
Rules of the Road Regulation 

Pedestrians on road""ay .. 

90( 1) When a sidewalk or path is located beside a roadvvay, a pedestrian 

( a) shall at all tin1es ,vhen it is reasonable and practicable to do so use the 
side,valk or path, and 

(b) shall not proceed along or remain on the road,vay. 

Pedestrians crossing roadway 

91 ( 1) A pedestrian \Vho is crossing a roadway 

(a) shall cross as quickly as is reasonable, and 

(b) shall not stop or loiter while crossing the highway or otherwise 
impede the free movement of vehicles on the high,vay. 
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II 

C a lga ry City of Calgary = Streets Bylaw 20M88 

(4) No person shall place, dispose, direct or allow to be placed, directed, or 
disposed, any Material belonging to that person or over which that person 
exercises control on a portion of a Street unless authorized to do so: 

(a) 

(b) 

by the Traffic Engineer pursuant to this Bylaw or pursuant to the Calgary 
Traffic Bylaw 26M96; or 

by any other Bylaw. 
(38M2013, 2013 September 30) 

Example of basketball hoop 
in the boulevard 
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Calgary 

Bylaw Statistics on Sports Equipment on the Street 

2019 2020 2021 

Citizen Complaints 130 240 239 

Tickets Written 0 1 0 
Items Impounded 1 1 2 

Bylaw Statistics on Play on the Street 

Citizen Com laints 9 11 2 

Tickets Written 0 0 0 
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Calgar'y Jurisdictional Scan: Sections of Toronto's 
Hockey and Basketball Bylaw 

1. City C~ouncil ar11end :Chapter 950, Traffic and Park:ing~ to authorize the playing of hockey and 
bask:etball on a roadway under the follo,~ing conditions: 

a. tl1e roadv\ ay must be classified as a local road and ha -e a speed Liinit of 40la11/hr or less~ 

b. the playing of hockey or basketball on the road,~ray is per111itted only during daylight 
l1ours and never before 9 :00 a .111~ or after 8 :00 p.n1. · and 
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Calga1ry Initiatives Supporting Play 

Mobile Adventure Playground 

The City of Calgary Newsroom 

The City of Calgary is offering free permits 
for Neighbour Day events 

Bicycle Pump Track 
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What we can do: 
Calgary Structured Play - Permits and Programming 

Home & Neighbourhood Your Neighbourhood Resources 

Block Parties and Play Streets 

Calgary 
Programs and services v Business and Economyv News 

31 1 

Horne > Tr,1ns12orwtion :, Road germ its , Lllock p,1rty permit 

Block party permit 
block pc!rty is il d li len-i11itillletl event held on ,J my slre l \II htn il specmc l>lock in il 

commllnI ror emen« II1111ent purposes. pc,-rrnI[ is req~11recl co close roaclways ror 

rM event 

2,500,000+ 
Canadians To Date 

37 
Municipalities 
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Calgary What we can do: 
Unstructured Street Play - Built Form and Safety 

Elements of Great Neighbourhood Streets 

1. Block P;arty/ 
Pf;ayStrHt 

2. StrHt 3. Temporary Tn1fflc 5. Actlv;atlon/ 
L;ab Calming Curb ProgHmmlng 

7. School 
Eng;agement 

9.Curb 
Bulb 

6. Parking 8. Pathway 

12. StrMt 
,,.Community Art 

Dldlllla ,, ........ 16. WhNlchelr ...... 

10. Tr;afflc 
Olverters 
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Calgar y What we can do for Street Play 

Unstructured 

• Continue to work with the Province of Alberta 

on potential changes to laws/legislation 

regarding Street Play through The City's 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office 

• Continue to support traffic calming and 

pedestrian friendly initiatives in 

neighborhoods 

Structured 

• Update our Block Party permits to Block 

Parties and Play Streets 

• Promote external structured street play 

like PlayOn! 
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Calgar'y 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Community Development Committee recommend that Council direct 
Administration to continue to work with the Province of Alberta on potential changes 
to laws/legislation regarding Street Play through The City's Intergovernmental Affairs 
Office. 
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Questions? 



C,algary 

Back of Deck Slides 

1. Quebec Legislation 
2. Toronto Language 
3. S-Parks information from our Bylaw 
4. Block Party Permit Information 
5. Block Party Statistics 
6. Bylaw Statistics 
7. Participaction - What Governments Can do 
8. Nike Report - Designed to move 
9. Letters of Support for PlayOn! 
10. Play Streets Seattle 
11. Park(ing) Day 



Calgary 

Toronto City Council Decision 
City Council on July 12, 1 _ 14 and 15 _Q 16 adopted the folio ;ving: 

1. City ,Council a111e11d Chapter 9 0~ Trafiic and Parking~ to authorize the pla ·ii1.:'" of hockey and 
basketball on a roadv ay under the follo\"'.v ing conditions: 

a. the roadv ay n1ust be classified as a local road and ha -e a speed li1nlt of 40.lan/llr or less· 

b. the playing of hockey or basketball on the road,:vay is pennitted on[ during da_, light 
hours and ne -er before 9:00 a.in_ or after 8:00 p.111.; and 

c. person pa1t icipating in, or pennitting such activity are responsible for deterrnining 
,: hat locations are safe and for playing in a safe r 1anner and agree that they are assuming 
an. and all liability to persons and all risks to themseh es or children under tlleir care 
associated ,vith the decision to engage in this conduct and that they \vai, e any and all 
clai1ns against the Citv. ...__ .., 
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C.algary 
H. 

Toronto 

The temporary placing of portable ba k tball or ho key net during the playing of hockey 
or basketball on a street are permitted encroachments and shall not require an agreement 
or the payment of any pem1it or encroachment fee, provided that they are maintained 
pursuant to Article V at the expense of the owner or occupier of land to which the 
encroachment are appurtenant and comply with the following conditions: IAdded 2016-
07-15 by By-law 775-2016] 

( 1) They do not obstruct pedestrian and vehicle sight lines; 

(2) They do not obstruct dri eway impede or po e a hazard or potential hazard lo 
pedestrian or vehicle traffic; 

(3) They do not interfere with the City's ability to maintain the street in a tate of 
good repair or to keep it free of litter sno and ice· 

( 4) They do not interfere with traffic control devices or the existing and future 
location and maintenance of sidewalks, bicycle trails or utilities; 

(5) They do not extend into the boulevard area fronting any neighbouring property 
when the com1non lot line i projected perpendicular to the road; 

(6) They are immediately removed upon completion of the playing of hockey or 
basketball on a street; and 

(7) Any other criteria considered appropriate by the General Manager. 
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Calgary 

Quebec 

CHAPTER V.1 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS RESPECTING SHARED STREETS AND BICYCLE BOULEVARDS 

20l!U:. 7. s. 13 1-

DIVISION I 

~v1UNICIPAL POVlERS 

~UlN . c. 7. s. 13 1. 

496.1. A municipality may, by by-law. identify a shared street or bicycle boulevard on all or part of a 
public highway under its management. 

TI1e by-law must prescribe the boundaries of the shared stred or bicycle boulevard. It may also prcscribi.? 
additional rules applicable to such a street or boulevard without however departing from the ruks prescribed 
under this Code. 

The municipality may determine the provisions of che by-law the \ ·iolation of which constitutes an offi.:mce 
and determine the applicable fines. which may not exceed S l20. 

10 l1'. c. 7. ,. 13 1 

496.2. A municipality muse safdy lay out shared streets and bicycle boulevards. in particular by taking 
into account any application guide devdopcd by the \.Iinistcr of Transport on thi.:: subject. The municipality 
must install the proper signs and signals. 

The layout llllE,t be completed on all or part of the public highway concerned before chc coming into fr.lrce 
of a by-law made under section 496.1 . 

20 l ~. c 7. , . 13 I. 

Updated K' ~ o,.:mbcr l :,o::i:1 
c ()ud1,: .: Olhc1~l Publ1~h~r C-2-U 137 ofll: I 
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Calgary 

Quebec 

HIGH i\•, 't SAFETY CODE 

496.3. Section 341 applies to shared streets and bicycle boulevards. The driver of a road vehicle is 
hO\vever exempt from complying v-.·ith the prescribed reasonable distance if there is sutli.cient space to allo\\' 
him to safely pass or meet a cyclist or pedestrian. 

2018. c 7. s. 131. 

DIVISION II 

SHARED STREETS 

20 ) 8. C. 7. S. 131. 

496.4. No person may drive a road vehicle on a shared street at a speed over 20 km/h, 

10 l8. c. 7. s. IJL 

496.5. A pedestrian may choose where to walk on a shared street. He may go in any direction and cross at 
any location at any time. 

20JS .. c. 7.s . 131. 

496.6. The driver of a road vehicle or a cyclist must yield the right of way to any pedestrian using a shared 
street. 

20llL cc. 7. s. 131. 
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Calgary 

S-Parks 

s-PARKS 

7.1 (1) In th s section, "s-PA K" means the closure of all or part of a Street for an 
extended period of tim1e for the purpose of a· lowing the closed portion to be used 
for rest, recreation, exercise, pleasure, amusement, and en·oyment. 

Authofty 

(2) The Traffic Engineer may autho ize· the closure of a I or part of a Street for an 
extended period of time for e purpos•e of a lowing the closed portion o be sed 
as ans-PARK. 



Calga r y 

Block Party Requirements 

Block Party Procedure 

Requirements: 

• Applicant must be a homeowner on the block in which the party is to be held. 
• The block used for the party must be occupied predominantly by residents. 
• Applicant must obtain a petition from all res idents affected by the block party ( see 

Petition). 
• Applicant/permit holder must ensure that the road is barricaded safely ( see Fees and 

Guidelines for traffic control devices). 
• The applicant/perm1it holder must remain at the party until its conclusion. 
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-Additional information: 

• Block parties are not perm·tted on major streets or on bus rout1es. 
• Emergency vehicles must be allowed access at all times. 
• Time limits are 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. only, after which the party is to be removed from 

the oity right-of-way. 
• Block parties are subject to Community Standard Bylaw SM2004. 
• No open fires are allowed on the city r•ght-of-way. 
• No alcoholic beverages are permitted on the city right-of-way, and must be kept on 

private property. 
• Block parties held on cull-de-sacs bacIking onto a City park may obtain permission to use 

the park by contacting Calgary Parks. 

How to apply for a Block Party permit: 

Appl1ications must be received a minimum of 15 business days in advance, with: 

• A completed petition, and 
• A map showing the location of the block party and the locatiion of the temporary street 

closure. 

NOTE: These is no fee to apply for a block party permit. 
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11l1, 

Calgary $ 
search calga ry.ca 

Programs and services v Business and Economyv News 

311 

Home > TransQortation > Road Qermits > Block party permit 

Block party permit 
A block party is a citizen-initiated event held on a city street within a specific block in a 

community for enterta inment purposes. A permit is required to close roadways for 
the event. 

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Block Part 178 192 196 183 

2020 2021 
4 37 
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increasing access to schools, recreation centres and other 
public spaces outside of school hours 

• Supporting families' participation in sport and 
recreation activities•4° 

Requiring manufacturers of digital screen devices to disclose on 
product labels the potential harms associated with excessive use 

• Investing in no-charge active play spaces (especially outdoors) 
for families with children of all ages 

• Providing infrastructure and social marketing to support 
families in adopting active transport practices 

• Updating educational curricula to better incorporate healthy 
physical activity, sedentary and sleep behaviow·s with a famHy­
focused lens and through a whole-school approach 

• Supporting neighbourhood associations, recreation centres 
and schools in developing programs to encourage family 
physical activity 

• Reviewing and amending bylaws as needed to allow, promote 
and encourage outdoor play oppor unities (e.g., climbing 
trees playing street hockey and pick-up ball games, building 
tree forts, tobogganing) 

Providing transit options that reach beaches, hiking trails, parks 
and other areas that promote healthy movement behaviours 

• Developing child protection policies that promote independent 
movement opportunities suited to the capacity of the child and 
their environment 

ParticipACTION 

What 

Governments 

can do 
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Support 
for 
PlayOn! 

Mr SocllHrD 
Exl!l:uliveCli.:,fflli,n 
Play On! Canada 
31 Baron Cra6C8nl 
Kllmoka ON Nill 1RO 

On behalf of my Cll'j 0:iunCJI ooleaguo6, 'll'Ja airo plus-Dd to hoar that Play CW. CaMda 11 
con91derlng corning ro Calgary Jufll! 16 19, 2022, end we ruty ,i,pport lhal, applh:.aUon fof 
Pund119 to e-n:!KJ/e INi \II won bKo~ a ,~y 
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