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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Glacier Ridge Area Structure Plan (ASP) is part of the Developer Funded ASP (DFA) 
program.  Among other City of Calgary source documents, the ASP is to be read in conjunction 
with the New Community Planning Guidebook, contained within Volume 2 of the Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP).  The Glacier Ridge ASP lands contain 1290 hectares (3187 acres) 
and are part of the North Regional Context Study. The core ideas of the Glacier Ridge ASP are: 

  
• Close the Road, Restore the Creek – Transform Symons Valley Road into Symons 

Valley Pathway to enhance the riparian area of West Nose Creek. 
 

• Residential Complement – Provide residential uses to complement nearby large-scale 
employment areas. 
 

• Transit Connects – Transit service, supported by intensified development nodes, 
directly connects to existing and future LRT stations in Tuscany and Keystone. 
 

• Stitch together Communities – Walkable Activity Centres and corridors stitch together 
the communities and provide green accesses into Symons Valley, the heart of the Plan 
Area. 

 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL DIRECTION  
 
The direction to commence this Area Structure Plan for the Glacier Ridge Plan Area responds to 
Council directing Administration to proceed with the Developer Funded ASPs.  Specifically the 
following Council direction applies:   
 
2013 May 27 Council Meeting, re: Fundamental Terms of Agreements for Developer 
Funded Area Structure Plan, C2013-0377 
 

ADOPT, Moved by Alderman Keating, Seconded by Alderman Mar, that the 
Administration Recommendations contained in Report C2013-0377 be adopted, as 
follows: 
 
That Council: 
1. Approve fundamental terms and conditions set out in the Attachment to be included 

in the Funding Agreement; 
 
2. Authorize execution of Funding Agreements containing those fundamental terms and 

conditions, with such agreements to be in content and form satisfactory to the 
General Manager, Planning, Development & Assessment and the City Solicitor 
respectively, prior to the commencement of work on the subject ASP; 
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3. Direct Administration to negotiate and authorize the incorporation of the fundamental 
terms and conditions in all future Funding Agreements documenting any other 
developer funded ASPs. 

 
2013 March 18 Council Meeting, re: New Area Structure Plan Process, C2013-0057 
 

ADOPT, Moved by Alderman Mar, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson, that 
Administration Recommendation 1 contained in Report C2013-0057 be adopted, as 
follows: 
 
That Council: 
1. Approve in principle Option 1 as the basis for a Pilot Project for developer-funded 

Area Structure Plans. 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION 2015 October 22 
 
Recommend that Calgary Planning Commission recommend APPROVAL of the proposed 
Policy (Glacier Ridge Area Structure Plan)    
 

RECOMMENDATION(S) OF THE CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
That Council hold a Public Hearing on Bylaw 49P2015; and 
 
1. ADOPT the proposed Glacier Ridge Area Structure Plan, in accordance with 

Administration’s recommendation, as amended; and  
 
2. Give three readings to the proposed Bylaw 49P2015. 
 
 
 
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Administration recommends approval of the Glacier Ridge ASP since it principally responds to 
the direction from Council to create an Area Structure Plan for this Plan Area.  The Plan Area 
represents Cells C and D of the North Regional Context Study.   
 
The Glacier Ridge ASP advances the following MDP goals (from the Key Directions for Land 
Use and Mobility): 
 

2. Provide more choice within complete communities 
3. Direct land use change within a framework of nodes and corridors 
4. Link land use decisions to transit 
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5. Increase mobility choices 
6. Develop a Primary Transit Network 
7. Create complete streets 
8. Optimize infrastructure 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Proposed Bylaw 49P2015 
2. Proposed Glacier Ridge Area Structure Plan Document 

(Schedule A of Bylaw 49P2015) 
3. Glacier Ridge ASP – CPC Amended Draft 
4. Public Submissions 

  



CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION
REPORT TO COUNCIL 
2015 DECEMBER 07 

 
MISCELLANEOUS – GLACIER RIDGE 
GLACIER RIDGE (WARD 2) 
NORTH OF 144 AVENUE NW AND
BYLAW 49P2015 
 

LOCATION MAPS  
 

COMMISSION ISC: UNRESTRICTED

GLACIER RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN  
  
AND WEST OF 14 STREET NW 

J.

UNRESTRICTED 
CPC2015-221 
M-2015-027 
Page 4 of 30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
. Furness / C. Auld 



CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REPORT TO COUNCIL 
2015 DECEMBER 07 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED 
CPC2015-221 
M-2015-027 
Page 5 of 30 

  
MISCELLANEOUS – GLACIER RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN   
GLACIER RIDGE (WARD 2)   
NORTH OF 144 AVENUE NW AND WEST OF 14 STREET NW  
BYLAW 49P2015  
 

 
J. Furness / C. Auld 

ADMINISTRATIONS RECOMMENDATION TO CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 

Recommend that Council ADOPT, by bylaw, the proposed Glacier Ridge Area Structure Plan 
(APPENDIX I). 
 
 Moved by:  M. Wade Carried:  7 – 0  
 Absent: Mr. Honsberger left the room 
  due to a pecuniary conflict of 
  interest and did not take part 
  in the discussion or voting. 

 
 Reasons for Approval from Ms. Wade: 

• Excellent presentation and report. 
• Appreciated the advanced draft ASP and consultation. 
• Good consultation and collaboration with Lead Funder, Administration and 

Stakeholders. 
• Pleased to see the evolution of environmental open spaces policy and application. 

 
 Reasons for Approval from Mr. Friesen: 

• I supported the approval of this ASP because it was well written, well planned and 
well presented.  Particularly the integration of Nose Creek and Symons Valley in the 
Plan and the closure of roads in this area were creative and well developed.  I 
would prefer to see more done in planning areas like this to provide for storm water 
management and ensure that management measures compliment the planning.  
Rather than large scale ponds a finer grain approach to storm water at the street 
level should be encouraged. 

2015 October 22 
 
MOTION: The Calgary Planning Commission accepted correspondence from: 
 

• Dunn Family Farm dated 2015 October 19; and 
• Ronmor dated 2015 October 13; 

 
 as distributed, and directs it to be included in the report in APPENDIX V. 
 
 Moved by: J. Gondek Carried:  7 – 0  
 Absent: Mr. Honsberger left the 
  room due to a pecuniary 
  conflict of interest and  
  did not take part in the 
  discussion or voting.   
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AMENDMENT: Insert new policy 4.3.2. as follows: 
 
 “2. Where portions of the Environmental Open Space Study Area are 

not retained, the presence of the Green Corridor may be removed 
without amendment to this ASP provided that: 
i. a Regional Pathway is provided within approximately 200 metres 

of where the Green Corridor is shown on Map 5: Regional 
Pathways and Green Corridors; and 

ii. those Environmental Open Space Study Areas that are retained 
are still connected to the pathway network.”; 

and renumber the subsequent policies accordingly. 
 

Moved by:  J. Gondek Carried:  7 – 0  
 Absent: Mr. Honsberger left the 
  room due to a pecuniary 
  conflict of interest and  
  did not take part in the 
  discussion or voting.   
 
AMENDMENT: Amend Map 7 entitled “Street Network” to identify Shaganappi Trail NW 

as not only an arterial high occupancy vehicle corridor, but also as a 
primary goods movement corridor. 

 
Moved by:  W. Smithers Carried:  7 – 0  

 Absent: Mr. Honsberger left the 
  room due to a pecuniary 
  conflict of interest and  
  did not take part in the 
  discussion or voting.   
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Planning Evaluation Content Issue Page 

Density  
Is a density increase being proposed? No - 

Proposed Use of Land  
Are the changes being proposed housekeeping or simple bylaw 
amendment? 

No 6 

Legislation and Policy 
Does the recommendation create capital budget impacts or concerns? Yes 6 

Transportation Networks 
Do different or specific mobility considerations impact this site? No 8 

Utilities & Servicing 
Is the site in an area under current servicing review and/or has major 
infrastructure (water, sewer and storm) concern? 

Yes 8 

Environmental Issues  
Other considerations (e.g., sour gas or contaminated sites)? No 9 

Growth Management 
Does this site have the appropriate growth management direction? No 9 

Public Engagement  
Were major comments received from circulation (by time of CPC report 
deadline)? 

Yes 10 
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PLANNING EVALUATION 
 
SITE CONTEXT 
 
The North Regional Context Study was adopted in June 2010. The Glacier Ride ASP includes 
Cells C and D within that policy document. The Plan Area is 1290 hectares (3187 acres) and is 
located along the north boundary of Calgary and the future 160 Ave NW. The south boundary is 
144 Avenue NW. The west boundary is 85 Street NW and another Calgary boundary with Rocky 
View County. The east boundary is 14 Street NW adjacent the Keystone Hills Area ASP. 
Existing communities developing south of the Plan Area include Nolan Hill, Sage Hill and 
Evanston. 
 
Adjacent the south and southwest Plan boundary are existing and future gravel extraction 
operations that will redevelop over time to employment uses but currently have several decades 
of supply remaining that will need to be trucked from the area to supply growth throughout 
Calgary. 
 
 
LEGISLATION & POLICY  
 
The hierarchy of plans that impact the Glacier Ridge ASP are as follows:           Adopted 

• South Saskatchewan Regional Plan        (2014) 
• Rocky View County / City of Calgary Intermunicipal Development Plan   (2012) 
• Municipal Development Plan; including the:       (2009) 

o New Community Planning Guidebook     (2013) 
• Calgary Transportation Plan         (2009)  
• North Regional Context Study        (2010) 

 
While all of the above Plans are important, the more recently developed New Community 
Planning Guidebook contains many policies that previously were only found in individual ASPs. 
Those policies are now consolidated in the NCPG and should be considered integral to 
interpreting the proposed Glacier Ridge ASP. The intent is for regular updates of the NCPG so 
that emerging development practices for suburban areas can be captured by modifying just one 
document instead of multiple ASPs at various stages of implementation.   
 
Approving the Glacier Ridge ASP has capital budget impacts, with municipal infrastructure 
required to enable development to commence servicing of planned lands.  
 
 
PROPOSED USE OF LAND 
 
The Glacier Ridge Plan Area is bisected by Symons Valley and West Nose Creek. The west 
half, between 85 Street and West Nose Creek, contains lands that slope from the high point in 
the southwest corner southeast down into Symons Valley. The east half, between West Nose 
Creek and 14 Street NW, has relatively flatter lands, fewer coulees but headwaters of 
Beddington Creek. Current uses in the west half include Bearspaw Christian School, and 
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Symons Valley Ranch, including a year round market, the Roadhouse Restaurant and RV Park. 
Currently, a small construction material waste and recycling facility operates in the east half. 
 
The proposed use of land in the ASP includes:  
 

Proposed Use of Land  Reason(s) 

Neighbourhood Area  
Provides a degree of flexibility for a variety of 
residential densities and non-residential support 
uses. 

Community Activity Centre (CAC) 
Provides convenient locations for a range of higher 
density housing types, local employment and retail 
services to the surrounding community. 

Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC) 
MDP prescribed – to have a NAC in each 
Neighbourhood with multi-residential, non-residential 
and open space components. 

Neighbourhood Corridor (NC) 

The “main street” for one or more communities. They 
are places to focus a mix of uses and housing 
densities within a pedestrian friendly environment to 
create local destinations adjacent to transit streets. 

Community Retail Centre (CRC) 
Provide local goods and services to serve the 
community and provide an area for future 
intensification. 

Joint Use Sites and Joint Use Sites 
Provide locations for an 1 or 2 elementary or 
junior/middle school(s) as well as public recreation 
and community uses. 

High School Sites 
Serve a larger region for the educational needs of 
senior public and catholic high school students and 
provides recreational space for residents. 

Recreation Facility / Library Serve the recreational, leisure, and cultural needs of 
residents in the surrounding areas. 

Emergency Response Station Provides for adequate fire and emergency response. 

Community Association Sites Provides a location for Community Association uses. 

Environmental Open Space 

Significant natural areas exist in Glacier Ridge and 
further study is required to determine which will be 
preserved at Outline Plan / Land Use Amendment 
stage. 

Utilities  Providing sustainable, cost-effective services for 
water, sanitary and stormwater management.   

Streets 
Providing a grid network that improves public realm, 
enhances livable streets to accommodate all modes 
of transportation.   
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TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS  
 
The Plan Area benefits from multiple connections to the provincial highway network. To the 
south, there are five connections within 5 kilometres of Stoney Trail NW(14 Street NW, Symons 
Valley Road NW, Shaganappi Trail NW, Sarcee Trail NW, 85 Street NW via Country Hills 
Boulevard NW). To the north, existing and future connections to Highway 566 include 
Shaganappi Trail NW, Mountain View Road, Panorama Road NW and 14 Street NW). To the 
east, the future 160 Avenue NW will connect with Deerfoot Trail N. Although it doesn’t connect 
directly to the provincial highway network, 144 Avenue NW along the south boundary will be a 
major east-west connection. 
 
The new street network proposes closing a section of Symons Valley Road NW within the Plan 
Area, from Mountain View Road NW to the north Plan Area boundary where Symons Valley 
Road NW currently connects with Highway 772. In the future, Highway 772 will ultimately 
connect to Shaganappi Trail NW instead of Symons Valley Road NW.  
 
There is a special policy area identified on the Land Use Concept and Street Network Maps in 
the ASP. This special policy area reflects a unique situation where the practical alignment for 
160 Avenue NW along the north boundary of the Plan Area would be to exit both the Plan Area 
and the City of Calgary to connect with the existing Range Road 261A in Rocky View County. 
The alignment would avoid topographical constraints and make a more logical 4-legged 
intersection between 160 Avenue NW, Range Road 261 A and Symons Valley Road 
NW/Highway 772. 
 
The policies of the ASP identify The City, Rocky View County and Alberta Transportation as 
primary stakeholders in resolving the final alignment of 160 Avenue NW at Outline Plan 
Stage/Land Use Amendment. The policies also direct that an agreement regarding design, 
construction, operation and maintenance of the relevant sections of 160 Avenue NW outside 
The City of Calgary boundaries would be in place to the satisfaction of the three aforementioned 
Governmental bodies.  
 
 
UTILITIES & SERVICING 
 
Potable water servicing will come from connections to one of four pressure zones that are 
required to service the Plan Area. Sanitary servicing will also need to consist of four catchment 
areas. Substantial capital infrastructure for water and sanitary is still required to achieve full 
build out of the Plan Area. 
 
To meet the one year timeline for completing the ASP, the Master Drainage Plan is not able to 
be completed for inclusion of its recommendations in this ASP. Instead, ASP policy requires 
completion of the Master Drainage Plan prior to Outline Plan/Land Use Amendment submission. 
Therefore no capital budgeting estimates are available for stormwater drainage at this time. 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES 
 
The ASP continues Calgary’s growth up the West Nose Creek corridor and provides for the area 
around the creek to become a focal point of the ASP well serviced by Regional Pathways and 
Green Corridors. Smaller Parks and open spaces will provide outdoor recreational opportunities. 
A small Recreation Facility/Library will be built along Panorama Road NW in the Plan’s east half 
to serve recreational, leisure and cultural needs of residents in the area. 
 
The ASP also proposes 19 schools including a Public and Catholic High School and two 
Francophone schools. In the west half, an Emergency Response Station will be required. There 
is a Community Association Site for each of the four communities.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  
 
There are no environmental issues in the Plan Area that would prevent development.  Section 
1.4 of the Glacier Ridge ASP describes Plan Area Attributes. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY  
 
The Environmental Open Space (EOS) Study Area shown in the proposed Glacier Ridge ASP 
identifies natural features for further study at the Outline Plan/Land Use Amendment stage.  A 
Biophysical Impact Assessment was submitted for the Plan Area that contributed to delineation 
of the Environmental Open Space Study Area. Only portions of the EOS Study Area will be 
retained as open space in accordance with the Provincial and Municipal policies in place at the 
Outline Plan/Land Use Amendment stage. 
 
The policies of the ASP and its guiding documents encourage environmentally sustainable 
development. This includes development of complete communities and preservation of key 
environmental features. In Glacier Ridge the ability to shift vehicle traffic away from West Nose 
Creek is a key element of the Plan’s effort for better environmental sustainability. 
 
 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT  
 
The east half of cell C and cell D of the North Regional Context Study, which forms most of the 
Glacier Ridge ASP was ranked 23 out of 24 in the Growth Management Sequenced List, as of 
2013 December (PUD2013-0770). This status was derived from relatively high scores on 
access to Transit and employment opportunities. The area scored lower on capacity of existing 
infrastructure and community services in place. 
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Amendments to the Growth Management Overlay (Map 10) can occur when the required 
leading infrastructure is included in approved City budgets, or a Growth Management Analysis 
submission is received that addresses, to the satisfaction of The City, the means of coordinating 
development with the funding and financing of municipal services. 
 
 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  
 
There were multiple and ongoing engagements with the Public over the duration of the ASP’s 
development. Two public open houses were held in 2015 and a public information display was 
in place at the Symons Valley Market for three months from July to September 2015. 
APPENDIX III has a summary of the engagement process.  
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APPENDIX I 
 

PROPOSED GLACIER RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN 
 

 
http://www.calgary.ca/glacierridge 

 
 
  

http://www.calgary.ca/glacierridge
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APPENDIX II 
Infrastructure Costs 

 

Infrastructure Facilities 
In 10-year 
Capital 
Plan* 

In 4-year 
Capital 
Budget* 

Estimated 
Capital 
Costs** 

Estimated 
Annual 

Operating 
Costs** 

Complete 
Community 
Infrastructure 

vs. Core 
Infrastructure*** 

Utility Servicing           

Water1 $2.5 No $90.62 
in progress3 

Core 

Sanitary4 No No $19.6 Core 

Storm5 N/A N/A N/A N/A Core 
Transportation (Roads and 
Transit)6  
Transit6 No No $13.8 $16.8 Complete 

Transportation7 $69.0 No $119.0 $0.0 Core 

Pedestrian, Cycle, Streets8 No No $0.0 $0.0 Complete 

Community Services           

Emergency Response Station9 No No $17.9 $4.6 Core 

Police Service10 No No N/A N/A Complete 

Library No No $9.2 $1.9 Complete 

Operations Workplace Centre11 Yes12 No $30.6 $1.1 Complete 

Waste & Recycling Services13  

Residential Waste Collection No No $0.73 $1.30 Complete 

Blue Cart Recycling Fee No No $0.73 $1.50 Complete 
Waste Management Charge No No $0.00 $0.85 Complete 

Green Cart Organics Fee *To 
start in 2017 No No $0.73 $1.60 Complete 

Parks and Recreation           

Wetlands, Open Space Regional 
Pathways N/A N/A N/A N/A Complete 

Regional Recreation Centre No No $72.87  $1.78  Complete 
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All costs shown in Millions 
 
* 2015-2024 Capital Plan and 2015-2018 Capital Budget 
** Costs shown in 2015 dollars. Operating cost estimates include operation and maintenance staff only. 
*** Core infrastructure is considered necessary to allow occupancy. Complete Community infrastructure is 

considered necessary to bring full City services to citizens and realize the vision of the Plan. 
 
1. Capital Plan includes 2.5 million for engineering and design of reservoirs and feedermains.   
 
2. Spy Hill East Pressure Zone ($75.6 million) and Nose Hill East Pressure Zone ($15 million) 
 

• The Spy Hill East PZ cost includes the Northridge Feedermain, the Spy Hill East Feedermain west leg, and 
the Northridge Reservoir. Costs can be shared with other developments, such as with the Keystone ASP. 
The reservoir is expected to be built in two phases. 
 

• If costs are shared in the Spy Hill East PZ with adjacent developing areas, and the assumption is made of 
50% cost sharing of the Northridge Reservoir and feedermains listed above, a high level cost estimate for 
just the Glacier Ridge ASP area in this Pressure Zone would be $40.6 million instead of $75.6 million. 
 

3. Estimates on operating costs are in progress and are anticipated to be available for Council's consideration at 
the Public Hearing for the ASP. 

 
4. Includes 3 city-funded sewer trunks. Local pipe costs will be responsibility of the developers.  
 
5. Estimated drainage capital costs to be determined upon completion of an approved Master Drainage Plan. 
 
6. Local bus service and primary transit.  
 
7. Transportation and Transit Capital Includes: 
 

• Stoney Trail and Shaganappi Trail interchange ($15 million, in Capital Plan) 
• 14th Street and Stoney Trail Interchange ($54 million, in Capital Plan) 
• two bridge crossings of West Nose Creek at 144 and 160 avenues (50 million, not in Capital Plan) 

 
8. These costs are typically borne by the developer. 
 
9. Areas outside 10 year plan are based on most recent capital cost, and estimates may change at the time of 

facility design and potential partnerships for multi-use facilities. 
 
10. A future regional facility located outside the plan area will provide service to these lands.  The proportionate 

costs of this facility and land costs is not yet determined.  
 
11. Glacier Ridge ASP area will create additional demand on the infrastructure maintenance services (i.e. roads and 

parks maintenance, snow removal etc.) provided from a new future North West Operation Workplace Centre 
located in cell A or B southwest of the ASP area, and is therefore assigned proportionately $30 million of the 
overall $120 million facility. 

 
12. Land acquisition only, 2019-2024.  
 
13. No additional infrastructure is required to service this area. Providing blue cart recycling, waste management, 

residential waste collection and green cart organics service will require an increase in Waste & Recycling 
Services operating and capital budgets. Estimating new homes and year of occupancy is critical for budgeting 
and the successful funding of these services. Currently these services are funded through a mix of taxes and 
self-supported user fees.  



CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REPORT TO COUNCIL 
2015 DECEMBER 07 

ISC: UNRESTRICTED 
CPC2015-221 
M-2015-027 

Page 16 of 30 
  
MISCELLANEOUS – GLACIER RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN   
GLACIER RIDGE (WARD 2)   
NORTH OF 144 AVENUE NW AND WEST OF 14 STREET NW  
BYLAW 49P2015  
 

 
J. Furness / C. Auld 

APPENDIX III 
 

PLANNING FOR SUSTAINABILITY WITHIN THE CITY OF CALGARY’S  
NEW SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES: 

 
GLACIER RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN 

 
The City of Calgary defines sustainability as making our community a better place for current 
and future generations.  Calgary is committed to finding ways of building a great city for 
everyone, forever through its partnership on the long range urban sustainability plan called 
imagineCalgary.  When it comes to expanding our urban footprint to accommodate growth; 
Calgary develops plans focused on community well-being, a sustainable environment, a 
prosperous economy, smart growth and mobility choices. 
 
Area Structure Plans (ASP) for new communities incorporate regional, intermunicipal, and city 
wide plans that need to be reviewed in conjunction with the ASP.  Calgary’s New Community 
Planning Guidebook was adopted in 2014 and provides core policies necessary for new ASPs.  
New ASPs provide for supplemental policies required in a particular plan area. 
 
The Glacier Ridge ASP area will be home to an estimated 58,800 people within a plan area of 
1290 ha.  Those statistics translate into 4,558 people per square kilometre, which compared to 
an existing community such as Bowness, is over 2.3 times higher in population density per 
square kilometre.1 However, sustainable development in our new communities is more than just 
higher population densities, it’s about establishing guiding principles for land use and mobility, 
developing policies to guide actions and defining successfully outcomes.  Figure 1 below 
provides an overview of sustainable practices for the Glacier Ridge ASP: 
 

Guiding 
Sustainability 
Principles 

Key Policies Success Indicators 

Community 
Focus- Connect 
people, goods 
and services 
locally, 
regionally and 
globally 

The New Community Planning Guidebook (NCPG) 
provides for housing choices through multi-residential 
requirements of activity centres, provisions for age, 
access, and affordable housing in the neighbourhood 
areas. 
Provide for pedestrian pathways, local transit routes, 
LRT connections, and truck routes. 

58,800 residents housed in a variety 
of housing options connected to 
Activity Centres, Neighbourhood 
Corridors, Employment Areas and 
Retail Centres 

Design with 
Nature - 
Preserve open 
space, 
agricultural 
land, natural 
beauty and 
critical 
environmental 
areas 

Provide for closing a portion of Symons Valley Road to 
incorporate it into the pedestrian/cycling pathway 
system, thereby reducing environmental risks for West 
Nose Creek and provides opportunities to preserve one 
of the Plan Area’s primary wildlife corridors. 
Encourage sensitive incorporation of natural areas into 
neighbourhood design. 

The provision of public amenity 
space that incorporate views of 
Symons Valley and West Nose 
Creek.   
The eventual closure of Symons 
Valley Road will enhance the riparian 
area of West Nose Creek 
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Movement – 
Providing for a 
variety of 
transportation 
options 

Creation of a comprehensive pathway system that helps 
make walking and cycling an attractive and convenient 
option. 
Concentrate residential and commercial development 
intensity along higher frequency transit streets. 
Encourage a grid network to allow for more route 
options based on whichever mode of transportation is 
desired. 
Provide for High Occupancy Vehicle lanes on 
Shaganappi Trail to encourage transit and ride-sharing. 

A Community Activity Centre or 
Neighbourhood Activity Centre within 
a 5 minute walk of residential areas 
and recreation facilities within 450 m 
of transit stop.    

Neighbourhood 
Focal Points – 
Fostering 
distinctive, 
attractive 
communities 
with a strong 
sense of place 

Suggest appropriate interfaces with natural areas (such 
as West Nose Creek and coulees). 
Supporting the creation of a neighbourhood corridor 
bordered by Community Retail Centres, Activity Centres, 
Joint Use Site, and Community Association Sites to 
create a strong sense of place for residents on the west 
side of the Plan Area. 
 

Neighbourhood gateway entry areas 
using street facing commercial uses. 
Community Activity Centres with a 
minimum size of 8 ha (19.8 ac.).   

Landscape 
Ecology – 
Preserve open 
space and key 
environmental 
areas; Utilize 
green 
infrastructure 
and buildings 

Encourage green roofs on public buildings; 
Encourage Low Impact Development and green 
infrastructure in community design. 
Encourage community gardens, urban farming and local 
food production throughout the Plan Area.  
Provide for the retention of natural landscape features 
(coulees and erratic); 
Minimize public access into and around coulees, 
streams, escarpments and other natural features where 
appropriate to preserve environmentally sensitive areas. 
 

Preservation of identified natural 
features and their incorporation into 
community spaces.   
Community (private or public) garden 
spaces are provided within the 
neighbourhoods. 
 

Interface – 
Cultivate 
walkable mixed 
land uses so 
residents can 
live, learn, work, 
and play 

Encourage a diversity of different land uses along 
streets to address transit nodes and to create 
opportunities for good urban design. 
Provide for a larger Community Activity Centres in the 
east portion of the Plan Area to provide local 
employment to encourage walking and cycling. 
Provide for an employment area in the west portion of 
the Plan Area to provide local employment and to 
provide a better interface with the future 
industrial/employment area to the south. 

The creation of 10,900 jobs through 
the designation of employment 
centres achieving a minimum 50 jobs 
per gross developable hectare of 
employment lands.    
The preservation of lands with 
aboriginal significance. 

Figure 1: Sustainability Initiatives in Glacier Ridge 
                  
 

1- In 2012 Bowness had a population of 11,012 people in 5.6 km2, equalling a population density of 1,955 
people/km2 
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APPENDIX IV 
 

GLACIER RIDGE ENGAGEMENT REPORT 
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APPENDIX V 
 

LETTERS RECEIVED 
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