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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
 
 
Calgary Planning Commission Directives: 
 
Refer back to allow the Applicant and Administration to come up with another name to replace 
the street name “Wolf Willow”. Once agreed Administration can return the item to Commission. 
 
“Wolf Willow” is not recommended for Approval for a street name, but is acceptable as a 
community name. The Applicant proposes to replace the proposed street name of “Wolf Willow” 
with alternative options. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION CONSULTATION WITH APPLICANT 
 
The applicant has withdrawn the proposed Street Name of “Wolf Willow” and has proposed the 
following street names: 
 
Wolf Creek, Wolf Haven, Wolf Berry, Wolf Shore, Wolf River, Wolf Valley and Wolf Hollow. 
 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL DIRECTION  
 
None. 
  
 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION(S)  2016 February 25 
 
That Calgary Planning Commission recommends APPROVAL of the proposed community 
name and street names. 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S) OF THE CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
The Calgary Planning Commission recommended that Council: 
 
1. ADOPT, by Resolution, the proposed community name of Wolf Willow, in accordance 

with the Administration’s recommendation. 
 
2. ADOPT, by Resolution, the proposed street names of Wolf Creek, Wolf Haven, Wolf 

Berry, Wolf Shore, Wolf River, Wolf Valley and Wolf Hollow, in accordance with the 
Administration’s recommendation. 
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REASON(S) FOR RECOMMENDATION:  
 
The new proposed street names were circulated with an objection regarding one of the newly 
proposed street names, and comments in general regarding the theme. 
  

“There were concerns raised that Wolf Willow was a plant and the street names were 
geographical references, sharing only the prefix of “Wolf”. In a broader context, however, 
pioneers would have given these names to flora and locations due to the presence of 
wolves, an indigenous species to this region.  
From that viewpoint, committee members were mildly supportive of all the additional 
street names put forward, with the exception of “Wolf Berry”. The wolfberry plant, now 
more commonly known as goji berry, is native to China, and therefore has no 
established relationship with this region. The etymology of the wolfberry name is also 
weak, as it is believed to have been derived from a poor English interpretation of a 
Chinese dialect, and there is no established connection with wolves, Chinese or 
otherwise.” 
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ADMINISTRATIONS RECOMMENDATION TO CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 

1. Recommend that Council ADOPT, by Resolution, the proposed community name of 
Wolf Willow. 

 
 Moved by:  J. Gondek Carried:  6 – 0  
 
2. Recommend that Council ADOPT, by Resolution, the proposed street names of Wolf 

Creek, Wolf Haven, Wolf Berry, Wolf Shore Wolf River, Wolf Valley, and Wolf Hollow. 
 
 Moved by:  J. Gondek Carried:  6 – 0  
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Existing Street Name; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant:  
 

Proposed Street Name; 
 
Wolf River 
Wolf Valley 
Wolf Hollow 
Wolf Creek  
Wolf Haven  
Wolf Berry 
Wolf Shore 
 
Developer:  

Brown & Associates Planning Group 1779925 Alberta Ltd (Harry Stepper) 
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APPENDIX I  
 

APPLICANT’S SUBMISSION 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This street name and community name application located to the North of 210 Avenue SE, 
South of 194 Avenue SE, West of The Bow River, and East of the Community of Walden 
submitted November 2015. The proposed Community is located in a portion of Cell B and all of 
Cell F in the East Macleod Area Structure Plan (ASP) in the existing Community of Residual 
Ward 14, Sub Area 14U. 
 
Names excluded from the original application and removed are “Wolf” as an existing street 
name in the in the Southwest of the City named “Wolfe Street”.  
 
The name of Wolf Willow is proposed for both the new Community name and for new Street 
Name along with the proposed Street Names of Wolf Willow, Wolf River, Wolf Valley, and Wolf 
Hollow.  
 
See APPENDIX I for the applicant submission and rationale. 
 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL DIRECTION  
 
None.  
 
 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION(S)  2016 January 28 
 
That Calgary Planning Commission recommends REFUSAL of the proposed community name 
and street names.  
 

The Calgary Planning Commission REFERRED the Item for the proposed community name: 
Wolf Willow and the proposed street names: Wolf Willow, Wolf River, Wolf Valley, Wolf Hollow, 
back to Administration to return to Calgary Planning Commission no later than 2016 March 24 in 
order for the Administration and the Applicant to find an alternate street name to replace the 
street name “Wolf Willow”. 
 
 
REASON(S) FOR RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Administration recommends refusal due to circulation responses received by Rocky View 
County and City of Calgary Public Safety Communications. Upon initial consultation, the County 
was contacted a second time to respond to the use of exclusive street types not included in their 
existing database, and the recommendation received was for refusal of the use of Wolf Willow. 
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“We feel that these names are too similar to other street names in our service area, and thus 
this could cause confusion to our responders, and in locating callers in an emergency”.  

 
The City of Calgary circulation responses from Fire that there were no objections.  
 
Concerns from Addressing include the fact that there are already community areas named 
Wood Willow and Wood Valley, along with the length where street names are not to exceed 14 
characters including spaces.  
 
Regarding the Wolf Willow application, the clear majority of the Naming Committee is for 
refusal, supporting Rocky View County’s reasoning. 
 
One member additionally raised the issue of name length: 
 

“There are concerns from a technical perspective that this is a two word name which has 
historically been discouraged due to the length of the street names that are generated, 
particularly when sub area of the community are added to the community name.  If a two 
word community name is approved, then sub area naming within the community should 
not be allowed to prevent excessively long street name signs being required.  Finally, the 
names of any roads within the community that will intersect adjacent skeletal roads 
cannot have a name longer than 8 letters (excluding the street type) to allow for the 
names to used on the large white on green directional guide signs used along the 
skeletal roadways.  Names longer than 8 letters require wider signs that do not fit on a 
single line of text over a single lane of traffic.” 

 
Another member pointed out that there are other flora and fauna native to this region that could 
be explored for community naming, rather than replicating a name already in use elsewhere. 
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LOCATION MAPS  
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ADMINISTRATIONS RECOMMENDATION TO CALGARY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 

1. Recommend that Council REFUSE the proposed community name: Wolf Willow; and 
 
2. Recommend that Council REFUSE the proposed street names: Wolf Willow, Wolf 

River, Wolf Valley, Wolf Hollow. 
 

2016 January 28 
 
MOTION: The Calgary Planning Commission accepted correspondence from: 

• Brown & Associates Planning Group; 
 

 as distributed, and directs it to be included in the report in APPENDIX II. 
 
 Moved by:  M. Wade Carried:  6 – 2  
 Opposed:  G. Morrow and R. Wright 
 
MOTION: The Calgary Planning Commission REFERRED the Item for the 

proposed community name: Wolf Willow and the proposed street names: 
Wolf Willow, Wolf River, Wolf Valley, Wolf Hollow, back to Administration 
to return to Calgary Planning Commission no later than 2016 March 24 
in order for the Administration and the Applicant to find an alternate 
street name to replace the street name “Wolf Willow”. 

 
Moved by:  R. Wright Carried:  8 – 0 
 
Reasons for support of the Referral motion from Mr. Foht: 
• I support the motion to refer it back to allow the Applicant and 

Administration to come up with another name to replace the street 
name “Wolf Willow”.  Once agreed Administration can return the item 
to Commission. 

 
 Reasons for Approval from Mr. Friesen: 

• My main interest in naming is legitimate and meaningful connections 
to place.  These could be historic, geographic, etc. in this case local 
plants.  I consider the emergency dispatch issues technical and I 
don’t pretend to be expert in this area.   

• I supported this referral in the hopes that names I support can be 
adjusted to be acceptable for safe dispatch.  In particular I hope that 
by using the name Wolf Willow as only the community name and 
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other related names as street names the issues can be resolved.  It 
seems that this approach should allow street addresses to be 
unambiguous.  

 
Comments from Ms. Gondek: 
• As a commission, we are tasked with making decisions based on 

policy, but we also have a responsibility to provide Council with 
feedback on policies that sometimes create issues. The naming 
policy is one such example. 

• With this application, we have been exposed to issues around: 
number of letters in a name; difference between 911 
Communications Officer’s (dispatch) opinion vs. Calgary Fire’s 
opinion; and the inappropriate nature of two word names.  Each time 
we are faced with new obstacles to naming based on existing policy, 
commission members have questions about the policy, and decision-
making goes from approval/disapproval of a consent item to a 
lengthy question and answer session/debate. With so many cases of 
debate, the existing naming policy appears to be more of a hindrance 
than a help in naming matters. 

• Perhaps engagement of CPC representatives in a review of the 
naming policy may be (have been) useful.  At the moment, I am 
unclear of the status of this review. 

• The market research enclosed in the application is very thorough and 
points to multiple variables that are considered in a decision for 
naming communities/streets.  These variables are not considered in 
the naming policy, which is another reason that an applicant’s 
process does not mesh with the City’s process for review.  Should 
there be consultation with market research experts to create a new 
and improved naming policy? 

• The Naming Committee Chairman indicated that decisions are based 
on consensus.  Does this mean all reviewers must be in agreement?  
Or does it mean the majority agree and those who disagree can live 
with it?  If it is a split decision, who is the final point of decision? 

• How much weight do we give to the opinions of other municipalities?  
For example if Rocky View County is not in favour of a name 
because a similar name exists in their jurisdiction, does their 
feedback break a consensus decision if all the reviewers in Calgary 
are supportive of a name? 
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Existing Community Name; 
 
Residual Sub-Area 14U 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant:  
 

Proposed Community Name; 
 
Wolf Willow 
 
Proposed Street Name; 
 
Wolf Willow 
Wolf River 
Wolf Valley 
Wolf Hollow 
 
Developer:  

Brown & Associates Planning Group 1779925 Alberta Ltd (Harry Stepper) 
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APPENDIX II 
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