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Business and Policy Planner MAR 0 9 2016
Parks, Planning and Development . AN -0

City of Calgary ITEM: \ Llﬁ i 3\

Dear Mr. Snell, __QEY.QLEBEEREEIEE__

Re: Ecological Inventory Framework

Calgary River Valleys appreciated the opportunity to contribute to development of the Ecological
Inventory Framework. The importance of this framework cannot be overstated for providing
direction in the evaluation of lands at the Area Structure Plan stage of development as well as
informing the Master Drainage Plans. The Ecological Inventory Framework provides opportunities to
pursue the values set out in a number of documents directed and approved by City Council including,
but not limited to, the Municipal Development Plan, Biodiversity Strategy, Riparian Strategy, Urban
Parks Master Plan, and Open Space Plan, with regard to protection of habitat and ecological
function, provision of an open space system, and ultimately contributing to the quality of life for
Calgarians.

Members of Calgary River Valleys are pleased with the clarification that Ecological Inventory Reports
will be public. Transparency of process and accessibility of reports is essential in order to give the
public understanding and confidence in how the findings and recommendations of the studies/
reports translate into policies and land use concepts set out in the Area Structure Plans as well as
recommendations for further study that can be expected at the Land Use Amendment/Qutline Plan
stage.

There are Calgary River Valleys members and partners who remain concerned about some elements
of the Ecological Inventory Framework including issues that were included in our letter to City Parks
dated November 30, 2015 that remain outstanding. We have been advised that both the Ecological
Inventory Framework and the New Community Planning Guidebook are “living documents” and
Calgary River Valleys looks forward to the opportunity to offer ongoing input and refinements that
will contribute to clarity and continuous improvement of these important policies and land use
planning tools.

We understand that you are reporting to Council through the Standing Policy Committee on Planning
and Urban Development to provide an update on the Environmental Open Space Work Program. We
look forward to seeing your report.

Sincerely,

Steve Meadows
President, Calgary River Valleys
c.c. CRV circulation

River Valleys

www.CalgaryRiverValleys.org
calgaryrivervalieys@outlook.com

403-268-4867

P.O. Box 2100, Station M, #414 Calgary, Albeita T2P 2M5
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