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What we think? 
• We would like the Plan to be approved, but 

further consultation with community to shape list of strategic Investments instead of existing list 

revisit the governance of Downtown Strategy Leadership Team 

Page 74 

Building on 
our investments 

Implementation 
Page 93 

Role of the Downtown Strategy program 
The Downtown Strategy was approved by City Council in April of 2019. 

It is a program that brings together The City of Calgary, our civic partners, 
community partners and business improvement areas in a co-ordinated 
and collaborative effort to make life better every day for citizens, customers, 
residents and businesses as it relates to the downtown. The Downtown 
Strategy brings new energy to a future-focused, collective approach to align 
existing projects and initiatives, thereby increasing the impact of our work. 
The City and our partners are striving to support and incentivize private 
investment in business and buildings, align programming that generates 
visits and spending in the downtown, and provide amenities and services to 
enhance the quality of life for people living and working in the downtown. 
The Downtown Strategy focus is on vibrancy, to make the downtown a 
welcoming, inclusive and thriving place for all - a destination for Calgarians 
and visitors alike. 

The Downtown Strategy includes four pillars important to a vibrant 
downtown and our city's economic resilience. These working areas are built 
on the four areas of focus in Calgary's economic strategy, Calgary in the New 
Economy: 

It will take all of us to build and 1 
take a shared position in stewan 
Downtown Strategy is built on ti 
and its organizational structure 1 

The Downtown Strategy Leader! 
from The City, Calgary Economic 
Corporation, Greater Downtown 
University of Calgary. This team I 
progress for initiatives in Greate1 
implementation of this Plan. Sui 
Group comprised of subject mal 
partners to provide the necessa1 
and deliver on strategic prioritie 

Calgary's Greater Downtown Pl 
pillar and as such, its implement 
the Downtown Strategy organiz 
City departments through their· 

Oraanizational fou 



Project Timeline 

Lack of engagement 
with community on 
the list of strategic 
investments 

Timeline 

~ Q22021 

• April 7, 2021 • Bring draft Plan to Standing Policy 

Commillcc on Plilnning and Urban Development. 

• April 26, 2021 · The draft Plan will be presented to 

Council for final approval after that point, 

Q1 2021 

• Host stakeholder session to provide tm updale on 

the plan and seek feedback 

Q2-Q42020 

• Prepare draft Plan. 

Q3/Q42019 

• Prepared a working document, including actions to 

ensure alignment with City policy and s<rategy. We 

will use this information to inform the content for 

the new Plan 

Q1/Q2 2019 

• Met with internal stakeholders to: review che input; 

re fine the vision and principles; and Identify big 

moves or policy changes. 

• Prepared subject matter briefs to inform focused 

workshops, 

• Held six focused workshops lo refine, outcomes, 

goals, and initiatives. 

Q42018 

• Gathered and anc1ly1ed dc1ta from the engagement 

sessions 

• Reported back on previous engagement to help 

inform further engagement and policies, 

Q3 2018 

Public and stakeholder engagement sessions 

• Online engagement 

• Two stakeholder workshops 

• One oublic workshoo 

March 31st 
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The vision for Greater Downtown 
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Greater Downtown Is the economic and cultural heart of Calgary. It Is a resilient and vibrant place for 

everyone, with welcoming neighbourhoods, active streets and well-used public spaces 

The principles for Greater Downtown 
This Plan builds on the foundation of the Centre City Plan by offering a modernized set of principles. 

These principles express a sought-after end state that Is not time dependent. They provide context 

and direction for decision-making In Greater Downtown. 

1. Economic vitality and innovation 
CmalPndling placer; lhat allract. !,Upport 

and reta111 bmines5M, enlrepreoours and 
talent to provide dtwne employmP.nl 

opportunities. 

2. Identity and place 
D~ neir]hbou1hoods that Calg,maM ate 
praud to call hamci. Ones It.al are 11,du~. 
conn,e,cl~, and acc~'!ilhk- to bu~n~M>'!i 

and services 

X: 
3. Opportunity and choice 

GM" e-w-J)'One .ICCf'!.'!i lo pW:.'e"i lo liw, shop, 
le.11T1, work, IISII and play, plusd~rse 
hou-.ifNJ choicei am.I mobilitt options. 
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Vision 
Greater Downtown 
Is the economic 
and cultural 
heart or Calgary, 
It is a resilient 
and vibrant place 
for everyone, 
with welcoming 
neighbourhoods, 
active streets, 
and well-LJSed 
public spaces. 

10 
Principles 

Greater Downtown Plan 

Strategic move 1: 
Neighbourhoods for 
vibrant urban life 

Strategic move 2: 
A green network for a 
healthy environment 

Strategic move 3: 
Streets for people 

Strategic move 4: 
Transit for all 

Strategic move 5: 
Future-proof and 
innovate for the 
next generation 

■ C1c.ite and ~uppt.Ht n,l.iu.!d u!.c m.'ighbourl,c 

• Reit1f0fce net9hbou1l10ocl !J.!!lewa:r-,. lan<.lm, 
view corridor!:> 

• Celebrate di'l,ers.ity, culture, art and history 

• Develop an arrav cf kP.y gathering pl.acer, 

• M "'do,-»nicw,inJlvangffli('Mt•."111,.xtty,il' 

■ Shift the image of th~ Downtown Cor~ 

{ 

ftlan, expand.and c.orml!!cl lo the green necv 

Protect, maintain and grow the tree canopy 

Connect and c:eih1 brdtP. lhP. rivrr,;; 

Be flexiblP ;:md ncr.ommocfating in dMign ;i1 

Leverage gre<-n infT.istrucrurc to crc.ilc 
yc.ar-round vibra11Cy 

{ 

lmipst in ii multi-modal tr.,n~portalicn netw 

■ RE' erwision meet sp.1ce ;:111c1 p1.1blic right5 c 

■ lmprovt- c011U1e<livitv lhrougho1.1t Gre,1tcr D 

■ ln..,e:!..l in lhe public: realm 

■ Support 1he Plus 15 network 

{

• um,11••!1" Jmo,,liuo ao<J '"'' ""' 
■ UlrHJY~\I' •ho IU()Ull1'QI:,' ~...-110,unml 

■ R.idutui 11tu!.nt-rilUmUtK. 

■ lmpuw,, 1"1'WUJru""'.:w1d ,,-r,tur-,,f1H ,knr\.irJ 
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Building on 
our investments 

• Downtown Core: 

• Downtown West: 

• Eau Clair+ Chinatown: 

_ .. ..:-. • Beltline west: 

• River District: 

Place-based investment 
Calgary's future success relies on our downtown being 

set up businesses and go to work. When our downtow 

neighbour hoods are at different stages of redevelopm 

next decade, investment in physical spaces, buildings, 

residents and visitors, and drive investment. Each area, 

features and opportunities that have influenced the pr 

is stronger as a whole. Investment and planning withir 

riorlly of this plan. 

9 (14 completed) 

5 (7 completed) 

3 

10 (17 completed) 

4 (27 completed) 

ke significant 
vibrancy within 
chapter presents our 

c strategic direction in 

tn the areas of: 

, town and Eau CIJire 

Each area presented in this cha 

the slrategic direction for the a 
of the strategic moves - outlir 
Ch.ipler4 of this Plan. Then we 
examine significant investmenl 

The aim is to show proposed pl 
and how they related to curren 

Greater Downtown 
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Downtown West 

About Downtown West 
IIIP bounddtybPtW!c'f'ntl1P [lcwmlown (orP 

anti Downh..r..,vn Wi.:~l •~ t.,]urri.:t.l. IJul ll1!! 
1ntr9r,1tion tl(ltWrl'n thrw two n('1~hhourhoo1-J\ 

1Ul•1"7<t\ lhP 11it.:1lilyof IJ-01h A',f1IP.:lto>r 

lkiWT1',llWll
0
) w~•)'.CI r1 CJ.:lll,!WJ)', Dvl'Yf\llJWrl WrJ~l 

,,. ,l 1r;-.n~ t,nnin9 rNH1ront1.1I m,,.-.d 11'.~ 

nPiqt1bo1Ul1000 wi1h lhP polPnl1;il to L,i,, ;i 

!UUyl1t ,lfltff hx.Jl11,n lor ~1.i1 L I,~ ,_onrp.:u1i,:~ 

.inrl O{';-.t1w prn[M<,1or1.1I~ II". r1-w1lr1111.1I 

d;;,n~lly <1nd pro.11im1ty lo 11>0.,;,,mn.11 .an.:! 

rnltwJI 1c·,ouru:~ illl! 11crncru.Jou~ .a~~t~. WL ,l 

,,. ch 1IIC'n9rd by ;i l,1rk 1'11 cornm11ni1r icfr•n1,ry, 
.1qinQ infr;mrw:1urp ar-YJ IPW loc:il opf")OftuniliP5 

lur yo•)~~ J11d '.,<!!Vkc~ In ~pit,:- of il~ prirnt• 
In. .111M, r.,,~c-;tri;-.n,. in Dnwnlnwn Wr,., 
rpm Jin l.;rqPly rli~rcmno><"IAfl lfnm <;JJ!rnund,nl] 

11ruJht•ourl1ocx.l~ Md)Of vt•lu<.uLir lOrru.Jon ,l~ 

Wf'l1 ;i~ 1h,-.frf'i~ht r;,11 rort1rl(lr c1,v;,1,, nnwnrnwn 

W;,,~t ;ind , .. par;itr- 11 tmm 111.P 11 iw lfr,1pr .:mrl 

JdiJ<.('nl11c1qhb1J1.1rhc:wxh 

Strategic direction 
Tt, I.Td11)foun lhc 1111.iqc r..irD1.:,v.mluwr, Wc~L lf1l'rc 
mll\!h,>: 

A IPhLirlrl1nt"j nf r,.PiCJhh(llJlhrnHI 1rlPnr1ty Jnd 

viL1hly, p•J~~11Jlv liy levc-r.iging th•! riJI~ ol 

ft1nt<'nl[)(lf,llY (:ili:_1¥y 

lnnpm'Vl'.·d (OIIIW<.l1r:,,1~ lo 111<' 11v1•1 ~clll11u~ 

'>i9n1fk,1nr r11h11c rP.ilm imri1c-..·,•mr-nt,,_ 

/\r.l,1plrv•~ rc-uw r.1f ult.Irr l•friti::! tmild,1•~1• 
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Spotlight 

Downtown West River Promenade 

ll1l•tllu\tt.;l!un,1bt.tvc 1m-1g1111!\ U1t•fulurcof 

DownTownWf'it h.win9 rr:inilormNi Into .1 vibi,\n1 

{Ollfl!'Cle-d neitjhbuurhood wilh ,1 l,iCJh-iJU.11,ty p.-11l and 

p.ilhWJY ;unt•nity lh.Jt <.ollfll!<.ll ltrL• lfl.:igh!J<.•LJll•1_'(.1tl l<.• 
rhr BDW Ri\·N .rnd bryond, 

Thi\ tr.:in~fnml,1lion w:il bP quide,J b~ ,l rn1;tn r!Jfl ;ir,d 

<.Jpit,11 m1•c~lrnc11l pl~r• lhJt w,11 r<!dt1te Jnd/ur 11..'Jliqn 
rrcf11nd.1nt rn,irl•. to inrr<',HC' Ill-!' si1, r,f 1111' RNrr P.uk 

IJnd~ • .1nd (r;11~l1d,1IP 11.;rimrnlPd p,lrrf•I~ 1o Imr,r0Yr• 

d<.•v•1k1 •n1~nl polrnl1JI 

i lnor,1,.,.t. 11,(~ [1n.v i<:h•t•r r1nmt•n,1d•.· a11d p,111,w;-,y 

~)l>rf'm frnrn f-~11Z!.w;,,t11 111 ~trr-.>1 'i W 

2 ( rP,,lf' .~ t'f<l l"f rr;nnnl'm• hHw,-pr·, r!w 

1o1 iql1l\l.l'.ul11>:1d,11'.1111u_,f!nwP.,vtr 

J Crr.11,• ,\ 1,pti,•r <r,nn, rr1r111111 r·.-.,i','/", r1 ,, ,,:,~liw,1y 

,\rid thP ...,,,;a ,..,I lh~ P,n'N 11,,,,,1 

5. Cl>n~ol111J1l• .ir,tl rcv1l'W h11d u~~ 11.11 fr.iqrncnll'd 

r11y N\vr.,..ctrnnrJ~ 

Figure, 12: Downlown W1•~! ~lrdlf'91c._ lllVt''!.[IILPfll~ 
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Projects Proposed vs. Community Priorities 

Community Priorities 
1. Acquisition of BowForth Park 
2. Sidewalk improvement 

Children playground 
4. 

The future Downtown West River Promenade will: 

1. Improve the Bow River promenade and pathway 

system from Eau Claire to 14 Street S.W. 

2. Create a better connection between the 

neighbourhood and the Bow River. 

3. Create a better connection between the oathwav 

Downtown West Action Strategy (Action 
refers to the whole neighbourhood) 

Projects - Proposed 

Park/ Plaza Projects 

0 Shaw Millennium Park upgrades 

Streetscape Enhancement 

0 4 Avenue S.W. Realignment 

G) 10 Street S.W. potential 
main street activation 

G, Stephen Avenue 
Public Realm upgrade 

Underpass Enhancement 

4!) 11 Street S.W. underpass 
design and build 

Project and Programs 

Downtown West local area plan 
update or visioning (Action refers 
to the whole neiohbourhood) 
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I Page 93 

1mp1ementat1on 

Role of the Downtown Strategy program 
The Downtown Strategy was approved by City Council in April of 2019. 
It is a program that brings together The City of Calgary, our civic partners, 
comm unit artners and business im rovement are:is in a co-ordinated 

It will take all of us to build and reshape downtown and it's important to 
take a shared position in stewarding our downtown into the future . The 
Downtown Strategy is built on the foundation of community collaboration 
and its organizational structure reflects that principle. 

The Downtown Strategy Leadership Team is comprised of leadership 

from The City, Calgary Economic Development, Calgary Municipal Land 

Corporation, Greater Downtown Business Improvement Areas and the 

University of Calgary. This team leads, guides, supports and communicates 

progress for initiatives in Greater Downtown and will be key to the 

implementation of this Plan. Supporting the Leadership Team is a Working 

Place - Investing in the physical spaces 
. . . rganizat,ona ocus 

to increase the number of downtown res ::lents and visitors, and drive Calgary's Greater Downtown Plan was prepared by a cross-corporate tea m 
·- - .. ~ .. - -·-~ rn ... , ,,,r,.,..., •;"" 1.r""" r. __ ..,.,, ___ , '""'----- •1~--- · ::11 ro ,,;,,., .,....,.rr.,,.n,1~ f"r N11lh,,.., .. : ........ n n rh 

Community Municipal Taxes Provincial Taxes Total Taxes Resl-
Residential Residential dential 

OWCA $5,331,956.44 $3,059,836.83 $8,391,793.26 

Eau Claire $3,953,102.70 $2,268,557.40 $6,221,660.10 

East Village $4,098,298.75 $2,351,880.70 $6,450,179.45 
8 
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Our Feedback 

✓ Great vision 

✓ Great principles (10 Principles) 

✓ Great Strategic Moves (5 Strategic Moves) 

1. Neighbourhoods for vibrant 
urban life 

• Concerns about list of Strategic Investments (chapter 5) 

• Concerns about governance of Downtown Strategy Leadership Team (page 93) 

We recommend the Plan to be approved, but 

Further consultation with community to shape list of Strategic Investments instead of existing list 

Revisit the governance of Downtown Strategy Leadership Team to include communities voice 

We believe ... 
With more time for consultations, it will be easier to shape list of investments in line with community priorities 

More time will allow for more transparency, more clarity, and more meaningful engagement 
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Downtown West 
Small, but mighty 
2016 Census of Canada Snapshot 

Downtown West End= - Calgary= -

Population in private households in 2016: 

2,105 

11111 
1,222,390 

2016 Census of Canada Snapshot 

Downtown East Village= - Calgary= -

Population in private households in 2016: 

1,725 

11111 
1,222,390 

2016 Census of Canada Snapshot 

Chinatown= - Calgary= 

Population in private households in 2016: 

1,570 

11111 
1,222,390 

2016 Census of Canada Snapshot 

Eau Claire• - Calgary= -

Population in private households in 2016: 

1,600 

11111 
1,222,390 11 




