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Introduction
The Calgary Beltline area has seen significant 

change in the last ten years transforming this area of 

the city to a good work-live-play community.

GWLRA is proposing to build a new 26-storey 

residential tower with a commercial podium and 

five levels of underground parking located at the 

corner of 8th Street and 13th Avenue in the Beltline 

community.

The site itself is located one block from major bike 

routes and food stores. A few blocks to the east, 

there is the Sheldon Shumir Medical Centre and 

Centennial Park.

This corner is an important intersection as it 

is the connection between 8th Street (strong 

transportation artery to the downtown core) and 

13th Avenue (strong pedestrian heritage corridor).

The new 1216 8th Street tower will help anchor 

this intersection and contribute to the pedestrian 

experience along 8th and 13th. Both the 8th Street 

Corridor Public Realm Master Plan and the 13th 

Avenue Heritage Greenway Plan were used in the 

landscape and urban design of this project

By introducing a potential public meeting space 

along 13th Avenue with landscape features and a 

vibrant storefront along 8th Street, the 1216 8th 

Street tower significantly impacts this area of the 

Beltline contributing to its future growth.

Quality high-density housing requires active and 

usable amenity spaces which 1216 8th Street will 

provide on the Exterior of the Main Floor, Level 2 

and the Roof Top.

The 1216 8th Street project will help ensure that 

our downtown has buildings to keep the downtown 

thriving in the years to come.

13th Ave View - Looking North
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* Response to:

 � 2.0 Urban Connect Plan

 � Urban Design Framework

 � Beltline Area Redevelopment 

Plan

* Walkability to major features:

 � Parks

 � River

 � Pathways

 � Shopping

 � Education

 � Healthcare

 � Office

Connectivity

site 17th Ave SW17th Ave SW

8t
h 

A
ve

 S
W

8t
h 

A
ve

 S
W

7th Ave SW7th Ave SW

13th Ave SW- Heritage Greenway13th Ave SW- Heritage Greenway

park

bike path

c-train

pathway to train

major road

bus stop

lrt station

safeway

Legend

NN

CPC2021-0079 
Attachment 3

CPC2021-0079 Attachment 3 
ISC: UNRESTRICTED

Page 5 of 31



Neighbourhood

site

major services
safeway – 1

inner city brewing – 2
the camera store – 3

bridgette bar – 4
decadent brulee – 5

sucre patissere & cafe – 6
royaltea – 7

mec – 8
handee food store – 9

metro ford – 10
co-op – 11
freshii – 12

best western plus suites – 13
last best brewing & distillery– 14

kawa espresso bar – 15
dairy queen – 16

goodlife fitness – 17
best buy – 18

analog coffee  – 19
trolly 5 brew pub – 20
una pizza + wine – 21
national on 17th – 22

hudsons – 23
clive burger – 24

hedkandi salon – 25

civic services
lougheed house – 26

calgary borad of education – 27
alberta ballet school – 28

connaught school – 29
new urban registry – 30

calgary high school tutor – 31
CUPS one world preschool – 32

bus stops
wb 11 av @ 8 st sw – 33

nb 8 st sw @ 11 av sw – 34
sb 8 st sw @ 11 av sw – 35
eb 12 av sw @ 8 st sw – 36

nb 8 st sw @ 14 ab sw –  37
sb 8 st sw @ 14 av sw –  38
eb 12 av sw @ 7 st sw – 39

eb 12 av sw @ 6 st sw –  40
wb 11 av @ 6 st sw – 41

eb 12 ave @ 10 st sw– 42

parks
barb scott park – 43

connaught off-leash park – 44

healthcare
sheldon m chumer – 45

bike routes

major pedestrian routes
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1. lane 2. north

5. south

3. southwest

4. west

 � The existing site consists 

of a single-storey retail 

centre with surface parking 

accessed from the alley and 

13th Avenue. 

 � There is a four-storey office 

building to the north of the 

site, and a seven-storey 

apartment building to the 

east. 

 � 8th street is a mixed-use 

corridor with retail, office 

and residential uses. 

 � 13th Avenue is a primarily-

residential street with low, 

mid, and high-rise buildings. 

1.

2. 4.

5.
3.

13TH AVE SW
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H
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S
W

Site + Context
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Neighbourhood Context
Project Stats

 � 26 Storeys

 � 83.68m building height

 � 230 rental units

 � 16 674sqm above grade 

area

 � 209 parking stalls below 

grade (5 levels)

 � 152 bike stalls (124 below 

grade – 28 above grade)

 � Retail at street level

 � Outdoor/indoor amenity 

space
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Land Use + Zoning
Previously the site was several parcels, but it has 

now been consolidated into one site. 

Zoning Statistics:

Density/FAR:

Base residential + commercial base: 5FAR
Additional residential bonus:  4FAR
Maximum density:    9FAR

Building proposed GFA: 16674sm  
(above grade bldg area) 9.00FAR
Commercial Area 699sm. 

Typical residential tower FL plae 645sm

Parking

Residential parking req’d = 230 * 0.75 = 173 stalls
Residential visitors parking req’d = 230 * 0.08 = 18 stalls

Total parking req’d = 173 + 18 = 191

Parking provided: 
197 stalls (4.5 floor) = 18 visitor + 5 commercial + 174 residential

Parkade GFA 847sm

Bicycle parking:

Class 1 – 117 stalls req’d (118 provided)
Class 2 – 24 stalls req’d (28 provided)

Storage lockers provided – one per unit = 230

Building height: No maximum building height

Max use at main floor Maximum single use: 465sm

Setbacks:

Front setback on 8th street: min. 1.5m – max 3.0m
Front setback on 13th avenue: min 3.0 – max 6.0m
Rear setback: shared with a residential dist.: 3.0m
Rear setback: shared with  lane/comm. dist.: none req’d
Side setback: shared with a residential dist.: 3.0m
Side setback: shared with comm. district: none req’d

NN
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Loading

13TH AVE SW

LANE

Retail

2.

1.

Residence/Lobby

Oasis

8T
H

 S
T 

S
W

N

Loading and garbage pick-up 

off the lane allows for the street 

corner to be activated by retail 

and public space. 

1. Laneway garbage and 

recycling access enhances 

opportunities for pedestrian 

access to retail frontages along 

8th Street and 13th Avenue

2. Project has been designed 

to allow for two, 22-foot 

cube trucks to load/unload 

simultaneously on site and off 

the laneway. This allows for 

freer flow of traffic through the 

lane. 
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Design Brief 
The features of the GWL 8th Street project involve a 

main floor podium retail component for pedestrian 

interface on the corner of 8th & 13th, a separate 

entrance to the residential tower, and an exterior 

landscape gathering space. Entrance to the tower 

parkade is off-the-lane located on the North of the 

Site. The North side of the building will also host the 

garbage and loading components for the project.

The materials of the podium are durable stone tile – 

light and dark – with storefront 2 story glazing. 

A canopy over the entire main floor glazing provides 

shelter and gives a pedestrian scale to the building. 

Lighting will be inset in the soffit to guide the 

pedestrian at night, provide security, and activate 

the street.

1. The main residential tower portion, being set-

back from all sides of the podium, allows for a Level 

2 outdoor amenity space for residents. This space 

is a break from the busy street life below but still 

engaged with the City.

A dog run on this level also gives back to the 

residents, as they can enjoy time with their pet 

without going down to street-level on a cold winter 

day. 

2. Rooftop amenity for the residents include gym, 

dining and leisure space, and outdoor activity 

space.

3. A landscaped oasis, residents can relax while 

waiting for friends, sit and have a coffee, or just take 

a few minutes out of the day to reflect.   A simple 

gate with planting on either side is the interface with 

the public side of this residents mini- park.  

The inset entrance to building and oasis area from 

the street gives additional space to the sidewalk for 

pedestrians and adds to the interest of the grade 

level.

1. second floor dog run

2. rooftop amenity

3. oasis
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Architectural Highlights
 � Pedestrian scale and articulated retail frontage, 

tower setback from podium

 � Rich use of materials on ground level – stone tile, 

solid canopy with wood feature and linear lighting

 � Fine grained retail frontages designed for 

community-serving retail 

 � Design features on the building – the wing 

feature on north and south sides

 � Articulated roof features

 � Planning alighment:

 » No major parking relaxations

 » No floorplate relaxations

 » Full bike parking component

 » Exceed private amenity space requirements

 » Significant BCIF contribution $2,041,140
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Parkade – P1 Floorplan
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Level 2 Floorplan
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Typical Floor Plan 
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Mechanical Floorplan
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Roof Floorplan
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Landscape Plan

NOTES:

All softscape planting areas to be irrigated. Softscape planting to be a combination of shrubs and
perennials in #1 and #2 containers.

An Urban Forestry Technician must be called to site through 311 during tree trench backfill to ensure root
barrier/fabric, soil volume and soil compaction meet the City specs.

Tree planting in the City boulevard shall be performed and inspected in accordance with Parks
Development Guidelines and Standard Specifications - Landscape Construction (current edition). Applicant
is to contact the Parks Development Inspector at 403-620-3216 or at 403-268-5204 to arrange an
inspection
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The ground-level landscape plan 

has been designed to provide a 

well-designed environment for  

a high-pedestrian traffic part of 

the city.

The plan provides direct, 

wheelchair-accessible access 

to all retail areas around the 

property. The design celebrates 

the corner of two important 

pedestrian streets with special 

sidewalk treatments and a 

unique leaf imprint to mark the 

location. 

The residential entry is clearly 

differentiated from the retail 

spaces. Access to public space 

has been provided as part of the 

design, with seating, planting, 

and special lighting.
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Landscape Highlights

Highlight 1:

Rich use of two-tone brick 

materials are used along 8th Street 

from building face to curb. Street 

trees will provide shade in the 

summer. The design aligns fully 

with the 8th Street Master Plan 

materials and design requirements.

Highlight 2:

Use of stamped, coloured concrete 

and plantings along southern 

facade aligns with 13th Avenue 

Heritage Greenway guidelines. 

Benches and bike racks are 

provided along this frontage. Extra 

width for future retail patios to 

activate the streetscape is provided 

as well.

2. corner of 8th street + 13th avenue

1. 8th street view

1.

2.
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Landscape Highlights

4. street view dusk

3. oasis

4.

3.

Highlight 3: The project is providing 

residents with a ground-level 

outdoor amenity space with an 

indoor-outdoor fireplace, seating 

and planting for year-round appeal. 

The space has high levels of 

visibility out to the street and into 

the building for increased safety. 

Placing the resident Oasis in this 

location pulls building massing 

away from the adjacent, existing 

residential apartment building.

Highlight 4: The project is providing 

additional, enhanced publicly-

accessible space along 13th 

Avenue, which includes seating, 

plantings, stamped concrete and 

special lighting features to enhance 

nighttime safety and appeal. This 

parkette provides an additional 

736sf of space for public use and 

enjoyment, and is provided over 

and above the BCIF contribution.
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Landscape Section 1-13th Ave
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13 Avenue Heritage Greenway  
Project Summary 

The 13 Avenue Heritage 
Greenway Project is designed 
as a “made in Calgary” 
solution – using the best of 
the existing and historical 
landscape and public realm 
qualities that make Calgary’s 
Centre City distinctive. It 
illustrates an overall design 
scenario to be refined and 
customized to ensure a 
distinct response to each 
specific neighbourhood’s 
character. The ultimate 
concept of “place-making” is 
at the core of this heritage 
greenway corridor, reflecting 
the three key attributes of the 
“Beltline” area, authenticity, 
quality, and liveability. 
 

 

13 TH AVE 
EAST – WEST

Taken from the 13th Avenue 
Heritage Greenway Plan
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Landscape Section 2 - 8th Street
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FUTURE 8TH STREET ROAD WIDENING

0.1
Master Plan Executive Summary

• Opportunities for integrated public art and animation 
interfaces were identified.

The corridor redevelopment has been divided into 5 areas/phases. 
This considers the current conditions and usage, complexity of 
the proposed changes including interface with surface and buried 
features, and appropriate sequencing for multi-modal movements. 
Implementation staging for the next phases of work are also set out 
to guide the redevelopment, along with Class C cost estimates. And 
the report ends with a section that captures much of the detailed 
information that was used and prepared during the course of the 
study.

8th Street W, between 17 Avenue and the Bow River, is a corridor 
where today many people pass through, mostly in their vehicles 
and many on foot. The Centre City Plan envisioned 8th Street as a 
downtown linkage in the urban fabric that connects people and 
places. When it realizes this full potential, 8th Street will become 
a destination that attracts people and the investment that follows 
them.

The following pages capture details of the unique nature and 
redevelopment potential of the 8 Street Corridor. The content 
includes summaries of the planning work completed, conclusions 
reached and recommendations being made for implementing 
upgrades that were determined by a multi-discipline urban design 
project team. This document captures the vision and details 
necessary to guide the important steps of renewing this corridor as 
a key linkage in the Centre City network and a place for everyone.

The 8th Street Corridor Master Plan Study included a large number 
of stakeholders who were engaged over a three year period. The 
work was a true collaborative effort, involving citizens representing 
regular corridor users, area residents and businesses; and City staff 
representing most major departments. Group and one-on-one 
sessions were conducted with these stakeholders to understand the 
unique aspects of the corridor and to arrive at a collective vision and 
key principles to be followed in its redevelopment.

The design team used this critical input to identify signature 
elements, which are the building blocks or DNA of the street. 
Precedent features were considered and specific materials and 
layouts were identified to bring character to the corridor. And one 
critical feature was investigated extensively, that being allocation of 
space in the cross section to accommodate the various users. In the 
end additional public realm space was created and some sections of 
bike facilities were integrated by narrowing the carriageway.

In the end, the recommended Master Plan includes:

• A four (4) lane roadway (two in each direction) with narrowed 
lanes throughout most of the corridor. Bike lanes are included 
between 10 and 12 Avenue.

• A two (2) lane roadway with painted bike lanes through the 
underpass section between 8 and 10 Avenue.

• Asymmetrical lighting, sidewalks and trees patterns; with street 
lights (9m) on west side and pedestrian lights (6m) on east 
side; wider sidewalks on the east side; and a double row of 
trees where feasible on the east side and a single row of trees 
on the west side.
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