
          COUNCIL POLICY 

Policy Title: Visitor Parking Permit Policy 
Policy Number: LUP005 
Report Number: OD90-90, OD87-64 
Approved by: City Council 
Effective Date: 1986 and amended 1987 
Business Unit: Land Use Planning & Policy 

BACKGROUND 

The Visitor Parking Permit Policy was first approved by City Council on 1986 
June 1.  The policy provided for provisions for issuing one visitor parking permit 
to all single detached dwellings and semi-detached duplex dwellings within the 
Residential Parking Zone System.  At the 1986 April 12 Council meeting, traffic 
Bylaw 40M80 was amended to facilitate the issuance of visitor parking permits to 
residents of residential parking zones.  At that time, Council also required “that 
the Transportation Department present an evaluation of the visitor permit system 
to council, one year after it is in effect.”, under Recommendation 3 of Clause 
0D86-34. 

Since the inception of the Visitor Parking Permit Policy in 1986, complaints were 
received by the Transportation Department and several Aldermen from tenants 
and owners of multi-unit developments stating that the system is unfair.  The 
reason cited is the policy discriminates against multi-family complexes (i.e. 
townhouses, apartments).  

Due to the complaints received from tenants and owners in the residential 
parking district; it was recognized that there was a need for the Transportation 
Department to re-evaluate the current Visitor Parking Permit System.  Based 
upon the Transportation Department’s analysis, it was recommended that the 
Visitor Parking Permit Policy be revised to accommodate residents of triplexes, 
fourplexes and low density condominiums and townhouses.  The revised policy 
would not compromise on-street curb parking and will minimize the concerns with 
the existing policy.  It was further recommended that two visitor parking permits 
be issued to each single family residence or duplex dwelling.    

On 1987 June 22 Council approved the recommendations and amendment to the 
existing policy was made increasing the number of parking permits from one to 
two for each single family and duplex dwelling unit. 
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PURPOSE 

The development of a policy for issuing visitor parking in restricted residential 
parking zones was necessary to manage on street on-street curb parking as well 
as provide for additional parking space for owners and tenants in residential 
areas.  Additionally, the amended Visitor Parking Permit Policy provides for the 
possibility of visitor parking by way of residential choice for a portion of the area 
under restriction to be unrestricted, with the system administered at the local 
level.   

SCOPE 

A detailed review of the condo and townhouse addresses by the Transportation 
Department in 1986 revealed a large number of relatively low density semi-
detached row housing developments.  Based on this information and in keeping 
with the original directive to minimize on-street parking usage by larger 
developments the following residences qualified for visitor parking permits per 
unit: 

• Triplex and fourplex dwelling units
• Condominium or townhouse developments that are low density in nature

(excluding stacked or apartments style dwelling units).

POLICY 

See attached Policy document. 

PROCEDURE 

See attached Policy document. To R
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AMENDMENTS 

At the 1986 April 21 Council meeting, the recommendations outlined in Clause 
0D87-64 were approved and Traffic By-Law 8M89 section 28(1) was amended to 
include residents of triplexes, forurplexes and condominiums and townhouses 
which are not stacked or apartment style.   

Traffic By-law 40M80 was amended to facilitate the issuance of visitor parking 
permits to residents of residential parking zones.   

Traffic By-Law 29M87 was amended to allow the issuance of two visitor parking 
permits to each single family residence and duplex dwelling. 
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