MON. TO THURS,, 15¢

THE CALGARY HERALD

CALGARY, ALBERTA, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1977

FRI, SAT, 25

Study group wants light rail transit plans derailed

i At B

Light rall trom#t — the
toppriced em m Calga-
ns il of 18-year trans
purtation imprncments —
w2 mmpy ride Thursday
from a2 vty coamecif-ap-
pemicd  planning commit-
(LD

It was valled wishinl
thinking. prematore and a
waste of $116 millha clty
planners said the first
elght-mide leg from down-
lown tn south Calgury will
vosl

The severe eriticism
came from archifects, de-
velopers and clthrens un
the city's plunning advise-

Y commilles during o
liviehour revies of Jone-
range  growth strategic
now being debated st ety
hail.

Laading the attack. (oe
mer eldy  planner Jim
Whitehead, whe is Calpary
tand manager for Daon De-
velopment Corp., said LRT
in an inflexible, fixed-rail
system that is unsulted 1o
e travel halbts of Calgar
iuns,

““Trip= in vrigin and de~
tinatie are so spread oot
What i's & bit of wiskiul
thinking (o imagine that
LIET can be & swceens,” he
said

Even downtown  would

need up to 380,089 prople —
five thme~ currest employ-
ment figures — before the
system couhl be viable.
Mr. Whitchead cosceded
That an LRT line down the
south  corridor  would  be
mandatory in tinke, bul the
vitys il of & sart-up
dale m 1142 s premature

“The  Edmonton  rapid
iranlt system is a pend
test case.” e said.

“City council should
witil ta see how il operakes
befory making @& (remen-
dous caphial  investment
that could resull in lorge
operoling ksses. ™

The money earmarked

fur LRT could be spest
more effectively om an ad-
vanced vipress bus  sys-
wm, uperaling i excianive
b Janes and ol romped-
ing with can.

Calgary architect Paul
Maas said (he city's plan to
build LRT through down-
town and sowmth on the CP
Rail rightal-way (v Amdur-
son Noad bguextionable in
view of prujected cosis.

“Why comeentrate m the
one line?™ he asked.

“We should be planniag
a putwark of tramit corrl-

corridors befure the land b

e eapesnive o do Ihe
b "

Express bases have al-
ready established their po-
teniial in Calgary. but they
won't altract people out of
cars il they can operate
8 exclusive rightsof-way,
Mr. Muas naid.

Jim Holficky. o Calgnry
developer, supported the
ldea of exclmive bos lanes
to “make H sy miserabke
2° possible for povple in
cars o pet dowatown. ™

Alung with thin, he xaid
people who insist on driv
ing l» duwnlomn from pe-
ripheral arcan should per-
haps bave to pay a fos for
wach trip,

*The bewefits of singde-
family living ~showld be
avaltabl 1o thwe who are
wilfimg (0 pay for a fair
share of services provided
by the cily,” he naid.

The commiltve, 0 rec-
ommesding (e kind of
wowth sralegy ity ceun-
cil shosid adopl for the
next 20 years, favored
mass traesit lnes (0 the
norihwest and weh — bul
cmphasized thh does nnt
have (o be LRT

In arriving at 0 coneen-
sun on a gorwlh plan. the
canimitiec palled ideas
from mosl of the sis basic
alternatives clly plammers

wil preseni al a public
hearing before tity coancil
Feb. 21,

The aliernatives are
simed al accommodating
127008 people. having the
wiher 181,09 plaoners forv-
cant will be added i» Calya-
ry's popufation by 1m8e to
move o sew  develop
menl . —arvas alresdy des-
ignated by cily ooncil.

Using thiv puideline. the

thal up (v 8.600 should be
howwd  within (he inner
city and the rest disteibul-
ed in the porthwest. north,
sirth and sutheas!  sec-
fors
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