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E1.5: Grow the creative industries and the digital economy 

Lead: Calgary Economic Development 
How much did we do? 

• 22 scouting and FAM tours (up from 18 in 2015)
• 7 sector events

• 250 individual meetings
• 30 meetings with studio executives and film producers

How well did we do it? 

• 12 major projects attracted/retained creating an estimated 725 jobs

• Employment Calgary CMA 2014 = 50,400; 2015 = 45,800; 2016 = 46,600
 Business Counts Calgary CMA 

Story behind the baseline 
Calgary Economic Development received Opportunity Calgary funding to accelerate the attraction 
of film projects to Alberta by promoting the new Calgary Film Centre and developing 
programming to increase the training available to the film and television industry.  
In the past 10 years Alberta has garnered 119 film and television award nominations with 32 wins 
(more than any other jurisdiction in Canada) 

Activity highlights: 

• Opened the Calgary Film Centre (grand opening May 2016).
• 7 major and 5 medium projects attracted or retained.

• 4 Behind the Scene episodes (in conjunction with ShawTV).
• Local industry engagement held to develop industry training programming.

• Digital Media Strategy funding secured (to be conducted in 2017).

Action plan: 

• Marketing the Calgary Film Centre and Calgary as a year round filming location.
• Continued work with post-secondary, union and guild to develop talent pipeline.

• Evolve creative industries to increase focus and opportunities in digital media and music.
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