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The Future of Stephen Avenue project 
Urban Initiatives  
The City of Calgary 
Floor 1, Municipal Building, 800 Macleod Trail SE 
P.O. Box 2100, Station M, Calgary, AB Canada T2P 
 
 
February 25, 2020 
 
 
To Members of Council  

Priorities and Finance Committee  
Planning & Development  

 
At Glenbow, we believe in bringing art and culture to life, inviting new perspectives, 
inspiring creativity and moving our community forward.  We reach beyond the walls 
of our building and make connections throughout our community and around the 
world.  
 
At the center of our work today, is a focus on the Glenbow experience – 
approachable, inclusive, and authentic. Through our exhibitions and programming 
we provide an inspiring and accessible platform for navigating compelling and 
challenging stories, ideas and concepts. With carefully curated travelling exhibitions 
and by using our diverse and remarkable collections, we contribute to and shape the 
conversation about the important role that art and culture play in our communities, 
in a way that only Glenbow can. 
 
Glenbow has made a concerted effort to deepen relationships with other arts 
organizations, civic partners, community organizations and all three levels of 
government. We recognize that Glenbow is part of a large and diverse ecosystem. 
We know we play an important role in contributing to the vibrancy of the arts 
sector, activating the city centre and enhancing our communities. We are 
establishing strong allies across many sectors who are working towards shared 
goals to build a strong and resilient city.  
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Glenbow is excited to support Urban Initiatives as they embark on a new phase for 
reimagining Stephen Avenue – Activate and Experiment – along with the Calgary 
Downtown Association (CDA) and other strategic partners. This phase is a critical 
component of the long-term economic success of the Avenue, in that it will allow 
The City to work with strategic partners to prototype innovative solutions to 
numerous challenges facing Stephen Avenue and adjacent areas. 
 
Stephen Avenue is more than just our doorstep it is a cultural hub, connecting 
Calgarians and visitors with some of the city’s most prominent cultural facilities and 
we look forward to participating with Urban Initiatives in the rapid prototyping of 
ideas to improve the social, environmental and economic conditions of Stephen 
Avenue. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Nicholas R. Bell 
President & CEO 
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Downtown West Community Association 
1708-1108 6 Ave SW 
Calgary, AB 
T2P 5K1 
 
February 26, 2020  

 
RE: The Future Of Stephen Avenue Project - Activate & Experiment  
 
Dear Mayor Nenshi, Councillor Evan Woolley, and City Council, 
 
I am writing to inform you that The Board of Directors of the Downtown West Community Association has 
voted unanimously to support The Future of Stephen Avenue Project - Activate & Experiment. We believe 
that the prototypes, experiments, and activations that you would be funding are critical for our community 
due to the following reasons. 
 
With the project’s ultimate goal of attracting private investment along the avenue, it provides a much 
needed opportunity for our community to transition away from being a static residential-only block and into 
a vibrant and walkable mixed-use district. We strongly believe that Downtown West has all the necessary 
ingredients to become a viable destination for Calgarians. 
 
At the same time, the board is of the opinion that in order for new businesses along Stephen Avenue to 
thrive year-round, it is vital that we enable established inner-city communities like Downtown West to 
support the incoming business community by investing adequately into the public realm nearby. The 
prototypes, experiments, and activations that you would be voting for represent an opportunity for our 
community to work together with businesses, community stakeholders, and the City to get our long-term 
approach right. 
 
We urge you to approve the ask before you that would fund the Future Stephen Avenue Project to 
Activate and Experiment. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Board of Directors, Downtown West Community Association 
 
Farnaz Sadeghpour, President 
Calvin Shum, Vice-President 
Jean-Michel Crepin, Treasurer 
Tara Weber, Director 
Elvira Smid, Director 
Jenson Quon, Director 
Manu Chugh, Director 
Derrick Ho-Chung-Qui, Director 
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