CPS2019-1038
Attachment 4

March 29 2019
City Clerk’s Office

800 Macleod Trail SE
Calgary, AB, T2P2M5

Atin: Joanne Paulenko

19 MR29 P13

Subject: Request to Establish Bridgeland BIA (Business Improvement Areal)
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Dear Joanne Paulenko T s
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On behalf of the BIA Establishing Committee, representing a consortium of businesses

operating in Calgary's Bridgeland community, we hereby request that City Council develop

and approve a bylaw to establish a Business Improvement Area (BIA) hereafter referred fo as
the 'Bridgeland Business Improvement Ared’.

Reason for this request:

The purpose of the Bridgeland BIA is o enable the businesses in this community to work

together for several reasons:

1} Raise funds and use it to develop and re-vitalize the Bridgeland business community.
Given, that several businesses are in the important corridors of the city (like 151 Avenue),
there is a recognition of working fogether and improving the storefronts to attract and
retain clients. | | '

2} Represent the business community fo the planners and officials at the City and provide
feedback and input on the projects planned for the Bridgeland community both short
term and long term.

3) Promotion development and business opportunities in the Bridgeland community 1o
new investors and business operatfors.

4) Marketing this community as a fourist destination to visitors, tourists, pedestrians and

patrons as a place to eat, shop and be entertained.
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Proposed Bridgeland BIA Boundary
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The proposed Bridgeland BIA boundary is:

South — Memorial drive

- West — 4 Street NE
- North — 27 Ave

- East— 120 Street NE

Process of Community Engagement

Several business owners and stakeholders have been discussing and have been interested in
this initiative for a few years. Last year in 2018, there were a couple of incidents in the
businesses in Bridgeland which highlighted the need for businesses to work together. Given

that, a list of businesses was formed and couple of engagement events were held at the bar
in the Molson Breweries on 1t Ave.
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The events were successful, and it prompted a few of the business owners in the bridgeland
community fo take the initiative and move forward with preparing an application for this
request. In 2019, we have held 3 major engagement events (one at Molson Breweries, one at
LDV pizza and one at Leela Boutique), all of them had several business owners attend and
support the inifiative in the meetings. A presenfation was made as well, which will be
attached fo this application which was not only presented but widely circulated amongst

business owners.

For the purpose of obtaining signatures, a docusign document created in conjunction with Iris

Li {BIA rep at the city) and we collected the signatures from the docusign document.

Many business owners either received an email from us, a visit or a phone call to discuss this

initiative before getting their support signature.

Supporiive Taxable Businesses

Out of 135 businesses, we have the support of 40 businesses representing 29.6% support which
exceeds the 25% requirement per Alberta regulations 377/94 — Municipal Government Act -

Business Revitalization Zone - Section 3(2).

While a few of us have worked on this initiative, but if you have any questions, please contact

me — Gaurayv Gupta, directly at gaurav@lselgecospa.com or by phone at 587-224-4287.

Sincerely,

Gavurav Gupla
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