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Calgary – Flood Resilience Timeline 
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Calgary River Valleys 
Project 

Broad direction for the conservation, 
use and development in Calgary’s 
rivers and creeks including areas 
impacted by flooding. 
Underway: Calgary Plan

RIVER 
VALLEY & 

FLOOD 
POLICY

FLOOD 
RESILIENCE 
REGULATION

Implement direction for areas 
impacted by flooding through 
amendments to the Land Use Bylaw. 
Complete: Land Use Bylaw 
Amendments
Underway: Zoning Bylaw

ECOLOGICAL 
AND 

CONSERVATION 
OUTCOMES

Implement direction for conservation 
and protection of river valleys and 
creeks. 
To come: Environmental Reserve 
Guideline Updates
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Proposed River Flood Map –Upper Bow



ISC: Unrestricted Flood Resilience Land Use Bylaw Amendments

•Click to edit Master text styles•Click to edit Master text styles

IP2026-0212
Attachment 8

5 

Proposed River Flood Map – Central Bow
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Proposed River Flood Map – Central Bow
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Proposed River Flood Map – Lower Bow
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Proposed River Flood Map – Lower Bow
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Proposed River Flood Map – Elbow River
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Proposed River Flood Map – Elbow River
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Floodway

FEATURES 
• Highest risk area, conveys the deepest and 

fastest floodwaters
• No new development

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
• Remains generally unsuitable for development
• Elbow River Floodway smaller / narrower due 

to upstream reservoir flood control
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High Hazard Flood Fringe new

FEATURES 
• Conveys deep and fast flowing water similar to 

Floodway. 
• New area previously identified as Flood 

Fringe. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
• Existing residential buildings may be replaced 

or added to if on the same building footprint. 
• No new living spaces below the flood 

elevation.
• No additional dwelling units or suites may be 

added.
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Flood Fringe

FEATURES 
• Shallower and slower-moving floodwaters 

than Floodway
• boundary is smaller due to flood infrastructure 

and Protected Flood Fringe.  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
• No new living spaces or suites below the flood 

elevation.  
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Protected Flood Fringe new

FEATURES 
• Areas with dedicated flood mitigation 

infrastructure designed to at least the 1:100. 
• Buildings previously in the Flood Fringe or 

Overland Flow.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
• Designated Flood Elevation (DFE) is based on 

groundwater elevation.
• Building floodproofing regulations apply
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Groundwater Flood Fringe new 

FEATURES 
• City-defined area
• River flood related groundwater impact zone 
• Covers previous Flood Fringe and Overland 

Flow Zone, and some additional new area. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
• Regulations focus on minimizing property 

damage from groundwater flooding.
• Designated Flood Elevation (DFE) is based on 

groundwater elevation.
• Building floodproofing regulations apply
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Building floodproofing regulations are scaled to 
acknowledge existing buildings

Full floodproofing regulations
• Construct first floor above flood elevation
• Windows, doors and building penetrations at 

flood-safe levels
• Sewer backflow valve, sump pumps and water 

alarms 
• Main electrical service disconnect above 

designated flood elevation.
• Design building area below flood elevation to 

prevent structural damage from floodwaters

No requirements Modified regulations
• sewer backflow valve 
• Main electrical service 

disconnect above 
designated flood 
elevation

Small or no 
footprint change Moderate addition Major addition or new construction



ISC: Unrestricted Flood Resilience Land Use Bylaw Amendments

•Click to edit Master text styles•Click to edit Master text styles

IP2026-0212
Attachment 8

17 



ISC: Unrestricted Flood Resilience Land Use Bylaw Amendments

•Click to edit Master text styles•Click to edit Master text styles

IP2026-0212
Attachment 8

18 



ISC: Unrestricted Flood Resilience Land Use Bylaw Amendments

•Click to edit Master text styles•Click to edit Master text styles

IP2026-0212
Attachment 8

19 

Calgary – Flood Maps
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Calgary – Flood Maps
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Calgary – Interactive Online Flood Map
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Land Use Bylaw Calgary Flood Map
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Stage 3 Engagement Proposed Regulations
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Stage 3 Engagement Proposed Regulations
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