
Where are the next 500,000 
Calgarians going to live?

“Just build near transit” isn’t an answer

Willem Klumpenhouwer
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Three Options for Growth

1. Put it near transit (nodes & corridors)

2. Add to the edges of the city

3. Spread it out across the existing city footprint

… these are not mutually exclusive
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Diagram reproduced from Walker, J. (2012). Human Transit. Island Press
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Overall target 
(units/ha)

Net needed 
(units/ha)

Unit count
(typical lot)

Possible form Transit implication

30 48 2.7 Duplex + suite Minimum viable for 
bus

40 65 3.6 Triplex + suite Comfortable frequent 
bus

50 81 4.5 Row Houses Strong bus, LRT 
feeder

60 97 5.4 Stacked townhouses BRT/LRT supportive

75 121 6.7 Low-rise apartment Station area density

100 161 9.0 3-4 storey walk-up Inner station area
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The Approach
1. Find the areas of the city X 

meters from a transit stop
2. Intersect it with residential 

zoned land use
3. People = Area x unit density x 

2.0 people/units
4. Intersect with existing census 

population
5. Subtract #4 from #3


