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Lake Bonavista: First Manmade Recreational Lake 
Community in Canada



Lake Bonavista: A Model of Planning

● Established late 1960s/early 
1970s

● Single Family homes, 
condos, schools, green 
space, and local retail

● ~5,000 front doors
○ ~3,300 Single family 

homes with Lake 
Memberships

● 6 Schools (Elementary/Junior 
High)



Lake Bonavista: A Plan That Has Stood the Test of 
Time
Home values range from $200,000 to 
$5,000,000 

● Mature tree canopy & green space
● Walkable access to schools and 

services
● Strong community identity & 

stewardship
● Increasing demand from young 

families



Lake Bonavista: Impact of Blanket Rezoning on the 
LBHA
Planning Impact

● Ignores community-specific design
● Undermines 50+ years of successful 

planning

Capacity Constraint

● Lake Bonavista and Lake Bonaventure 
have fixed, limited capacity

● The lakes cannot be expanded

Operational Impact

● Shifts responsibility to a volunteer 
organization to develop and enforce 
policy

● Created legal and administrative costs 

This policy increases demand on a resource that cannot grow



Our Ask: Thoughtful, Community-Based Planning

● Densification works best when it is planned and context-sensitive
● Consider community-specific needs and infrastructure capacity in future 

housing policy
● Restore LBHA properties to R-C1 zoning

One size does not fit all, planning should reflect the communities it serves.


